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Ar u net ine deen A ris crap 
- epitome to. hold up man to the undue ve- 
neration of fellow moitals, but to give * 
gn brief diſplay of the fingular and eminent 
gifts, precious graces, uſeful life, and happy 
; g death, of the late Rev. James Cowan, miniſter 
* of che goſpel in Colinſburgh; that the glo- 
frrlious excellencies, and the ſovereign virtue 
of che Great God our Saviour, may appear 
in His dealings with him. As to his nativi- 
ty, I ſhall only ſay that he was born the 
® s 27th of February 1738, of pious and re- 
E 3 1 parents, in the vicinity of White- 
| . bank, and Pariſh of Stow. He received the 
5 5 fu principles of religion from his godly 
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os Fes Faber, William Cowan, a. Aſciple | of 1 Mr 20 
n Thomſon, a zealous ſufferer 1 in the 
-- cauſe of a covenanted reformation ; and to 
maintain the teſtimony of a good conſcience 
for the love of Chriſt, he foreſook all earth- 

Sober poſſeſſions, loſt his hereditary eſtate, | 


which was ſeized by his uncle, who con- 
formed to the times. 


land, becauſe of ſome important deviations 


- Wo her received principles 1 in the times of 
The ſaid William 
| Cowan, Meſſrs Thomſon, Hunter, &c. were 
concerned as a committee, in drawing uß 
what is called the people's teſtimony, to 
. 1 Which (as may be ſeen) their ſignatures are 
atffixed. We have noticed already that the _ - 
Rev. James Jowan was trained up under 
the tuition of his father, in the knowledge 8 


our pureſt reformation. 


of practical religion, and from a child knew 


the ſcriptures. He gave early proofs of % 

pregnant talents, inſomuch that he could re- 
7 Bo aa the moſt of the Shorter Catechiſm (be- 2 
fore he could read it) by hearing it ſaid in 


che 880 He had made great proficiency. 
e 7 


He ſurvived the re- 
Vvoldtion until the commencement of the 88 


ceſſion From: the eſtabliſhed church of Scot- 


1 


and Charatter of the Author, We | 


in the knowledge of the Engliſh tongue, and 
doctrines of the goſpel, before he was ſix- 
teen years of age, about Which time he en- 
tered the grammar ſchool in Selkirk, under 
the care of Mr James Watſon, late teacher 


in Haddington, a gentleman eminent in his 


© profeſſion for his knowledge of claſſical au- 

tthors; whom he attended five years, during 
which he acquired the Latin, ſome Greek, 
and a little French. Then he entered the 
univerſity of Edinburgh, and proſecuted his 
ſtudies with great aſſiduity, under the ſeve- 


ral profeſſors of that college; and ſoon be- | 


came a ſtudent of divinity, under the learn- 
ed, judicious, pious, and mild Rev. Dr Ha- 


25 ; milton. During his reſidence at Edinburgh, £2 
= for nigh the ſpace of ten years, he acquired 
no ſmall knowledge of anatomy and phyſic ; 


| partly by attendance on lectures, but chiefly 
through his familiar connections with ſome 
eminent ſtudents in theſe profeſſions, which 


q 8 fo. improved and poliſhed his acute and 


penetrating genius, that he became a notable 


inſtrument i in the hand of God, in giving 
relief to many, even in the moſt deſperate 


0 8 U 1 f 
* 
1 I % 
- 
. Ca es. 0 
. i 
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Having | 


W | Some Arcount WY 
X25. BR. Having finiſhed. his ſtudies at Edinburgh, 
5 md be obtained ample certificates from the Rev. 
3 Dr Hamilton, and other miniſters in and 
about that city, as well as from perſons of 
high rank in the world, he went to Eng- | 
\Y OE ; 7 was licenced: to preach the Goſpel by 
—_ . -a preſbyterian claſs of diſſenters in Newcaſ- 
idle upon Tyne; where he often. afliſted 
=. at ſacramental communions afterwards, to 
dee great ſatisfaction and joy of all that 
= heard him. In his return to Scotland in 
Wo , , _ the character of a probationer, he preached: 
_—- Ww few \Sabbaths for the great, eminently _ 
8 pious, faithful, and laborious, the Rev. Dr 
_ . pe Erſkine, and for other miniſters in the 
5 neighbourhood of Edinburgh, He was im- 
maaaeldiately recommended to the Congrega⸗ 
. tion of Colinſburgh 3 in Fife, then vacant by 
we death of the grave and godly Nr 


- unanimous choice of a very numerous peo» 
ple, and ordained to be their paſtor br 8 
Mieſſrs Gilleſpie and Cruden, in the year 

: 1771, after he had preached ſtatedly among 4 ; 

427 REY them. 7 for * a Jour: and a half before. We 


\ 


Coher. | And on hearing him, he was che : £ 


= and Charafter xo the Ales cer. 1 


110 Was confeſſedly a faithful labGurer in 
e vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts, fervent. 
in ſpirit, &c, ſpending and being ſpent, that: 
be might fulfil his miniſtry, and finiſh his 
2} courſe with joy. After the death of the . 

Rev. Thomas Gilleſpie, and Mr Cruden's 
tranſlation from Glaſgow to London, he 
often did all the work relating to the ſo- 
lemn communion of the Lord's Supper 
himſelf, which was very: great, for he deli- 
vered two ſermons each day, beſides ſome- 

times fix or ſeven table-{erviees on the 
-» Lord's day, which were concluded with 
long and pathetic exhortations. And, not- 
withſtanding of ſome bodily internal infir- 
mities, and external conflicts, for eonſeience 

ſake, yet his bow abode in its ſtrength unto 
bis laſt, Although his popular talents were 
naturally great, yet he was never known to 
be given to oftentation ; but, on the con- 
trary, he was diffident and modeſt, as ap- 
pears from the account he gives of himſelf 

in a letter to a friend, when about to enter 
on trials for licence. Says he, I have agreed 

to converſe with a certain reverend gentle- 
on” Many | in, order to my being taken on trials; 


but 


5, ome Arcount 972 the 23 


bur 1 am 10 Weid that I am raid I will 
not be able to ſpeak common ſenſe. Per 8 
haps to keep him humble, to ſpeak the lan- 
hs owes inſpiration, there was given him a 
thorn in the fleſh in his younger years, vis. 
a painful ſwelling | in his back by his right —- 
| ſhoulder; which increaſed, and became acute, 47 
and, at laſt, ihtolerable, being raiſed into the. 
bort a large egg, ſeemingly full of acri- . 
monious air or vapour. As the caſe was 3X 
alarming, a conſultation with phyſicians 
was neceſſary. Accordingly, fourteen years 
dee his death, he ſuſtained an operation 
| with great magnanimity and patience; which 
was performed by a very able member f 
the Faculty, Mr Menzies, and entirely eradi- 1 | 
. cated, in ſomuch that he never found any pun- 

"3 gent ſenſation in that part of the body after- a 4 
wards. And although he loſt a very great 
quantity of blood, that, without doubt, made Ke ; 
a a conſiderable change in his conſtitution, he 1 

ſdon recovered his ſtrength, and was able, ba. 
+3 in a few weeks, to preach to his people. a- I | 
8 The firſt attack of his laſt illneſs was + 
| rast violent; but was greatly alleviated by 3 
| the applications of his great doctor, as he 
. e 


- 


%. 
— » 


2 hes... 
> tz fe” 


and ſome infectious vapour of the atmoſ- 


— 
3 — 


7 
"1 
+ 4 0 
q A 


ill, vis. in July 1794, probably owing to 1 


worſe during the ſtorm laſt winter, and dle: 
Llined every day; yet, though loaded with = +, 
4 trouble, and reduced to a ſhadow, he preach- | *RLEY 
-: ed to his loving people twice every Sabbath, Wo” 
except the laſt, which was ſix wecks before 2 a 
K. his death, and would not be reſtrained; but „ 


of! his ſtrength, and that he would continue 1 
to do ſo with what remained. He wass 


£ ſufferings; but often ſaid, that the grave - _ * of 
much employed in prayer and meditation 
on the ſcriptures. And that, when any 
he would repeat, with great elevation of 


mind and voice, theſe words in 1 Cor. iii. Wh 
i E 22, 23: * All are your's, and ye are 
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above. He never acquired ſoundneſs and „ 
ſtrength: of body after he was taken firſt 99 


the relaxing heat of the preceding month, 


phere he had catched. He became much 1 


ſaid he had ſerved the Lord with the prime e 
never heard complain under his greateſt „ 3, 6. 
would be an acceptable bed to him. I am 


told that, when he had any reſpite, he. was 


cloud eclipſed his evidences for eternal life, 


_ Chriſt's, 


D Ul 


\ 


ee dent of te fe 


« „ Chiilt's, and Chrift is God's.” e 3 


trouble to the laſt refembled thi firſt 


ſymptoms of it when ſeized in July, | 
_ conliſting of acute pains, which were more 


increaſed in his bowels, &c. than they 


were in the ſummer preceding his death, 
of zvbich he had frequent intermiſſions, and 


was able to ſpeak at times with much free- 


doin, until his laſt night in this world of 
vanity, imperfeQion, and ſorrow, when 


he became very ſick and faint, until he 
morning of April 15. 1795, at a quarter 
paſt eight o'clock, he departed in peace; 
leaving behind him a ſorrowful wife and 
five children, viz. four girls, and one a 
able boy aged three years. 

He was of a ſtature tall and ſtraigbt, being, 
"Fall fix feet, and every way proportionable. 


Of a ſprightly complexion, and of an open 
countenance, and exceedingly affable, ſocial, 
and communicative. His addreſs was gen- 
tile-and courteous. His preſence and con- 


verſe cheared the hearts of the ſad, and 
tranſmitted a ray of light and vivacity in 


company: Even at his approach; the ſtran⸗ | 
ger was prejudiced in his favours. In ſhort,” 
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| 5 and Character of the Author, c. ix 


he was a loving huſband, a tender hearted 
father, a faithful paſtor, and an affectionate 
friend. The hearts, and expreſſions of his 
hearers in words, and in their countenances, 
are the moſt lively epiſtles of mutual com- 
mendation of him and of them. For almoſt 
none of his people which I have met with 
ſpeak of him without a flood of tears, being 
ſenſible how beneficent he had been, both 
to the ſouls and bodies of men. He was 
far from being implacable. For he was 
ready in the dead of the ſtormy night to 
riſe from his bed, to ſave the life even of 
his enemy without fee or reward. The 
want of him in Colinſburgh and the adja- 
cent country is now much lamented. Al- 
though ſuch as had grown up with him 
in familiarity did not ſo much mind his pe- 
ceullar gifts and excellencies, yet, now when 
he is gone, they become the ſubject of their 
ſerious reflection. Some perſons of noble 
and honourable rank, eminent for learning 
and their great knowledge of human nature, 
took much notice of him i in his youth, and 
often commended him as a perſon whoſe 
talents and diſpoſition were eminently fit- 
3 b e 
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„ ted 55 facial Uſe: and rendering him. a 
TN IS: to mankind. | 
„ ORE i all reaſon to ede that 5 was | 
"Je ins” Tather thruſt forward towards 7 
Areat work of the warfare aſſigned him in 
1 providence, by a divine impulſe, of which 
ſiome inſtances more than common might be 
7 es related, (if expedient), both from what he 
wWuaas pleaſed to reveal when but a youth, and 
5 N what impreſſions ſome others had concern- 
© him, though living at the diſtance of 
Bok nigh twenty miles. They thought that 4 
_ * . they heard him preach along with his bro- 
ther, on Rev. xix. 7. But this may be ſaid | 
to be a dream or viſion only; be it fo: Ne. 
vertheleſs it is perceptible; as may appear 
more evident from the imperfect hiſtory 1 
have given of his life: So that, What Paul 
mentions in his charge to Timothy were! in 
EE ſome meaſure accompliſhed in him; 1 Tim. 
| OE nn 18. All his life time; death ſeemed to be 
i 5 ſubject yery familiar, to him, and engroſ- 
ſed many of his thoughts. Juſt as he had en- 5 


cdeered the grammar ſchool, he being one 
nieht greatly afflicted with an inflammation 
3 85 about his 1 5 which obliged him” to quit Wl 


— 


5 his bed ant retire to che fields; where te | 
ſpent as conſiderable a time in meditation as 
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he was able; on his return, he addreſſed a 


near . ſome years older than himſelf, 
with an air of certainty, ſaying, I will die 
before you, and you will ſurvive me a con- 


ſiderable time. On many occaſions he had 
a great foreſight of events, both reſpecting 


himſelf and others, and was ſometimes found | ö 
weeping ſore in ſecret, for the loſſes of o- 
_ thers, and that before they came to. paſs. 
Of the latter there are ſtill three witneſſes in 

life, of a moſt extraordinary and unexpe- 
ed emotion of affection, which neither he 
nor they underſtood at the time, until the 


decree brought it forth ſome months after, by 
the death of a name ſon whom he greatly 


loved, as he teſtified 3 in a very pathetic and 
 confolatory-letter to the mourning parents. 


I ſhall only add, that he was no enthuſi- 
aſt, but endued with a ſound underftanding 


and judgment, tenacious memory, warm 


heart, much preſence of mind, and ready | 


wit; had a great fund of good humour, and 
a peculiar caſt of conveying a group of ideas 


ex by familiar metaphors, in a facetious and 
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pleaſant way; oy even what he aid Won 
cally, often charmed the fancy of his friends. 


Although he was no ſtudious politician, ei- 5¹ 
ther in matters of church or ſtate, yet he 
perceived with grief the corruption of the 
a times, and the evil influence (through error 
or deſign) that marred the purity and peace 
of both. He was a fincere- lover of our 
celebrated conſtitution, king, and country); 
fervent 1 in prayer for the proſperity thereof; 


\ 


but extremely ſorry when their glory was | 
eclipſed by. mal-adminiſtration, irreligion, 
and immorality. His ardent wiſh was, that 


the law of God, and ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 


might inſpire the hearts, enter into the coun- 


ſels and government of our rulers in church 


and ſtate, and adorn the profeſſion and prac- 
- tice of all ranks, ſo. that a due ſubordination 
; : might be preſerved, and peace, order, and 
harmony promoted among men and Chriſ- 5 
_ tians; expecting, that when our ways did 


once pleaſe the Lord, he would make our 
enemies to be at peace with us. But, now 


N gone, he is for ever out of the reach 


of all our calamities under the ſun, ſleeps in 


_ the duſt, 8s to his body, while. his ſpirit is- 50 


with | 


— 


| and Charatter of the Author, ge, xiii | 


with the 4 until he ſhall l 5 
from heaven at the laſt day, &c. Would ee 
to God that prayer was engraven on our FR A 
5 hearts, Deut. xxxii. 29. O that they = . 8 
eie wiſe, that they underſtood this, that 5 
ct they would conſider their latter end? 
He often told his ſympathizing friends 
that came to ſee him during his laſt illneſs, * 
that he always had notice or warning, one 5 
way or another, When any thing uncommom . 
was to take place i in which he was concern- 
ed. But, ſaid he, if I am to die at this time, 
the Lord hath hid it from met 
It is hoped, that every. candid under of 
the following diſcourſes, will make a chari- 
table allowance for what defe& they may 
| perceive in them. Had they been deſign- 
- _ ed for the preſs by himſelf, and prepared by 
his own hand, without doubt hey would 
have given general ſatisfaction. Neverthe- * 
leſs, it is expected that Chriſtians will find 
ſome food to their ſouls therein, and noth- 
ing but truth, and what is deſigned for edi- 
fication. - The editor confeſſes, that ſemon 
eighth is entirely his own. The writer of 
this account concurred with the friends of 
| | > HR Ot 
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AS, 7 


hs ed, in committing ie work: to, 
the care of the editor; who has ſpared no 


. trouble i in forwarding the ſame. Upon FO | 


count of his ciſtanee, however, from the 


preſs, many things may appear in the fol- | 


lowing diſcourſes, which, had he been near 5 


- the poem and the table ſerviees, which were 
| promiſe to. ſubſcribers in the-propoſal pa- ö 


Pers, are not publiſhed in this volume, yet 
it is hoped that ſubſcribers will receive the 
above account of the Reverend James Cow- 
an's life as an equivalent, which to them 


was not promiſed. Since the circulation of 


the propoſals for printing this work, various 


poems have been diſcovered among the pa- 


pers of the deceaſed, and a great variety of 


ſacramental table ſervices, it appears that hge 


5 it, would have been corrected. Although 5 


wrote out fully on every occaſion the laſt i 


ment oned, notwithſtan ding that he had of- 


ten himſelf to ſerve fix or ſeven tables in his . 


9 


own meeting houſe. 2 i 


If this volume Sar iel, and bring any 0 


"thing worth while to the family of the de- 


ceaſed; in ſhort, if a generous public ſee the 85 
Work and the en of it worthy of its en- „ 


couragement z ; 


"hs Character - of th the Autor, Ws, 1 xv | | i 


| couragement ; it is intended to publiſh ano- 
ther volume at a reduced price: containing 
the lecture which the deceaſed delivered in 
Dunfermline the Sabbath immediately after 
the Rev. Mr Gilleſpie” 8 death, on know ibat 
7 my Redeemer liveth,' &c. and two ſermons, ' 
four table ſervices, and a variety of curious, 
pathetic, entertaining, .and religious poems, 
as alſo the letters above referred to. Al- 
| though all theſe and this work could have 
been contained in one volume, yet the high 
price of paper, and other circumſtances, 
would not permit more to be publiſhed at 
preſent. Subſcribers, howeyer, will pleaſe 
remember, that they have in this work fully 
the number of pages which were, og . 
to them! in the propoſals. | | 
To have beheld the Author's pulpit. carri- | 
age, well timed and well conducted action; 
the ſomewhatdivine-like majeſtya and dignity, 
| together with the. pleaſant and penetrating 
energy with which he ſpake as became a 
meſſenger of Chriſt, would ſay more for his 
miniſtrations, and would better recommend 
his works than all that can be wrote. Nev- 
| ertheleſs, there are not obtained ſo many 
f 1 | " ſubſcribers Ly 
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fubſcribers for this work as might natural 7 


2 


_ *- have been expected, owing I believe to the 

_ - "* delicacy of thoſe who were intruſted with 
fußbſeription papers, for almoſt every body 
chat knew? che deceaſed readily ſubſcribed to 


_whom I ſhewed the propoſals. As there are 


TOS. confiderable numberof more copiesthrown 


off han are ſubſeribed for, it is hoped that a 8 
generous public wilt not allow them to lie 
long in the hands of the widow and father- 
les. for whoſe benefit they are publiſhed * 
I chen this performance ſhall luckily pleaſe 
'- aol chriſtians, and afford its proprietors 
any relief, Propoſals ſhall be circulated for 
"IR forward every one of the articles a- 
| bove mentioned into public view. In the | 
mean time, that the Lord may make this : 
book uſeful unto all into whoſe hands it _ 


Cone, is the earneſt prayer of, 
ks Ya 
' Cnn1sT1AN ReaDrn, 


7. 


„ 


Fe fo Your fincere wellwiſher, „ 


„„ cn cor an, Miner. 


| . upon Tyne, , 8 1 . 


November 11. 1795. 
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FUNERAL SERMON 
_ PREACHED ON THE DEATH 
OO OF THE 


REV. 1 THOMAS Leni, IN DUNFERALINE: | 


* 
1 a p = 3 \ : 4 


John all. ee 1 u ug ene u. 
Halen lan. 


Oos Lord has ns it meet, IA all ages of 
his church, to exerciſe the faith, patience, 
and ſubmiſſion, of his people, by the diſpen- 
ſations of his adorable providence : And that, 
while carrying on the kindeſt deſigns to- 
wards them, as in this paſſage of ſacred 
ſcripture, we find him engaged in a work 
of great condeſcenſion, which the diſciples 
beheld with amazement; though the Son 
of God, the Heir of all things, the King of 
Zion, yet He ſtooped to waſh the feet of 
his creatures: Peter could not bear the 
N of allowing his Lord to humble 

A | himſelf 


F 


* 
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2 SERMON 


* 


© kin fo much for has «lick: was the 
immediate occaſion of Jeſus addrefling him 
in the words of my text, What I do thou 


_ © knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt know 


e 


* hereafter.” Which words are not, we ap- 


prehend, unſuitable for your preſent medita- 


tion, as the Lord has taken away your worthy 
paſtor by the ſtroke of death. But what ſhall 


we fay | ? He holds the keys of the inviſible 


world 1 in his hand: Life and death, and all | 


things, are in his power. Even whilſt we 


mourn, let this conſideration comfort our © 
ſouls, that the Lord reigneth. In further 


diſcourſing upon this text, I purpoſe, 
Firſt; To ſhew you, that there are ſome 


Wass in the conduct of Chriſt to his church, 
at preſent hard to be underſtood: 


Secondly ; That he will, in his own ae 


time and way, clear up the reaſons of his | 


Rs to the church: 


Thirdly; That, in the e e of this, 
we ſhould fully, in the mean time, acquieſce 


in his procedure: Having ſhortly illuſtrated 
theſe propoſitions, I ſhall then endeavour 


ſuitably to apply the ſubject to the preſent 
mournful occaſion. 10 


* 


0 


| 
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As to the firſt propoſition, it will appear 
- that the truth of it need not be much won- 
dered at, if we conſider the dignity and 


| matchleſs grandeur of Chriſt. He is the only 


| begotten Son of God, in whom are hid all 
the treaſures of wildom and knowledge. 
And can it be thought wonderful that the 
counſels and ways of God are unſearch- 
able? © Canſt thou by ſearching find out 
« God ? Canſt thou find out the Almighty 
* unto perfection? It is as high as heaven, 
« whatcanſt thou do:? Deeper than hell, what 
« canſt thou know ? The meaſure thereof is 
longer than the earth, and broader than the 
e ſea.” And well may we conclude that the 
ſchemes of the Moſt High are above our com- 
prehenſion, and ſay with an inſpired writer, 
O the depth of the riches, both of the wiſ- 
dom and knowledge of God! How un- 
ſearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
paſt finding out! His way is in the ſea, and 
his walk in the deep waters! His conduct 
is myſterious to the very ſons of light; and 
how much more ſo to man, who is of yeſter- 
day, and knows nothing? We are often 
Wrong unto our wits end within the nar- 
now 
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row | circle of our own affairs; how then 


can wWe fathom his depths ? How little a 
portion of his vaſt dominion is known to 
us? He is King over all. All things viſible 


S's and inviſible are ſubject to his nod. He 


ruleth amongſt the armies of heaven, and 
over the inhabitants of this earth; and none 
has any right to ſay unto him, What doeſt 
thou? We, creatures of a day, whoſe ſounda- 
tion is in the duſt, cannot know how one 


| wheel, in the great ſyſtem of providence, 


affects another, and gives it motion; but 


let the text cheer us, What we know not 
now, we ſhall know hereafter,” 1 more 


particularly, e = 
We may ſee many whites take be which 
are, to the people of God, alarming in their 


nature, and the final event of which they 


know not, and are ſometimes ready to think 
that his goodneſs. would have prevented 
them altogether. Such things as, Joſeph | 
being hated by his brethren ; caſt into a pit; 


_ fold for a ſlave laid in the dungeon, where 
his feet were hurt with the iron chain! David 


being hunted as a partridge from his home 


up to the mountains. And can we behold, 
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Without eiiotion of foul, all things with Job 
going to miſery? His wealth flying away as 


an kagle towards heaven; his children deſtroy- 
ed with the thunder of God; himſelf brought 


to the gates of the grave; his friends become 


his accuſers; his wife turned an advocate for 


Satan, by tempting her huſband to curſe 

_ - God and die. This verifies what Solomon 
ſays in his book of Eccleſiaſtes, © That 
A there is a vanity which is done upon the 
& earth; that there be juſt men unto whom 
« jt Happeneth according to the work of the 


« wicked: Again, there be wicked men to 


«whom it happeneth according to the work 
of the righteous.” Behold, accordingly, 


the tide of fatherly wrath flowing upon good 
Eli; his two ſons are ſlain; his daughter- 


in-law dies; and himſelf falls and breaks 


bis neck. Jacob alſo, when obeying God in 


returning to Canaan, is purſued as a thief 


by Laban; met by his brother with four 


hundred armed men to cut him off, both | 


root and branch; the angel diſlocates his 
thigh; his daughter is raviſhed; his ſons 


murder the Shechemites; his beloved wife 
dies; and his concubine is defiled by Reu- 
| : 7 5 6 ben. 
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ben. Babylon likewiſe we find in pole. | 
rity, white Zion lies in aſhes. And the 
apoſtles were ſent forth, as it were, appoint- 


ed unto death. And, my beloved brethren, 


*. 


have ye not yourſelves beheld the moſt 
faithful, holy, and humble ſaints, preſſed 
down with ſore and heavy affliftion, whilſt 


: heir dear Redeemer could have, in a mo- 


ment, poured the oil of gladneſs into their 
wounded hearts, which would have cauſed 


their countenances ſparkle joy? Have ye. 


not ſeen the pious and the, honeſt caſt out 


of the church as unworthy of Her commu- 


nion? Have ye not ſeen the cunning politi- 
clan ſpreading like a green bay tree, whilſt 


the humble, and truly good, have been tread 
down as the mire of the ſtreets? Have ye 
not ſeen Zion laid waſte by her enemies, 
whilſt her King could, in the twinkling of 
an eye, have deſtroyed all her implacable 


foes? O Lord, how great are thy works? 
Thy thoughts are a great depth. Theſe dark 55 


diſpenſations of providence are, in the time 
hen the ſaints labour under them, hard to 


be underſtood; but Chriſt will ſooner or 
later explain the cauſe of them. Tie 
brings me to the | 


Second 


SERMON 


3 Re ad in ns method, 
whack i is to ſhew you, That Chriſt will clear 
up the reaſons, of his diſpenſations to his 
church in his own good time an Wp 
And, firſt, he does ſo ſometimes in this 
world; as here, in what my text refers to, it 
was but a few minutes after our Lord ſaid 
unto Peter, What I do thou knoweſt not 
* now, but thou ſhalt know hereafter,” un- 
til he laid aſide the towel with which he 
was girded, and ſat himſelf down and ex- 
plained unto; them why. he waſhed their 
feet, namely, to teach them humility, and 
to love one another: And to ſhew them 
the way of ſalvation. The great end, of 
Chriſt's diſpenſations to his people, is to 
prepare them for heaven; yet there are 
ſubordinate ends which they anſwer in this 
world. The diſciples likely would per- 
ceive the honourable manner in which our 
Lord diſmiſſed the woman of Canaan, and 
they would diſcern the reaſons why he ne- 
glected her ſo long, viz. That her faith might 
be diſplayed, and 'mercy rendered. ſweeter, 
than it would have been, had it been ſhewn 
her inſtantly when ſhe applied to him. In 
the hour of deep afflition God has often 

| | i been 


] 


been d a 3 opinfortes to his peo- 
ple. When they have dreaded danger 5 
ſafety and proſperity have attended aſh.” 
This is remarkably verified in the caſe of 
Jacob, when afraid that his brother Eſau | 
would cut him and his company off, and 
take his property, even then a covenant of 
peace and friendſhip was made betwixt 
them. Likewiſe, when Joſeph was in the 
loweſt ſtep of abaſement, from thence he is 
unexpectedly exalted to the chariot of ſtate, 
and ſwayed the ſceptre as the king's viceroy f 


cover Egypt. Alſo, when Balaam was on 


the mountains deſigning to curſe Iſrael, be- 
hold he is made to bleſs them; and, when 
che children of Iſrael were tormented by the 
eruelty of their enemies, in Egypt ſwiftly 
came their deliverance. In like manner, 
Job's long night of heavy adverſity is cha- 
ced away by the rays of a clear ſun of proſ- 


perity. Indeed, affliction is the rod which 


che great Shepherd of the ſheep holds in his 
right hand, and with it generally gathers 
home his ſtrayed ſheep from the wilderneſs 
of ſin. © Before I was afflicted (ſaid the 
* en Pſa] _ 1 went it aſtray, but now, 
NA. ; 1 * have | 


35 8 
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& have I kept thy word.. And, my friends, 
Does not this correſpond with ſome of your 
own experience? Do ye not remember the 
time when ye lived in your fins as if there 
was no God, until he afflicted you with his 
rod, which cauſed: you to conſider your 
ways? Nay, perhaps, had you not been 
- afflicted, ye would not yet have been within 
the bond of the covenant of grace, which 
no ſecures unto you heaven and immor- 


tal happineſs. Had Joſeph not been treated 


by his brethren as he was, he would not 
have been, in ſuch an eminent degree, the 
deliverer of his family from ſtarvation and 
famine, neither famous throughout all Egypt. 
Of this he was fully ſenſible long ere death 
- Cloſed his eyes in peace upon the world. 
Had not Chriſt been crucified, had he not 
riſen from the grave, had he not aſcended 
to heaven, the Holy Ghoſt would not have 

been poured down as he was upon the diſ- 
ciples on the day of Pentecoſt. This the _ 
friends of Chriſt did not underſtand, when 
they were mourning and ſaying, © We 
< truſted that it had been he who ſhould 
$6 have redeemed Ifrlel :” But, when they _ 


* were 


ES 
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were endowed Ait the Spirit from on high, 
they then knew that it behoved Chriſt to 
| ſuffer, and fo to > Enter into his glory. "Brit 


ONE: = Labs ; 
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Second TOY: : The wal remain Sn ay 


0 off Chriſt's diſpenſations to us, whilſt we ſo. 


Journ here in this valley of tears; Ate 
93 ſhallhbe taken off when we enter into the 


general aſſembly and church of the redeem- 
ed in/glory. There, in thy light, O God, 
we ſhall ſee light clearly! The eye ſhall be 
ſtrengthened to view truth in all its luſtre | 
Then we ſhall be fully convinced that all 


bis diſpenſations towards us here below were 
neceſſary, and worked together for our eter- 


nal happineſs ! And we will ſay that he 
| hath, done all things well! And we will 
_ praiſe him for ever for managing all our 
concerns in ſuch a manner as to promote 


our everlaſting joy, and his own glory. 
There the noble and glorious army of mar- 


tyrs are amply rewarded for their ſufferings: ; 
hey wear crowns purer than the pureſt 
gold: In their hands are the grandeſt palms 


of victory; and they are all clothed with 


raitnent whiter than the moſt white ſnow : 


SERMON I | 11 


4 They are more glorious than the lun of the 
Firmament; mountains of the moſt brilliant 
diamonds, placed beſide them, would ceaſe 
to ſparkle: Of all the redeemed they are 
neareſt the throne of the Moſt High: Their 

happineſs is complete, but unſpeakable : 

Their ſong, of joy forever ſwells : They ſing 
a new ſong, which ſhall never become old. 

When they were here below, they had not 
clear views of the cauſes and neceſſity of 

their ſufferings ; but now they ſee theſe 
were wiſely ordered for their good, and the 
glory of God, and for the conviction and 
converſion of many who now join them in 
ſinging the praiſes of redeeming love. All 
the redeemed overcome: their temporal and 
ſpiritual foes by the blood of the Lamb; to 
celebrate its merits they never ceaſe. Are 


any of you then, my friends, under awful 


and diſtreſſing diſpenſations of divine pro- 
vidence, and can ye not underſtand the cauſe 
of them? Look forward to that happy pe- 
riod when your minds ſhall be enlarged and 
prepared for having a full and ſatisfying 
view of all God's diſpenſation towards you: 
There ſcenes, which+ are entirely hid from 
7 Rp” 
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us here, tall be opened to our view; a 


when we look back. the road we came, we 
will perceive dangers which we. eſcaped | 
through trials and tribulations, which then 


we did not behold nor dread. An hour 8 


converſe with Chriſt and the redeemed will 


completely ſatisfy us with all things which 


5 befel us in this wilderneſs: ©* The Lord 


6. ball be- our everlaſting. light, and the 


« days of our mourning ſhall be ended: 
„ And the Lamb that is in the midſt of the 


Ithrone ſhall feed us and lead us unto liv- 


4 ing fonatains of waters: There ſhall be 
joy and rejoicing forever. O who can tell 


4 the happineſs of being ever with the Lord? 


We now proceed, as was propoled, in the 


third place, To ſhew that, in the expectation 


of. Chriſt clearing up the reaſons of his diſ- 


penſations, we ſhould, in the mean fins 
* acquieſce i in them. And, in the 


, Firſt place; We ought fully to nick. 


2 in whatever Chriſt does, becauſe he hath a a 
right to do among the armies of heaven, 


and in this world, Juſt as he pleaſeth. The 
univerſe. is his, and the fulneſs thereof. If 


| 


2 e may do. wich os own what he walls, 16 
| 0 . 1 ſurely 


\ 
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= "SOR Jeſus Chriſt may do with his Propen 
ty as he inclines. We are his people, the 
workmanſhip of his hands; and we are not 


5 oy his by creation, but alſo by redemp- 


: He hath redeemed us with his own _ 
Wa blood, therefore he has a right to 
do with us as he thinks proper; and we 
have no right to challenge his procedure, or 
to ſay unto him, 4 What doeſt thou?“ 
When he gives us proſperity, or ſends us 
adverſity, we ſhould acquieſce, and ſay, The 
Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away, and 

bleſſed be the name of the Lord. But, 
Saͤecondly; We ought to acquieſce in all 
Chriſt's diſpenſations, becauſe they are all 
directed to promote the glory of God, and 
the good of his church: To glorify God, 
and to redeem his people, did Jeſus come 
into this world. The glory of God ſhines 
with more brilliancy in the life, ſufferings, 
and in the death of Chriſt, than in the ſun 
of che heavens. Hence Jeſus our Lord 
ſays, Father glorify thy Son, that thy 8on 
L alſo may glorify thee; I have glorified thee 
don the earth; I have finiſhed the work 

W thou gaveſt me to do; and now, 
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completely ſatisfy us with all things which 
befel us in this wilderneſs : The Lord 


— — ———— — — 
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vs here, dall be opened to our view; and; 
when we look back the road we came, we 
Vill perceive dangers which we eſcaped ' 


through trials and tribulations, which then - 
we did not behold nor dread. An hour” s 
converſe with Chriſt and the redeemed will 


6. ſhall be our everlaſting light, and the 
10 days of our mourning ſhall be ended: 
% And the Lamb that is in the midſt of the 
throne ſhall feed us and lead us unto liv- 


«j ing fonmtains of waters: There ſhall be 
Joy and rejoicing forever. O Who can tell 
th happineſs of being ever with the Lord? 


We now proceed, as was propoſed, in the 


ih third place, To ſhew that, in the expectation 


of Chriſt clearing up the reaſons of his diſ- 
penſations, we ſhould, in the mean time, 


fully acquieſce in them. And, in te 
1 Fin place; We ought fully to acquieſce 
in whatever Chriſt does, becauſe he hath a a 
right to do among the armies of heaven, 


and in this world, juſt as he pleaſeth. The 
univerſe. i is his, and the fulneſs thereof. If 


An Ys do mith, his own what he wills | 


ſurely 
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= 8 Chriſt may do with 115 1 proper- | 
78 ty as he inclines. We are his people, the 


workmanſhip of his hands; and we are not 
2 2 his by creation, but alſo by redemp- 


: He hath redeemed us with his own 
da blood, therefore he has a right to 
do with us as he thinks proper; and we 
have no right to challenge his procedure, or 
to ſay unto him, What doeſt thou ?” 
When he gives us proſperity, or ſends us 
adverſity, we ſhould acquieſce, and fay, The 
Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away, and 

bleſſed be the name of the Lord. But, 
_ + Secondly; We ought to acquieſce in all. 
Chriſt's diſpenſations, becauſe they are all 
directed to promote the glory of God, and 
the good of his church: To glorify God, 
and to redeem his people, did Jeſus come 
into this world. The glory of God ſhines + 
with more brilliancy in the life, ſufferings, 
and in the death of Chriſt, than in the ſun 
of the heavens.” Hence Jeſus our Lord 
ſays, © Father glorify thy Son, that thy Son 


Lalſo may glorify thee; Thave glorified thee 


on the earth; I have finiſhed the work 
e thou gaveſt me to do; and now, 
7 ; 0 O : 
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<O rakes glorify t thou me with thine ow 


. ſelf, with the glory which I had with thee 


before the world was.” Man was creas 
3 for to glorify God, ws to be happy in 


the enjoyment of him. Jeſus Chxiſt has, 

"kl his example and his doctrines, ſhewn us a 
bo we ought to glorify God, viz: by yield- 
ing obedience to his commandments, and 


ſubmitting to his will. Indeed we cannot 
make God more glorious than he is in him- 
ſelf; but our glorifying him conſiſts in a 
proper acknowledgment-c of his glory; ; our 


00 true ' happineſs is inſeparable from that ac- 


 knowledgment. The benevolent heart of 
_ Chriſt is bent on our eternal welfare; and, 
by all his diſpenſations towards us, he means 
to promote our beſt intereſt: Therefore, 
O Lord Jeſus, thy will forever be.done on - 
earth, as it is in heaven. But, in the 

_ Third place; We oughtt entirely to acqui- 


* with all Chriſt's diſpenſations, becauſe 
they are wiſely choſen for effecting their 

ends: He is the Wiſdom of God; why 

then ſhould ye doubt, O ye of little faith? 


The Father hath veſted him with the go- 7: 


vernment of his W of Providence and ; 


grace, 


SERMON. 15 


grace, find of all things viſible and inviſible; 
and will not ye, his profeſſing friends, truſt 
him with your petty concerns? He hath 
given his life a ranſom for your immortal 
ſouls, and will ye not confide in the diſpen- 
ſations of his providence? His ſchemes are 
laid in wiſdom, and his deſigns are execu- 
ted with judgment. Having finiſhed the 
great ſcheme of ſalvation as to merit, proves 
that he is qualified for every other com- 
mendable undertaking. His plans ſhall not 
miſcarry. His word, and all his diſpenſa- 
tions, ſhall accompliſh the ends which * 
deſigns; therefore ye would do well to ac- 
quieſce with all his proceedings, and not to 
rebel againſt'the King of heaven and earth. 
In the next place; We ought entirely to 
be reſigned to all his diſpenſations, becauſe 
we cannot alter them. By being diſcon- 
tented with his conduct, we not only en- 
danger our eternal ſalvation, but alſo deſtroy 
our preſent comfort and happineſs. When 
leſus ſees it meet to viſit us with heavy 
diſtreſs, diſcontentment ſhall increaſe it, but 
never remove it. When he takes away. 
our wealth, our fame, our honour, our 


| health, 


0. erwwer:. 


| health, our friends by death, Aifatisfation 
with his proceedings ſhall not bring any of 
theſe to us again: It is therefore in vain to 
ver ourſelves for what we cannot prevent. 
All ſin in the end is unproſitable; but diſ- 
contentedneſs imbitters all preſent joys: It 
views all things as gloomy and diſtreſſing: 
Let this diſpoſition be far from us: Let us 
learn to be- contented with our lot in the 
world : Let us have no diſaffection but at 


. 5 what is ſinful in ourſelves or in others, 
Opbriſt manages all things well: He is at the 
„ | helm of affairs, and directs all events: It is 


his right to command, our duty is to obey, 

and acquieſce with his proceedings. To re- 

concile us to them, he ſays the ſame thing 

to us in his word which he ſpoke perſonal- 

| * to Peter, © What I do thou knoweſt not 
3 * now, but thou ſhalt know hereafter,” 

Hin we ſee darkly; as through a glaſs, but 
in heaven we ſhall ſee clearly in the light of 
God. Chriſt the Lord reigneth, let the , 
ceearth rejoice. Let us commit our ſouls and 
bodies, and all our concerns, to his manage- 
ment and keeping; for he will make a good 
ggeouht of us at laſt, * preſent us blame- 

leſs 
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leis be before his, and our Rade Father, in 
him. 1 proceed now to apply the 9 50 | 


to the preſent mournful qccaſion. 

My «dearly beloved brethren, The fad 

breach which is made upon you is from the 

Lord]; for affliction cometh not forth of 
the duſt, neither doth trouble ſpring out of 


the ground: Your tears, therefore, I hope, 


are not flowing from diſcontentment at 


Chriſt's doings, but from humble reſigna- 
tion to his will, and from a Chriſtian ſorrow - 


for the loſs of your worthy paſtor, His de- 
parture is indeed a heavy loſs to you; but 
unſpeakable gain to him. O what a duti- 
ful paſtor was he to you, what a loving fa- 
ther to me! We ſhall no more hear his in- 
ſtructions, nor enjoy his company! God 
has taken away His aged ſervant, and open- 
ed for him the doors of the inviſible heaven, 


7 and received bim into it, that he might in- 


herit the kingdom prepared for him from 
the foundation of the world. Can any 


doubt this, when all the ſcripture marks of 


| laintſhip were ſo viſible in him? He is en- 


joying his Sabbath among the ſpirits of juſt 


men made perfect in glory, ning of the 
1 „ 
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5 rivers Hl N at God's We hen while. 


We ſit by the brooks of the wilderneſs.  - No 


more will he ſound the glad tidings of ſal⸗ 
vation in your ears! No more ſhall ye have 
acceſs to him for ſolution of your doubts ! 7455 
No more will he bind up your broken hearts, 
and lead you to Zion's Comforter ! No more 
| ſhall ſinners hear him deſcribing the terrors 
of the Lord, nor inviting them to come to 
Chriſt! No more will he edify the ſaints, 
and be the mean of building them up in 
their moſt holy faith! No more will he 
viſit the dying, and be the honoured inſtru- 
ment of preparing them for eternity! He 
hauath ceaſed to be a miniſter of the goſpel in 
the church militant; and is now learning 
divinity in heaven from the mouth of the 
a Lamb; through the merits of whoſe blood 
he came to glory. O how cleanly and ho-— 
nourably has he gone off' the ſtage, while 8 
5 others remain vanquiſhed and ſlain! O ye 
deſtitute ſheep of this fold, hear the voice of 
the. rod, and him who hath appointed it! 
_ Chriſt has broken one of the veſſels of merey 
among you, to teach you that he is not 
e to 1 of his creatures for the car- 


Ting 


5 os of his work, RY he honours, 
them with the doing of itz. Ceaſe then from 
man, whole breath is in his noſtrils, ior in 
à moment his countenance may be changed; 


in the twinkling of an eye he may be cut 
off: But let Iſrael hope in the Lord, for 


with him is plenteous redemption. He 
hath taken away your paſtor to teach you 
by the eye, what you are ſlow to believe 
through the ear, That it is ne for 
all men once to die- 

Tam no friend to funeral panegyric; aid 
ah vou, on the preſent occaſion, it would be 


altogether unneceſſary; for ye are well ab- 


quainted with the amiable character of your 
deceaſed paſtor. Nevertheleſs, I would be 
| unworthy. of entering the place where I 


now ſtand on this day, were I'to allow ſuch 


a worthy; miniſter of the everlaſting goſpel 
to drop into the grave, without taking no- 
tice of his well known character, which 
character ever ſhall prove honourable to. his 
memory. The Reyerend Thomas Gilleſ- 
pie; your late paſtor, whoſe death this day 
we deplore, was truly a good man, a faith- 
ful, able, and uſeful miniſter of the goſpel 
I 0 of 
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= of Chriftz a Gncere friend, fk a friend as 
is ſeldom to be met with in this wilderneſs ; 

charitable, in the extreme, even to his ene- 
mies, felt their inſults and perſecution, ' but 
en them, and fervently prayed for their 
welfare. All the feelings of human nature 


were, in his conſtitution, keen; but they 


were properly regulated by the grace of his 


© Redeemer. His public and private example 


was pious and praife worthy, He was al- 
ways not only unſtained with-any vice, but 
, allo ahove being ſuſpected of it, by all who 
knew him; and judging others by the laws 
of King Jeſus and himſelf, he ſeldom ſuſ- 
pected profeſſing Chriſtians guilty of im- 
moralities. As a miniſter, you, and the 
people of Carnock, experimentally know 
that he was diligent in the exerciſe of his 
office. His principles were truly evange- 
lical and preſbyterian. Some, indeed, have 
called him an independent, but that had no 


other foundation than his labouring among 


you ſeveral years unconnected with any 
preſbytery ; but ſtill he was a true preſpy- 


8 terian, and a rigid Calviniſt. He was laid 


On. the neceliity. of a. among you | 


7 : . „ — " in 
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in chat TOTO or of facrificing his princi- 7 
ples, which he would not do for any conſi- 
deration, for he believed them to be conſo- 
nant to the word of God. He was a real / 


Hite to eivil and religious liberty, and, at 
the ſame time, a loyal ſubject. Becaũſe he 
would not 6bey a rigorous appointment of 
the General Aſſembly 1752, favouring the 


oppreſſive law of patronage, which was en- 


tirely inconſiſtent with his principles, and, 
in his opinion, contrary to the avowed prin- 


eiples and ſtandards of the Church of Scot- 


land, they depoſed chis good man, and ſo 
deprived the people of Carnock of this 


godly miniſter. The text was then impreſ. 


fed up6n his mind, * What I do thou 
Kknoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt know 
«© hereafter.” He this day knows perfectly 
what ends the Almighty had to accompliſh 


in fuffering his faithful ſervant to be ſo per- 


ſecuted. Perhaps he ſaw this partly in this 

world. He was honoured to be the chief 
founder of a Preſpytery of Relief, for the 
relief of Chriſtians when oppreſſed by the 
law of patronage. Had he not been depo- 
ſed in he” manner he. was, . that preſ- 
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9 I. 


| bytery had never been founded. In the 


foundation of it; the honeſt man hada ſingle 


eye to the glory. of God, and the good of 
dhe church. If others in that preſbytery, or 


any called by that name, act a contrary party 
he has none of the blame. Ihe General 


- Aﬀſembly of the Church of . Scotland will 


their error in his depoſition. when too 
late. In proceſs of time, it is likely ſhe. 


muſt-either adopt other meaſures, or be abo- 
liched altogether. May the Lord reform 


her, and bring her back to her reformation 


principles. I doubt not but ſhe will ſoon 


receive ſueh ſocieties and meeting houſes as 


this into her boſom as chapels of eaſe, and 
allow them the full power of electing their 
- own miniſters, if they conſtitutionally apply 
for reception: That your deceaſed paſtor 
Was friendly to ſuch a ſcheme, many of you 


well know; nay, ſome of you know that 
he had ſuch application to the Church of 
Scotland in his contemplation. But God 


did not permit him to apply to that church 


for reception, which unjuſtly caſt him out 

of her communion, but called him to join 

the General e and Church of the 
VID ene 7 
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e in glory. 0 ere thrice hap- 
by change!“ 
His affliction Seh carried him off was 
of ſhort duration. He was not long de- 
tained from the ſervice of the ſanctuary on 
earth, before he was called to the perfect 
ſervice of God in the New Jeruſalem. The 
body of mortality eaſily fell aſleep in Jeſus, 
and reſts in the hope of a glorious reſurrec- 


tion, and the ſoul found its way ſafe, through 


the blood of the Lamb, to the manſions of 
heaven. Theſe companions ſhall meet again 
on the day of final retribution, Awake 
“ and ſing, ye that dwell in duſt, for thy 


de is as the dew of the herbs: We alſo 


ſhall meet with him again, never more to 
mY if we e ſerye faithfully the axis ee 
he did. 5 | 

= | * AZ 
1 is ſomewhat ſingular, that a few years after this 
| ſermon was preached, which was about the beginning. 
of the year 1 774, the General Aſſembly of the Church 


of Scotland determined to grant chapels of eaſe, in con- | 
nection with the church, wherever the pariſh miniſter 


was diſliked by the pariſhioners. This was evidently | 
done to ſtop the ſpread of the relief; but courts, both 


_ civil and eccleſiaſtical, by their raſh. conduct, have ſet. 
political bodies in motion which they are not able to 
bay ote by the Editor. 
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W A fam ſhort years of evil paſt 
We reach the happy ſhore, | 
8 Where death - divided friends at laſt 
hall meet to part no more. 
And now, my brethren, I muſt bid you fare- 
; wel, by.putting you in remembrance, that 
the beſt evidence ye can give of the ſinceri- 
3 of the regard which ye profeſſed to have 
had for your paſtor, is to imitate his vir- 
_ tues/and graces. Be ye followers of Chriſt 
as dear children, and of them who, through 
faith and patience, are now inheriting the 
promiſes. © Wherefore, ſeeing we are com- 
& paſſed about with ſo great a cloud of wit - 
s neſſes, let us lay aſide every weight, we. 
the fin which doeth ſo eaſily beſet us; 
& and let us run with patience the race that 
is ſet before us, looking unto Jeſus the 
4 author and finiſher of our faith, who, for 
the joy that was ſet before him, endured 
the croſs, and deſpiſing the ſhame, and is 
' * ſet down at the right hand of the throng | 
Vs « of God.” For your encouragement to 
duty, „Mark the perfect man, and behold 
e the upright, for the Later” end of ors) 
64 man is Pa 
| 8E R. 
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4 Cbrintiilats 3. 9. AAtass more deth Fr 22 
N e exceed in ble. 


As the darkneſs of the night is only diſ- 
pelled by the beams of the riſing ſun, ſo the 
dark ſhadows of the Old Teſtament paſſed 
away by the introduction of the New, 
which exceeds the former, as much as the 
light of the ſun does that-of the moon and 
ſtars. This excellency of the New Teſta- 
ment the Apoſtle repreſents from the ſixth 
to the twelfth verſe of the chapter. He 
calls the firſt diſpenſation the miniſtration 
of the letter, conſiſtin g in outward forms, 
| types, and figures; but the ſecond, the mi- 
nitration of the Spirit, that is, either the 
ſubſtance of what was typified, or the more 
remarkable down pouring of the grace of 
N 5 . = 08 
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the Eternal Spirit for the converſion of man- 


kind; either of theſe ſenſes may give it 
this denomination, the minifiration of the 
Spirit, The frlps was wrote on tables. of 


ſtone, the ſecond on the heart, by the ſpirit 
of the living God: The firſt was the 


miniſtration of terror, condemnation, and 


ſtration of righteouſneſs and life, in as much 


as all the ringe of pardon, hope, faith, joy, 


came down from Mount Sinai, it Was neceſ- 


ſary to vail his countenance: But the ſe- 


cond, the New Teſtament diſpenſation, i Is 
fill more glorious, for God hath appeared 


death, pronouncing them curſed who con- 
tinued not to do all things written in the 
book of the law: The ſecond, the mini- 


and happineſs, are ſet open in Chriſt and 
his goſpel. The firſt is called glorious, be- 
cauſe God appeared to his people in a cloud 
of glory; and becauſe the face of Moſes 

did ſhine with brightneſs in ſuch a. degree, 
5 that, when he ſpake to the people, after he 


* | l [ 
in the human nature. The Word was made 


fleſh, and dwelt among us; and we beheld 


his glory (the glory, as of the only begotten 
of the Father) full of grace and truth; and 


_ the 
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hs Spirit of the Tod Almighty deſcended 
on the apoſtles, in the day of Pentecoſt, 

« Like cloven tongues of fire; and they 
te were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
e began to ſpeak with other tongues, as the 


Spirit gave them utterance; and they 


were as a crown of glory in the hand of 
the Lord, and as a royal diadem in the hand 
of their God. | 
In diſcourſing further on this a I 
_ ſhall ſhew the excellency of Chriſtianity to 
that of the Old Teſtament diſpenſation. - 
And, in the „i place, I obſerve, that Chriſ- 
tianity excels the Old Teſtament diſpenſa- 
tion, as it points out Chriſt come in the 
fleſh. © This is a faithful ſaying, and wor- 
thy of all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt 
« came into the world to ſave ſinners.” 
He who was promiſed from the beginning, 
and ſhadowed forth by types and ordinan- 
ces, and ardently longed for, appeared in 
- the fulneſs of time ; for, when the fulneſs 
of time was come, God ſent forth his Son. 
He appeared during the ſtanding of the ſe- 
cond temple ; went into it; taught in it; 
for which'reaſon the glory of it was greater 
| | | than 
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hal the 5 55 of the firſt, wg” be 


Jacob's prophecy, he came before the ſceptre a 


departed from the tribe of Judah. Now, it 


is certain that the ſceptre did not depart 
from Judah, until Herod, by the ſenate of 
Rome, was made king of Judea, in whoſe 


days Chriſt was born: And Daniel's weeks 
Vere determined and finiſhed in the days of 


Jeſus. The Old Teſtament informs us, that 
he was to deſcend from Abraham and Da- 
vid, and was to be the Son of a virgin of 


the tribe of Judah. Now, the New Teſta- 


ment declares, that he is the Son of David, 


and of Abraham, and that he was. born of 


Mary a virgin. As to the place of his 


birth, the Old Teſtament declares it ſhould 
be in Bethlehem; the New confirms the 


truth of the cee „Thou Beth- 


ehem Erhratah, though thou be little 
8 45 among the thouſands of Judah, yet out of 
I thee ſliall come forth | unto me that is to : 


be Ruler in Iſrael, whoſe goings forth | 
have been from old, from everlaſting,” 
The New Teſtament informs us that je- 
27M was born in Bethlehem in Judea: The 
Old faith chat be © ould be in Egypt, and 
called. 


SERMON H.. 72 
called from thanes? the New confirms it : 
The Old foretold that he ſhould have a 
. forerunner; the New informs us that John 
the Baptiſt was his forerunner : The Old 
told that he would work miracles ; the New - 
proves that Jeſus did ſo: The Old declared 
that he would be deſpiſed and rejected by 
men ; the New talls us that his ſoul was ex- 
ceeding ſorrowful, and that he had no place 
where to lay his bleſſed head: In the Old 
we are warned that he was to be numbered 
among the tranſgreſſors; in the New we 
are informed that he was crucified betwixt 
two malefactors: In the Old it was point- 
ed out that he would be laid in the grave, 
and that he would riſe again; in the New 
. we read that he roſe from the dead on the 
third day. The Angels declared it. Many 

_ ſaw him. Two of the diſciples walked with 
him to Emaus. St Thomas thruſt his hand 
into his ſide, and found him to be fleſh and 
blood. He was ſeen of five hundred bre- 
thren at once. In the Old we read that he 
was to aſcend on high, to lead captivity cap- 
tive, and to receive gifts for men; in the 
New we ate told that he was received up 
into 


"SERMON II. 


into heaven, and that he fat down on the 
right hand of God, and gave gifts unto men, 
enabling them to work miracles, and heal 
all manner of diſeaſes; and till he conti- 
nues to give the benefits of grace and ſalva- 
tion to his real diſciples. He was alſo ſeen 
by Paul and Stephen in glory; and O how 
| _ delightful muſt it be to ſee him, who bled 
on the croſs, mining on the throne! 
Thus, through the tender mercy of our 
God, the Day Spring from on high hath 1 
| fited us; the Sun of Righteouſneſs hath ap- 
| peared i in the firmament of. Zion, and ſcat- 
_ tered his ſalubrious . e the nnen 
world. But, ; 
Secondly; Chriſtianity excels the Old | 
Teſtament diſpenſation, ſo far as we have 
"2a more perfect revelation. The Jewiſh 
church of God had obſcure expreſſions in 
types and metaphors ; they had the ſhadow, 
| we have the ſubſtance ; they had the rudi- 
ments, we have the ſyſtem of goſpel truth 
completed; they had a few things made 
known unto them, but we have the whole 
cane of God which concerns our ſalva- 


n manifeſted. i indeed, had the 
60/Pel 
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| coſpel, but it was wrapped up in clouds and 
thick darkneſs; but we have it clear as 
bright ſhining day. The old myſterious 
© hieroglyphics are now explained; life and 
| immortality are clearly brought to light by 
the goſpel. No doubt ſome, under the Old 
Teſtament diſpenſation, as ſome have under 
. the New, had clearer views of the truth 
than others. | 7 
_. Thirdly; Chriſtianity * the Old Teſ- 
| meer diſpenſation, in as much as there is 
a more abundant effuſion of the Spirit of 
God. We find him in the Old Teſtament 
promiſed to be poured on the church, as 
water from the clouds, as rivers in their 
channels, and as an overflowing flood. I 
* will pour out my Spirit, ſays God, upon 
* all fleſh; even to day do I delcare that I 
« will render double unto thee ;”* which 
day means the goſpel diſpenſation : As if it 
| had been ſaid, © I will not only give you 
© my Son to redeem you, but my Spirit to 
& ſanctify and comfort you : For I will pour 
cout my Spirit upon him that is thirſty, 
ald floods upon the dry ground: I will 
| © pour By: Spirit upon thy ſeed, and my 
| oy W 
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IS. Meſſing. upon "© offipring,” When 


Jeſus Chriſt had finiſhed man's ſalvation; as 


to merit, and aſcended to heaven, agreeable 
to the above, and ſimilar promiſes, on the 


day of Pentecoſt, the Spirit was poured 
down in a moſt extraordinary manner on 
the diſciples ; in virtue of which they went 
through the world preaching the glad tid- 
_ ings of ſalvation ; working miracles to con- 
firm men in the faith of Chriſt. The Spirit 
gives a more diſtinct knowledge of the de 


; F + of God and Chriſt, under the Chriſtian diſ- 
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peniſation, than was communicated under 


| the Old Teſtament times. So it was 


foretold, by the prophet. Jeremiah, © That 
© they ſhall all know God, from the leaſt of 
« them unto the greateſt of them.” The 
Fpirit now takes of the things of Chriſt, 
and ſhews them unto the people of God, 
and glorifies our Saviour. He gradually 
reſtores the image of God unto their ſouls, 


and leads them forth into acts of holineſy | 


and virtue. He begins the good work in 
their ſouls, and carries it on to the day of 
complete deliverance from all fin, and from 
its fearful conſequences. But, in tze 

A Fourth © 
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Fun- Place; Chrittanity exceis the Old 


Teſtament difpenſation, as it has delivered : 
us from the obſervance of a multitude of 
rites and ceremonies, which were a heavy 
| yoke upon the Jews. What waſhings, what 
ſprinklings, what purifications, had they to 
_ undergo.? And, when clean, what danger 
were they under by night and day, at home 


and abroad, of being again defiled ? They 
were forced to watch continually againſt 
being polluted. What innumerable cere- 


monies belonged to the ſervice of the tem- 


ple? What journies to and from this place 
of worſhip, from the one end of the land to 


the other? What ſacrifices and offerings had 


they to make ? How much more excellent 
is the goſpel diſpenſation ? In it we have 
only two ſacraments, baptiſm and the Lord's 


Supper. Theſe ordinances of the New 
"Teſtament are much more eaſy than thoſe 


of the Old. To ſprinkle with water in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; 


to eat a little bread and drink a little wine 
at the table of the Lord, are obſervances free 


of bondage, and are attended with few in- 
conveniencies and little expence. But the 
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Moſaic rites were exceedingly expenſive 


and burdenſome ; and the diſpenſations of 


Adam and Noah, with their continual ſacri- 
fices, were coſtly, bloody, and painful. The 
ordinances of the goſpel, however, and 


chiefly baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, re- 


$ preſent the coyenant of grace and its bleſ- 


ſings more clearly than any which were 
_ obſerved before them. When our bodies 


are ſprinkled or waſhed with water in the 
ordinance of baptiſm, this plainly repreſents 
that 'our ſouls muſt paſs through the laver 
of regeneration, or that we muſt have the 


Spirit to waſh us from all filthineſs of the 


fleſh, and of the mind. The bread broken, 


and the wine poured out, in the ſacrament - 
of the Lord's Supper, diſtinctly repreſent 
the body of Chriſt broken on the croſs for 


our fins, and*his blood poured out as an 
ever atoning ſacrifice ; and the actions, eat- 


ing and drinking, evidently hold forth our 
participation of the benefits which he pur- 
_ chaſed for his people. This holy ordinance 
alſo confirms the covenant which God hath 
made with us through his Son, by our 


hearty conſent thereto, which 1s manifeſted , 
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by our eating and drinking, in his preſence, 
at his own Table. O then ye members of 
Chriſt's miſtical body, go to morrow, in the 
ſtrength of the Lord, to his Table, and par- 
fake of this holy ordinance, with ſuitable 
diſpoſitions of heart“. 
In the fifth place; Chriſtianity ed the 


Old Teſtament diſpenſation, as it extends 


to Gentiles as well as Jews. The former is 
ſpread for all nations; the latter was con- 
fined to the Jews. The words of the 
Eternal God to a glorified Meſſiah are con- 
tinually fulfilling. © Aſk of me, and I ſhall 
give thee the heathen for thine inheri- 
« tance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth 
“ for thy poſſeſſion. I will alſo give thee 
for a light to the Gentiles, that thou may- 


1 be my ſalvation unto the end of the 
« earth.” St Paul, by the Spirit of God, in 


the ſecond chapter of the epiſtle addreſſed 
unto the Epheſians, i in an elegant manner 
deſcribes the amazing goodneſs and wiſdom | 
of God, in extending the goſpel to the Gen- 
tiles, and diſpoſing their hearts to embrace 
the ſame. And, indeed, who can but ſtand 


amazed 


fi 


® Preached on a Saturday before the Communion, 
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conduct of the Gentiles, who have believed 
the record of God concerning his Son ? To 


nour and worſhip” to ſtocks and ſtones, de- 
earth, and to the ſun of the firmament; Pay- 


y a great and wonderful alteration of 
conduct: And this very circumſtance aſſures 
us, that Jeſus Chriſt is the true Meſſiah, and 
that it is in vain for the Jews to look for 
another, by whoſe Word and Spirit, and 


compliſhed; ſuch a change of manners was 
never ſeen nor heard of by ancient ages; 


Gentiles to acknowledgment of himſelf, our 


were denied to wordly wiſdom, who were 
furniſhed with. none of the captivating 
charms of Roman, or Greek eloquence, nor 
ſupported by. buman power. The legions 
of hell raged againſt the doctrines which 
thoſe 


* 


ſee thoſe who, from their youth, paid ho- 


admiration muſt increaſe. . Poor fiſhermen, | 
| and Paul a poor deſpiſed tent-maker, who 


amazed at ſuch a ſurpriſing alteration in the | 


vils, ravenous beaſts, venomous reptiles, fire, 


ing devout worſhip to the Moſt High, is 


Miniftry, ſuch an aſtoniſhing work Was ac- 


and, when. we attend to the human inſtru- 
ments made uſe of by God, in bringing the 


— 
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5 thoſe | Apoſtles 8 che lords of the earth 
oppoſed and combined againſt them; the 
ſchools of philoſophers - exclaimed W 
them; and yet, in ſpite of all poſſible op- 
poſition from men and devils, the goſpel 
triumphs, and, with admirable ſwiftneſs, 
ſpreads among the children of men, was 
conſiderably propogated on both ſides of 
the equator; and its fame went through all 
the earth. So the Great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles thanks the Almighty in behalf of 
the Romans, that their faith was ſpoken of 
through the whole world. But 

The goſpel did not ſo ſpread among the 
nations, until it was rejected by the greater 
number of the Jewiſh nation. Jeſus Chriſt 
came unto his own relations, and the pecu- 
liar people of God; but they received him 
not as the true Meſſiah, they treated him as 
the worſt of malefactors. Jeſus knew that 
this would be his fate amongſt them from 
the beginning. He knows the hearts of all 
men, and is acquainted with all future events. 
He pointed out how the Jews would treat 
him and his fojlowers, in that moſt ſim- 
| ple and beautiful parable, which is record- 
4 Pres e 
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= ed in the 21ſt chapter of the goſpel accord- 


ing to Mathew. © There was a certain 
* houſeholder which planted a vineyard 
«and hedged it round about, and digg- 
„ ed a wine-preſs in it, and built a tower, 
4 and let it out to hufbandmen, and went 
64 into a far country; and, when the time 


8 « of the fruit drew near, he ſent his fervants 


" tot the huſbandmen that they might receive 


the fruit of it. And the huſbandmen took 
« his ſervants, and beat one, and killed ano- 
« ther, and ſtoned another, Again, he ſent 
e other ſervants more than the firſt, and 
they did unto them likewiſe. But laſt of 
Dall he ſent unto them his ſon, ſaying they 
3 0 will reverence my ſon. But, when the 


« hufbandmen faw the ſon, they ſaid among 


„ themſelves, this is the heir, come let us 

_ « kiſthim, and let us ſeize on his inheritance. 

“And they caught him, and caſt him out 
of the vineyard, and flew him. When 
4 the lord, therefore, of the vineyard cometh, 
What will he do unto thoſe huſbandmen? 
cc They ſay unto him, he will miſerably 
66 deſtroy thoſe wicked men, and will let 
* out his vineyard: unto other huſbandmen, 
| * which 


* 


— 
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« which ſhall render unto him the fruits in 
[their ſeaſons. Jelas ſaith unto them, did 
« ye never read in the. ſcriptures the ſtone 
which the builders. rejected? The ſame 
« is become the head of the corner; this is 
« the Lord's doing, and it is Scar ern in 
« our eyes: Therefore, ſay I unto you, the 
” kingdom of God ſhall be taken from you, 
and given to a nation Wini forth the 
« fruits thereof.“ 

The goſpel of the kingdom of God was” 
| firſt preached to the Jews; but they re- 
jected it, and lo the ſervants of God turned, 
by his commandment, unto the Gentiles. 1 
The Jews were ſpared until other nations 
received the word, and then they were cut 
off as a nation, and the greater number of 
them deſtroyed by war and famine. They 
were without excuſe for their unbelief, eſ- 
pecially when they continued in it after the 
ſpread of the goſpel. They ſaw the light 
of the goſpel, like the light of heaven, ſhin- 
ing through the world, yet they ſhut the 
eyes of their minds, and would not believe 
in Jeſus whom they had crucified. By the 
ſpread of the goſpel alſo among the other 
| Re nations, 
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25 Saite God reel mankind of che bloed- 
_ guiltineſs of the Jews before he cut them off, 


and ſhewed the inhabitants of the earth that 


he puniſhed them in righteouſneſs; and this 


Procedure of his was a declaration to other 
nations, that, if they would abuſe his good- 
neſs, he. would aſſuredly puniſh them like- 


wiſe... 80 our Bleſſed Redeemer foretold, 
and faid, „ This goſpel of the kingdom | 
« ſhall be preached in all the world for a 
« witneſs unto al nations, and then ſhall 
the end come.” | So God did not deſtroy 
the temple at Jeruſalem, nor the Jewiſh na- 


tion, until he eſtabliſhed the ſpiritual tem- 
| ple and heavenly kingdom of the Meſſiah. 


Further, Chriſtianity excels the Old Teſ⸗ 


tament diſpenſation, in reſpect of the 1 more 


manifeſt liberty which the ſaints enjoy. 
Now there is a liberty, common to believers, 


in every age of the Chriſtian world. This 


common liberty, in the rf? Place, partly 


conſiſts in freedom from the tyranny of the 


devil. , We have heard much, for ſome time 


paſt, of the tyranny of earthly kings and 


human governmnets, and of many ſtruggling. 
to be delivered from their oppreſſion, and 
cruelty : : 


LO 
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. cruelty : We 0 not ſay that there are no | 


T, kings and governments tyrannical, but none 
it of them are more ſo than the devil. This 
is cunning arch foe of the human race has 
r uſurped a government over their hearts and 
1 actions, to which he has no right: By de- 
- ceit and infernal malignity he acquired it, 


d, and he keeps it by a deceiving cruelty ; and 
n O how few comparatively are ſtruggling to be 
a delivered from his tyranny! He commands 
It his faves to do wicked actions, inſpires them 
4 with the hope of pleaſure in the doing of : 
a- them; yet all the time he knows they are 
- forping darts to pierce their fouls through | 
wich many eternal ſorrows: Having ob- 

{- BW tained their complete and everlaſting def- 

re WW truftion, it is by many conjectured that he 

v. then mocks them for their credulity, and 

'S, tells thera, if he had been favoured with 

is the offers of grace and mercy from God as 

ly they were, he would not have been forever 
ne miſerable. We pity the poor „aver in the 

ne Weſt Indies, and in other piaces; they are 

10 llaves generally againſt their inclination; 

g death will give them deliverakce from the 
1d oppreſſion of their fellow men: Their pre- 
EY ee e | „ feat” 
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ſent tion however, i is idee! deplora- 
ble. But ah, how much more miſerable 
are the ſlaves of ſatan ? They are his vo- 

luntary captives; they now do not feel the 
miſery of their condition. If, however, 
they continue in the ſlavery of the devil, 

the flames of hell ſhall ſoon incloſe and. 
| them, and they ſhall mingle there with the 
RE whoſe yells and groans, O could 
they now but hear, how would they deſire 
to ſhun their fate! Jeſus Chriſt, the Bleſſed 
Author of Chriſtianity, has delivered all, who 


wy truly. believe in him, from the tyranny of 


the devil; has'reſcued them from the paws 
of the e lion, and ſet them in a 
land of ſafety. In them he hath deftroyed 
the works of the devil ; and, by his Spirit 
and Grace, hath ſtamped « on their fouls his 


: \- heavenly i image. Secondly, The liberty which 

_ Chriſtians now enjoy, partly conſiſts in de- 
| liverance from the reigning power of ſin. 
Over a wicked perſon not only does the de- 


vil reign, but ſin alſo. The nature is totally 


corrupted, though the devil were annihila- 
ted, yet fin would ſurvive, and tyrannize 
over the natural man. But 


Chriſt has de- 
throned 


ps us a: 


19 
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throned this tyrant alſo from the hearts of 
thoſe who believe in him; and he tells them 


expreſsly, « That ſin ſhall not have domi- 

nion over them; for they rs not under 
*Ethe law, but he grace.” He, their 
rightful Sovereign, hath aſcended the throne 
of their hearts, and ſhall reign over them in 


ſpite of all oppoſition : None ſhall be able 


to pluck them nor their affections out of his 
hand. This liberty, thirdly, wherewith Chriſt 

has made his people free, includes in it de- 
- Hverance from the condemnation of the law. | 


The ſentence of it, which was gone out 


Fes againſt them, was, that they were to be mi- 


ſerable in this life, and in that which is to 


come. Even here, “God is angry with 5 
& the wicked every day; | 
of ſin is eternal death, or wo conſummate. _ _ 
Jeſus Chriſt made atonement to the law. and 
juſtice of God for the fins of his people, by. 


and the wages 


his holy life, ſufferings, and death. In 


proof of this, he aroſe from the grave, and, 
in due time, aſcended to glory, to prepare a 
palace for his followers; ſo now, © There is 0 70 
no condemnation to them who truly be- 


* lieye in Jeſus Chriſt 75 they are reſtored 
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do the hr and love of Jehovah. Ia chis 


World, indeed, they have to endure tribula- 


tions, and at laſt death itſelf. The affſic- 
tions, however, which they have to bear, 

are the chaſtiſements of their Heavenly 
Father for their tranſgreſſions, and all things 


work together for their real good; and death 
at laſt comes to them without a ſting, puts 


an end to all their ſufferings, and is a pre- 
lude to joys eternal. Their ſouls are ſafely 
condufted to the abodes of the Redeemed, , 


and their bodies deſcend to the grave in the 


hope of a bleſſed reſurrection: At that pe- 


riod they mall be ſet at liberty from the 
5 grave, to die no more, but to live with 


Chriſt forever and ever, enjoying increaſing 


| happineſs in glory. Such is the liberty 


with which Chriſt has bleſſed the citizens 
of the Chriſtian world, which ſeems once | | 
to have been contined to the Jewiſh nation 
and even there, under a thick cloud, few 
knew any thing of its nature comparatively ; 
all the then children of God, however, now 


enjoy it in the heavenly Canaan. Many 


other properties of this liberty might have 


been mentioned; but they all are contained 


in 


"WS 
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in this, That Chriſtians have no abſolute 


. maſter, ſave God alone, and his ſervice is 
perfect freedom.” Their fellow men may 


acquire or aſſume a power over them, but 
they muſt not obey them farther than God 
commands, or the Court of Heaven tole- 
rates them to yield obedience. 

Again, The goſpel diſpenſation ack the 
Old Teſtament times, as, during the goſpel 
day, Jews and Gentiles ſhall be united in 
the faith of Chriſt, The downfal of the 
Jewiſh nation preceded the riſe of the Chrif- 
tian world ; its full eſtabliſhment ſhall bring 


in the ancient people of God to the commu- 


nion of the church of Chriſt. When once 
the pure doctrines of the goſpel are preached 
to all nations, the Jews, it is likely, ſhall be 
brought into the church of Chriſt. Soon 
aſter the introduction of Chriſtianity, the 
goſpel was preached purely almoſt to all the 
then known world, by the Apoſtles and their 
fellow labourers. A great part of the now 
inhabited, and inhabitable world, was not 
then known to men. The Almighty, in 
the courſe of his providence, by new diſco= - 
veries, and the intercourſe of nations with 
1 25 | One 
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one another, is gradually preparing the whole 


world for the reception of his word. Much 


- oppoſition, indeed, has the goſpel to TA 


with in all nations, in ſome more than others, 
but it ſhall finally prevail over all. Then, 


| when the fulneſs of the Gentiles is brought 
in, all Ifrael ſhall be ſaved ; the whole Jews, 


ps in a body, ſhall turn unto the Lord, 
© And the vail that is upon their hearts ſhall 
< be taken away. Now, if the fall of them 


be the riches of the world, and the dimi- 
* niſhing of them the riches of the Gentiles, 


* how much more their fulneſs ? For, if the 


ty 


caſting away of the Jews be the reconcil- 
„ © ing. of the world, what ſhall the receiving 
of them be but life from the dead? The 
„children of Iſrael ſhall return, and ſeek 
e © the Lord their God, and David their king; 


and ſhall fear the Lord and his goodneſs 


4 in the latter days.” Upon the reſtoration 


of the Jews to the favour of heaven, it is 


| Probable that the whole world ſhall be of 
one religion and government. Then Zion 
| ſhall ſee eye to eye, when the glory of the 


Lord is revealed. War ſhall then ceaſe; 


Peace and univerſal good will ſhall preyail 


/ 
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from pole to pole, and from the one end of 
the earth even to the other, a conſummation 
devoutly to be wiſhed. Hail glorious day, 
may thy morning ſoon dawn ; may thy ſun 
ſoon ariſe, and baniſh bigotry, ſuperſtition, 
tyranny, cruelty, illiberality, and darkneſs, 
from the earth! Hail glorious luminary, 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, adorn, and fructify the 
moral world into a beautiful paradiſe for 
God and 'man! Let thy vivifying and 
"cheering rays cauſe the bloſſoms of holineſs 
every where appear, that all may be holineſs 
unto the Lord Almighty. 
Once more, Chriſtianity excels the Old 1TH. 
tament diſpenſation, in reſpect that it affords 
us brighter examples, and ſtronger motives, 
to incline us to the performance of our duty. 
We have the perfe& example of Jeſus Chriſt 
ſet before us for our imitation, as alſo of his 
- Apoſtles and followers. We would do well to 
mark the footſteps of the Shepherd and flock, 
who have gone before us to glory; and, 
through the grace of God, to walk as they 
did, in every inſtance in which it becomes 
us ſo to do. The motives to action, 3 
from love and gratitude, are powerful: 
hold then what manner of love is this, 3 
„ 


"4 


i 


4 
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ſee FR Gnzar Juror of the univerſe def. 
eending in brightnels, attended with the Hoſt 


of heaven: He erects in the air the dread 


throne of judgment; the ſouls of che re- 
deemed go at his high beheſt, and animate 
their refined bodies i in the grave ; all glori- 
ous they ariſe from the ſame, and ſpring up 
women their Lord in the ſky. By the or- 
der of the Judge, they take their ſtand on 
his right hand. Then the damned in hell 
come as a thick dark cloud from their awful 


- abode; the lightning of Divine wrath flath es 
over it; the ſouls of the wicked, with a 


thouſand , piercing ſtings in each of them, 
come to the grave, enter their defiled bodies, 
and ariſe from the ſame as ſwine from the 


mire; they are conducted by the juſtice of 


God, and marſhalled on the left hand of the 
Judge on the throne; they behold his face 


covered with frowns ; the final ſentence of 3 


the world is pronounced, by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
the righteous are acquitted from all accuſa- 


tions, and invited to heaven; the wicked 


are condemned, and commanded to depart 
forever from God. The buſineſs: of the 
Great Day Henke" iniſhed, the Judge and 


% 
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4 : 3 company aſcend to tha 1 dae fg 


glory; (the wicked fondly would go with 
them, but the juſtice of God, upon account 
of their crimes, prevents them); they enter 
into heaven, and its gates are forever barred 
againſt the ungodly: Nature around is then 
on flames, and the devil and all 128 crew 


FE are tumbled into hell; 5 th 


Thus I have endeavoured to delineate the 
_ excellency of the New Teſtament diſpenſa- 
tion to that of the Old. I have now only 
to conclude, by exhorting you to be thank- 
ful unto God for caſting your lot in a land 
of goſpel light, and to perform the duties 
which are incumbent upon you. | 
Let your language be that of the plalm⸗ 
| it's -< Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul; and 
all that is within me, bleſs his holy name. 
* Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget 
„not all his benefits; who forgiveth all 
* thine iniquities; who healeth all thy di- 
4 ſeaſes; who redeemeth thy life from de- 
e ſtruQtion ; who crowneth thee with loving 
© kindneſs and tender mercies; who ſatis- 
-* fieth thy mouth with good things, ſo that 
« thy youth is renewed like the eagles.” 
Ee: ey Le 
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Ve are highly e of the Lord; ye e les ; 


and enjoy the day which many great and 


good men would have rejoiced to ſee and 


enjoy; they ſaw it by faith afar off; they 


were glad in the contemplation of it. As a 
you have the light of the Sun of Righte- 5 


d * ouſneſs, work out your» ſalvation with 


« fear and trembling ; for it is God who 
worketh in you both to will and to do of 
his good pleaſure; for how ſhall you 


* eſcape, if ye neglect ſo great ſalvation ? 


Do juſtly, love mercy, and walk humbly, 


& with thy God.” Come to morrow to the 
Table of the Lord with ſuitable diſpoſitions . 
of mind; be ſorry for your ſins, which cru- 
eified the Lord of glory; reſolve through 
grace to forſake them all; love the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt with all your heart, with. all 
your might, with all your ſtrength, who los 
ved you to ſuch a degree as to give his life | 


for you! This do therefore in remembrance 
of him. Love one another; love even 


your enemies; pray for them who deſpite- 
fully uſe you and perſecute you; do good 
unto all men, but eſpecially to the houſe- 


hold of faith; and | ſo imitate your Father 


_ who 


uU II. $4 


ho is in heaven, who cauſeth che ſun to 
ſhine, and the rain to fall, on the juſt and 
the unjuſt. Perhaps there are ſome of you 

in darkneſs, and are heſitating whether ye 
will join or not, on this occaſion, in the 
communion. For your comfort and in- 
ſtruction, conſider that Jeſus, the Mediator 
of the better Teſtament, the Author of the 
ne diſpenſation, is appointed by the Fa- 
ther to give light to them that fit in dark- 
neſs, to open the blind eyes, and to bring 
cut the priſoners from the priſon. Turn 
you then to your ſtrong hold, ye priſoners 
of hope. Come unto Chriſt, by believing in 
him, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and he will give you ſweet reſt, Take his 
_ yoke upon you, and learn of him ; for he is 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye ſhall 
find reſt unto your ſouls. For his you's is 
ya and his burden is or. com 
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. departed from him and tranſgreſſed his law, 


| | their enemies. Though they would not 
perceive the worth of Jephthah, in the day 


to ſee it in the time of adverſity and defeat % 


their land, _ none among themſelves could 
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| Judges xi 68 now Shiltaleth, and be « ſaid Stab, 
]eor he could not frame to pronounce it right. Then they 
ioo him and ſlew him at the paſſages of Jordan; and 
there fell at that time 7 the OO forey and taps 
thouſand, , Fr. | | 


© Ba children of Iſrael were protected by 
God, ſo long as they adhered to him, and 
eyed his commandments : but, when they 


he delivered them over into the hands of 


of, proſperity and triumph, they were made 
When the children of Ammon had invaded 


be 


* 


mne -: of 
de found to conduct the war, and oppoſa 
the common enemy, they were then glad to 
apply to Jephthah, whom they had unjuſtly 
_ expelled from his father's houſe, who was 
perſuaded, by their intreaties and promiſes, 
to become again their head and defender: 
He, like a man who feared God, and re- 
garded the life of his fellow creatures, would 
not ſhed a drop of human blood, till every 
mean of reconciliation failed. He ſent am- | 
baſſadors again and again to the children of 
Ammon, to endeavour, by all poſſible means, 
to eſtabliſh peace, but in vain. Therefore 
he commenced the' war, agreeable to the 
laws of nature and revelation, for both war- 
rant ſelf defence. Kingdoms and nations 
going to war in ſuch a lawful manner may 
expect the aid of heaven; their heads to be 
covered in the day of battle, and at laſt vic- 
tory complete. But otherwiſe, nothing but 
the frowns of heaven, confuſion, and mark- 
. ed diſgrace. As you ſee in the hiſtory” be- 
fore us, no ſooner are the children of Am- 
mon overcome by the wiſe Jephthah, than, 
© "ſtrange to tell, the men of Ephraim unjuſtly 
commence hoſtilities againſt him, and threa- 
| | ten 
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thoſe rebellious 8 I pu 
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ten to lay this hero's houſe i in b U 
grateful and fooliſh conduct! But God wag 


with this man of valour, and crowned him : 
with victory over his enemies at the paſſages 


af Jordan; * and there fell at that time of 


* the Ephraimites forty and two thouſand,” 


Z That Jephthah might not flay any but his 


enemies, he fixes on a mark by which 


\, they would be known. The Ephraimites 
could not pronounce the word Shibboleth, 
but called it Sibboleth ; all, therefore, who 
"could not pronounce it right, were, by the 
ING, put to death. X 


In the text, and the hiſtory to which it 


= e ye may obſerve three things, the 
Fudge; the criterion by which the Ephrai- 


mites were known; and the excenttian of 
pate to make 
a few miſcellaneous remarks on each of theſe 


5 general articles, and chen to ace the oy 


courſe. _ 

Firft, Then, as to the 23 of this affix, ; 
who was Fepbthah, he was a great and a 
good man, and is a canonized ſaint, by the 
Spirit of God, in the eleventh chapter of 
* Hebrews; ; and his name 18 1 down 
to 


or generations, with 1 
7 bf the approbation of the Almighty. \He | 
may be conſidered: as a figure of Chriſt, 
who was then to come; but who is now 
come in the fleſh. His name, Fephthab, 
ſignifies to open ; ſo Jeſus Chriſt opened the 
deſigns of HAVEN which nge ern 


nay, by his own power, he opel ex | 
in which; after his crucifixion; he was laid, 
and aſcended up into glory; and hath caſt 
7 the gates of heaven wide open for the re- 
eeption of his followers. TFephthah was ex- 
pelled from his father's houſe by his bre- 
E , and fled to the land of Tob. © So 

ne unto his own, and his own 

not; fled to Egypt, but at 
y crucil ied him.” Jephthab, when 
his en were telfitute of a warrior and 
deliverer, he became their ſucceſsful defen- 
der. So Jeſus Chriſt, when none in hea- 
ven nor earth could ſave the human race 
but himſelf, he undertook their cauſe, and 
came to this world for to deliver them from 
TE He became the Captain of our ſal- 
BY | vation ; ; 


— 


: then 


upon chem 


1 


| . hall call him bleſſed. Blelted be the 


ene became the head of his 5 
hurch; and daily he conducts many of 

his people to glory. Jepbtbab offered terms 
of Race to his enemies before he proceeded, 1 
_ earry on war againſt them. So Jeſus * 
- Chriſt offers to. wy ſinners, again and 


if Ter ent, to turn from their ſins.” 5 
unto the Lord; but, if they finally refuſe to 7 
hearken to his counſel, he puniſhes them, by,» 
baniſhing them from the favour of God, and 3 
allowing them to-reap the fruit of their own 
"es in hell. Tephthah: was victorious þ} 
over his enemies, he completely def 

them. So Jeſus Chriſt obtained a gail 
victory over all his enemies, hilt the 


never be able to rally $ * acceſst My 2gaink 
- him. He hath contjfjiired e 


red Noth, and him 
who had the power of death. Jeſus is vie- 
torious King of Zion for ever more. 00 His F 
00 name for ever ſhall endure: : And 
men ſhall be bleſſed in him; all nations 


V „Lord 


* 


„ö R 


5 Fo Lord God, the God of Iſrael, IT" only 
4 doeth wonderous things; and bleſſed be 
4 his glorious name forever; and let the 
hole earth be filled with his glory,” 
' Secondly, As to the'triterion, by . ö 
the Ephraimites were known at the paWpes 
of Jordan, viz. their provincial dialect, they 
could not pronounce the Hebrew language 
as the Gileadites ſpoke it. It was then as 
it is now, the ſame language ſpoken differ- 
ently, even in the ſame kingdoms ; and alſo 
the very ſame word has different meanings; 
as here, the word Shibboleth (which is pure 
Hebrew, though written in our tranſlatibn 
of the bible in Roman characters,) ſignifies 
both fruitful ears of corn, and floods of water; 
And, as uſed in the text, it perhaps imported 
as much as any of you would ſay at the 
fide of a river to perſons oppoſing you, 
Let me go through the water.” But the 
Epbraimites could not pronounce it right in 
the opinion of the Gileadites, and ſo gave 
evidence to whom hey belonged. When 
they- could not ſay Shibboleth, they were 
not ſpared to tell tidings, nor to learn how 
to o pronounce it, but were flain accordingly. 
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On The Gilcadites and their head, Jp, 

being ſucceſsful, and the beſt men alſo, 2% 
Ukewiſe, having a juſt cauſe for going tc k 
war: And the Ephraimites having a bad 
1 cauſe, and being overcome and dreadfully © 
* at the paſſages of Jordan: We 


Eb the firſt as pointing out the righte 
the latter the wicked: And ſo paſs from the 
literal hiſtory, and proceed to contemplate 
the difference betwixt the truly religious 
Rs. and. the: hypocrite, or mere nominal profeſ- 
for of religion. Here the goats are among 
the ſheep, the chaff among the corn, and 
3 the tares among the wheat, and ſhall conti- 
nue ſo till the general harveſt or the end of. 
the world. But, in the mean time, the 


bt laſt, he ſhall ſeparate them for \ ever from i 1 


ous ſinners. O how like to one another A 
were the Gileadites and the Ephraimites, 
but how different in their real diſpoſitions ! 1 
So the hypocrite in his external appearance 
is very like the children of God, ſo like to 


. them that often 0 cannot e him 


, for the ſake of inſtruction, conſider 
ous, and 


0 


Lord knows them who are his people; and, 


the company of the ungodly crew of vici: 


from 


4 


Mn . = or! 


. Go one TE themſelves: but their Lord 
. knows him, for he ſees clearly his heart. 
| The following obſervations, however, con- 
” tain ſome of the features of the hypocrite's 
character; your own conſciences can beſt 
W tell you whether theſe features are in any 
| of yourſelves. | 
Ihe hypocrite, or the mere a | 
may addreſs. God in a loud and long ha- 
rangue like the Phariſee, and, with ſeeming 
fervour, as Eſau did to his father; he may 
1 cover the alter of the Lord with tears, with 
weeping and with crying out; but, notwith- 
ſtanding, he is a ſtranger to the prayer of 
faith and to real religion. The Spirit of 
Sod takes no part in his exerciſes, becauſe 
the has not a ſingle eye to his glory, nor 
1 — any pleaſure in religion; but the real 
Chriſtian prays earneſtly and conſtantly in 
faith, being aſſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt ; he 
- draws near to God, in the name of Chriſt, 
| with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith, 
having his heart ſprinkled from an evil con- 
eience, and his body waſhed with pure wa- 
ter, and has real pleaſure in the exerciſe. 
The hypocrite may faſt twice a week, but 
PEE or” ” We 


eke real Chriſtian ſhews his religion, more 
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; he 8085 it i for himſelf, 5 not to obtain e 
approbation of God through Chriſt; he fo. 
does to carry on his own wicked ſchemes 
under a holy vail ; he faſts for ſtrife and 
debate, and to kts his neighbour with the 
Aft of wickedneſs ; but the real Chriſtian 
| embraces every proper opportunity to be- 
wail his tranſpreffion before the Lord, both 
in private and in public; he has not only 
the appearance of contrition for his i i ef 0 

ties, but the reality of repentance alſo 1 Is felt 

in his heart, and it is viſible in his con ver- 
fation; his lage is, to his ſins and com- 
e « Depart from me ye evil doers, 
for I am determined to keep the com- 
4 mandments of my God; and this is no 
Vain oſtentation, but the genuine and fixed 
ſentiment of his ſoul. The hypocrite makes 

a great noiſe about religion, but he has no 
| faving knowledge in it ; 79290 is like a parrot, . 
crying, © God bleſs me,” when it under- 
ſtands not the meaning of the ſaying ; but 


by becoming actions, than noiſe about it; 
he hath both the reality of it, and the mo- 
"= rs of the ſame, The hy- 


h 


pee may be A0 at Chrif's doc- 


ſay, like Saul, © I have ſinned; behold I 


have played the fool, and have erred ext | 
e ceedingly ; but this proceeds only from 


the dread of puniſhment ; and ſo fears God 


as the ſlave does the tyrant. But the real 
Chriſtian mourns, becauſe, by his ſins, which 


are contrary to the nature and law of God, 


'he hath offended the Almighty. Fear to 
- offend God is the beginning of wiſdom ; 
this fear in the Chriſtian is coeval with his 


| being born again, or made a new creature 


in . 


5 


The hypocrite may have a kind of zeal for 
religion, like Saul before his converſion, who 
was exceedingly zealous of the traditions of 


" pAMON ui. 63 


trines and his example, and his command- 
ments, for many followed him during the 
days of his humanity, and exclaimed, Ne- 
« yer man ſpake like this man ;” yet they 
were not a whit better of his teaching, be- 
cauſe they loved ſin, and would not quit 
with their vices. The mere formaliſt in 
religion may ſeem to himſelf and others to 
have his affections awakened to goodneſs; 
he may have a legal forrow for ſin, and 


the 
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hs Aber 3 "bis a0, ern, proceeds 15 
from malice, i ignorance, and from ſelf i inte- - 
reſt. But the real diſciple of Jeſus i is Zea- 
lous for the truth, and of good works; con- 
tends for the faith once delivered unto the 
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=.  _. faints. The mere formaliſt, alſo in religion; 
= 23 *2 may, like Balaam, deſire and hope for hap-- 
= Oo Pineſs, but loves the wages of unrighteouſ- 
| RE neſs, and deſpiſes the way which leads to 
* Bs it; but the ſincere child of God only de- 1 


1 CN ; fires and hopes to find happineſs 1 in the way 
nich he hath appointed to lead to the en- 
| joyment of felicity ; he ſhall obtain heaven; 
and joys immortal; while the hope and joy, 

aäland happineſs, of the hypoerite, having their 
ſdoundation in the ſand, ſhall fade away, and 

beorever fly from him. Appearances of re- 

ligion, without its reality, ſhall avail you 

hothing in the great day of trial. Alas! 
here are many who ſhall feel this to their 

's, | fad experience; for there are many bloſoms 

of holineſs in profeſſors, and comparatively 

üttle fruit; many prayers are made to God; 

few anſwers given to them, becauſe they | 

are not Foe up in faith ; ; _ are crying 

| TEE Lord, 


1 
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1 Lord, who do not His command - | 
ments; many are hearers of the word, few: 
receivers of it comparatively conſidered. „ 
The true criterion which diſtinguiſhes the 155 
aint, from the hypocrite, is good works, or 
the fruits of holineſs. There is a principle 8 
of grace in tlie ſoul of the ſaint, the word 
of God is in him as a well of living water 
| ſpringing up to eternal life. By his fruit 
' he is known : as on the golden candleſtick 
in the temple there were beautiful orna- „ 
ments, ſo the Chriſtian has the flowers of _ be, 
grace, and the fruits of good works, for hies 
decorations. Grace in the heart has the 
ame connexion with good works, which ' . '- 
roots in the ground have with the plants, 
vegetables, and trees, which grow, from 0 _ 
them. Every one that hath the true hope ; 4. 
of falyation in his ſoul endeavours through -, 
grace to purify himſelf from all filthineſs of 
the fleſh and ſpirit. For “ Jefus came to 
+ ſave His people from their ſins; from 
5 the pollution, and reigning power of their 
ſins, as well as the puniſhment of them. 
Now as to the execution which took 5 
» nn . | 
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_ conſider it, as pointing out the Srendfal | 
- vengeance, which ſhall at laſt be taken on 
wilful and impenitent ſinners. Jepbibab 


5 was the commanding General at this flaugh- 


—_— 
; 


ter, and Fudge of the buſineſs: The Ephrai- 


mites, both from God and him juſtly deſerv- 


el their fate. But if Jephtbab was not under 
the neceſſity of ſlaying them by the imme- 


diate commandment of God or ſome other 


circumſtance, it would ſtill have farther en- 
+ Fiched his character to have ſpared as many 


of their lives as poſſible: but God's provi- 


dence directed the affair otherwiſe, and juſt 
and wiſe are all His Judgments: and Jeph- 


thah in this matter is at leaſt blameleſs. 


The River Jordan where this tragedy was 
acted, is ſituated in Judea now called Tur- 
key in Aſia, it ſprings from Mount Libanus, 


and runs through the country for above an 
hundred and fifty miles, forming ſeveral 
lakes as it rolls along, and then diſcharges 


itſelf into the dead ſea. It may be viewed 


as an emblem of death, eſpecially taking it 
in connexion with the hiſtory to which the 
texte refers. Death is that awful flood which 


"082 its 1 9 in , rolls over the moral 
3 75 WE world, 
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e carrying all ereatures with it, the 5 
righteous however get ſafe. through this 5 75 
mighty torrent to the Heavenly Canaan, 

but the wicked are carried with its force to 
the fiery ſea of hell; and O how many lift 
up their, eyes there day and night Many 
who have laid themſelves down on their 
beds in good health, have flept, and their 
ſpirits awaked in hell; —many who in the 
morning have ariſen from their repoſe, ere 
the ſetting ſun have cloſed their eyes on 

this world, and lifted them up there in utter | 

miſery! As Jepbibab was Fudge at the N 

paſſages of Jordan, ſo Jeſus is Judge at 

death and the laſt day; all Judgment 1 is 
committed to Him, and the time of it 18 
fixed; all muſt appear before Him twice, 
viz. at death, and the general Judgment. 
His omniſcient eye is upon you. all at pre- 
dent, and his Judgment is formed concern- 
ing you, and intimated to you in the word; 
the goſpel which I preach unto you, by its 
laws, Jeſus ſhall Judge you at the laſt day: 
Many of you do not now attend to the in- 
timation which is made to you in the word; 
but when the lame | is pronounced againſt you 
SES 25 by 5 
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8 bean . 
by the J MY at the paſſages of Jordan, u all 


Dn thrill your- ſouls, and wound your hearts. 


The great judge from His white throne 
ſhall pronounce your final doom, Which 


Fou cannot avoid, nor any reverſe : The 
ſlentence will be tlie very ſame which in His 
Word He hath already formed concerning 


you and your Works. If you come to the 


| | paſſages of Jordan as corn fully ripe, Jeſus 


will Judge. you over to the Heavenly Ca- 
Haan, According to the bible in your hands, 


and the goſpel ſounding in your ears, He 
hall give you from all your enemies and 
: all evil, complete deliverance. - Thoſe who 


are faithful unto Chriſt even unto the death, 
He will. appoint unto them a kingdom ; 


they” ſhall eat of the fruit of the tree of life 


in the paradiſe of God. Then the King 


4 & ſhall fay unto them on His right hand, 
4 Come, ye bleſſed of My Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world. 


ut on the other hand, if you have not 


| the genuine diſpoſitions of God's people, 


when you come to the paſſages of Jordan, 


it mall, as EIT ſaid, carry you down its 


torrent 


(i 


„nnen mY. Toe 


wren to e dread) ler if ll. t | 
n man be born again, he cannot ſee the 


Hngdom of God! He that believeth not 


in Jeſus Chriſt is condemned already, and 
4 the wrath of God abideth on him: The 5 


1 unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom 


4 of God. The unprofitable ſervant ſhall 


4 he caſt into utter darkneſs: there ſhall be 


: «weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. All 5 
who are not Chriſtians indeed ſhall meet - 


with the fecond death at the paſſages of 


Jordan. / For tlie great judge faith, Thoſe 


mine enemies, who would not that I 


| ſhould reign over them, bring hither and 


flay them before me. He hath drawn 
His ſword and ſhall bathe it in the blood 


of His implacable enemies. Behold' Him 


ſanding before you at the paffages of Jor- 


dan giving commandment to His Ar o 


flay all the ungodly. 


Te are alt upproaching to death, and ſhall 


ſoon meet with it. Endeavour therefore 


through grace to prepare for your latter 


end. Be aſſured no hypocritical trimming, 
no language, but the genuine language of Ca- 
naan, ſhall avail "mn when you come to the 


Pg 
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N of Pen if you cannot wack the 
language of Canaan ye muſt be ſlain! Be 
humble, and mindful of death and judg- 
ment. Humility i is at the foundation of all 
dhe graces of the Spirit of God. Bleſſed 
Fare the poor in ſpirit for theirs is the 
; * kingdom of heaven.“ The Devil ; is the 
king of all the children of pride; But Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Governor of the meek and 
lowly. Pride was the impelling cauſe 
which raifed the Ephraimites in. rebellion 
againſt Jephthah ; behold ! how they were 
deſtroyed... The humble, God will exalt, 
but the proud, 'He ſhall bring low. As the 
vallies are often fruitful in corn and Ver- 
dure, when the lofty mountains are cover- 
ed with ſnow, ſo the humble abound in 
: good works, when che proud are devoid 
of them. As the violet is more ſavoury 
than the gaudy tulip, ſo the humble are far 
more precious than the proud and high 
| minded: the humble, God beholds with a 
5 py countenance, with the proud he is 
angry every day. Examine yourſelves, 
prove yourſelves, know ye not, that ex- 
| e the N of Chriſt dwell i in you, ye 


e gare 


SERMON Ik 71 

4 are reprobates? For if any man has not 
e the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of His. 
6 Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and ye 
« ſhall be ſaved.” Believe in the merits of 
His blood as all-ſufficient to waſh you from 
all defilement ; believe in His righteouſneſs 
as all-ſufficient to juſtify you before God, 
from all accuſations. And when- Jordan 

© overflowsits banks, it ſhall only gently en 


you over to the celeſtial Canaan, 


eee eee. 6. e. 8 
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8 5 8 back contains a ene but true hiſ- 
'_ _ tory, of the fate of the church, until the 
| end of time. The events Sch have al- 
ready befallen her, and others, which have 
not yet taken place, were in St John's view, 
the Penman of this Revelation, acted over 
by the Angels of Heaven. His deepeſt at- 
tention was moſt ſolemnly demanded, to 
this ſcene, as by the ſound of a trumpet, 
1 laying, „Come up hither and I will ſhew 
e you the things which muſt be hereafter.” 
The viſions with which he was favoured, 
- repreſented. the ſufferings of the righteous 
and their happy termination; as alſo, the 
e of the wicked in this world and 

= their 
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their final overthrow. The ſcope, of this 
chapter in particular, is to ſet forth the ma- 
, jelty of the eternal God as the Governor of 
the Univerſe; and the an . 
of His people. . 

In che ſequel of the Hifooiitle, I intend 
ft, to ſpeak: a little of the throne mention- 
ed in my text, and deſeribed in this chap- 


ter; ſecondly, of the ſea of glaſs clear as chryſ 


tal, which is ſaid to be before this throne; . 
then to conclude with ſome improvement. 
As to the firſt; A throne, ſignifies a mag- 
nificent ſeat on which Princes frequently fit 
to receive the homage of their ſubjects and 
attendants, to give audienee to ambaſſadors, 
and power to their deputes to execute juſ- 
tice through their kingdoms. Heaven is 
| faid to be God's throne, and the earth His 
| footſtool, Jeruſalem is called alſo the throne 
_ *of the Lord ;” Jer. iii. 17. which is ex- 
prefſive of His abſolute dominion ovet 
churches, ſtates; and kingdoms : © For He 
_ *ruleth in Jacob unto the very ends of the 
earth.“ And this dignified appellation 
was beſtowed upon Jeruſalem, it is likely, | 
becaufe, there, in the moſt holy place of the 


K temple, 15 


, 
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temple, was the Ark of the Covenant, where 
God did dwell between the cherubims, ſhin- 
ing forth gloriouſly, filling the conſecrated 
dome, with His brightneſs: Not that His 
preſence was confined to this place, or His 
full glory there diſplayed; but that he ma- 
nifeſted Himfelf in an eminent manner to 
His choſen Iſraelites: They were favoured 
with the Ark, and the Divine Shechinab, 
until, upon account of their tranſgreſſions, 
| the Almighty withdrew His ecial preſence 


_ from them; and then the Ark was taken 


from them: So that ſchabod (the glory de- 
' parted) was the univerſal motto throughout 


dhe country of the Hebrews. As the temple 


was the palace of Jehovah, and the mercy 
ſeat His throne, ſo He is now in Chriſt re- 
eonciling the world unto Himſelf: The ful- | 
neſs of the Godhead dwells in our Saviour: 
He is therefore mighty and able to fave all 
who come unto God through His merits, 
| Chriſt hath covered the fins of His people 
with His perfect righteouſneſs, (as the mer- 
ey ſeat covered the Ark of the Covenant); 
and His blood and ſpirit waſh them from 
the defilement of their iniquities. As the | 
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Ark 1 had its place by God 8 authority alter- 
nately as occaſion required, in the temple, 
and tabernacle, ſo Jeſus Chriſt, who is both 


| the throne of Grace, and the Prince of peace, 
was ſet in the viſible church at His incarna- 
tion or birth; Hence © He is called the true 


4 tabernacle which the Lord ' pitched and 


„ not man: He was inveſted with His 


public office by a divine patent; Him 


„ hath God the Father ſealed and ſet Him 
King upon his holy hill of Zion.” After 


the Ark had ſerved God's end in the taber- 


nacle, it was brought into the temple on 


Mount Zion; ſo Chriſt having finiſhed the 
work, which the Father gave him to do on 
earth, was received up into glory, and ſet 
down on the right hand of the ne in 


the heavens. 


Now, although, as ; above ated, Jeſus may 


be conſidered as the throne of grace in which 


Jehovah himſelf dwells, and from this throne 
God deſigns to ſpeak to the children of men; 
and although, that the Divine Majeſty of 
the univerſe” cannot be contained on any 
material throne abſolutely conſidered, nor 


8 even ſo in the body of Chriſt, which is ma- 


terial; ; 


terial; and hence from the nature of things 
muſt occupy ſpace: As He is the God-Man, 
the King of Zion, the Governor of the uni- 
verſe, I cannot ſee, why we may not from 
ſeripture and reaſon infer that there is a lo- 
cal heaven of happineſs, and that in this 
heaven there is a material throne glorious 
and beautiful, beyond all deſcription, on 
which Chriſt ſits advocating with his father 
the cauſe of his people upon earth: Though 
advocates on earth fit not on the throne, of 
Judgment beſide the judge or judges when 
pleading for their clients, this is no argu- 
ment againſt the doctrine here hinted at, 


A . for their office bears little compariſon to the 


exalted employment of Chriſt. He is equal 
in dignity with God the Father, and is the 
great judge of the world. Iſaiah; tells us 
in the vi. Chapter of his ; prophecies, * “ That 
che ſaw the Lord ſitting upon a throne, 

high and lifted up, and his train filled. the 
« temple.” And our Saviour himſelf ſays, 
Ik I be liſted up from the earth; I will draw 
« all men unto me. The laſt verſe is ge- 
nerally underſtood; as if our Saviour had 


85 wh If be lifted up on the croſs, and my 
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doctrines ſpread among wats 3 will draw 


all men for whom I died unto me.” The 


interpretation is juſt ſo far as it goes, but 
the paſſage includes alſo his aſcention to the 


| throne of glory in heaven, to that throne 


which Iſaiah ſaw high, and lifted up. And 


from that throne he ſays unto us by his 
word, To him that overcometh will I 


grant to ſit with me in my throne, even 
as I alſo overcome, and am ſet down with 


„ my Father in his throne,” Many other 


paſſages might be brought forward to ſup- 
port the doctrine here hinted at; which 
doctrine no perſon can diſprove. So it is 


from ſcripture and reaſon highly probable, 
that Chriſt fits on a glorious, material throne, 


ſurrounded with the hoſts of heaven, and 
his train, (the perfections of his nature), fills 
every ſoul with homage and adoration, and 
the heavenly temple with glory. 
This Throne in heaven, is not only filled 


with the human nature of Chriſt, but alſo 
in union with it, the Divine eternal reigns. 


So in the fifth chapter of this ſame book, we 


are told, That the Son came and took the 
bock out of the right hand of him that ſat 


upon 
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upon hs throne : And the appearance or 
him who fat thereon was to look “ upon 
Ake a jaſper, and a ſardine ſtone: And 
there was a rainbow round about the 
I chrone, in light like unto an'emerald.” 
Many are of opinion that theſe three pre- 
ciĩous ſtones here mentioned, repreſent the 
glorious trinity. The Faſper is the mother 
of pearl, and of very beautiful colours; it 
was one of the ornaments in Aron's breaſt- 
plate; and is ſaid to be a preſervative againſt _ 
the moſt noxious poiſons; which may bring 
\ Intoour minds the ſpotleſs purity of God, His 
manifold excellencies which never wax old, 
and the riches of His grace which heals our 
fouls from the ſtings of the Old Serpent. 
The Sardine ſtone is valuable and of a bloody 
complexion, was alſo in Aron's breaſtplate 
and in the foundation of the New Jeruſalem. 


It is unto us an emblem of God's juſtice, 


and of the ſufferings of Chriſt: God will by 
no means clear the guilty; without the ſhed- 
\ Ing of blood there was no remiſſion of ſin. 
Around this throne there is, a canopy of 
Rate, a rainbow, to behold in hue like an 
emerald ſtone, which is extremely beautiful, 
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FE the egy rainbow in the cloud was to 
Noah and his family, and is ſo ſtill to men, 
à a ſecurity, that God will not again deſtroy 
the world with a flood, ſo around the throne 
of God in heaven, there is a rainbow, a to- 
ken of the faithfulneſs of God, and the ſtabi- 
lity of the Covenant of Grace; thereby giv- 
ing the people of God, the moſt ample ſecu- 
rity, That His wrath as a ſtream of brim- 
ſtone ſhall never overwhelm or deſtroy an 
elect world. There is acceſs from the four 
winds of heaven to him that ſits upon the 
throne. They ſhall come from the eaſt 
„and the weſt, the north and from the 


Al ſouth, and fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, | 


e and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” 
Angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect, are his attendants on his throne; 
they with alacrity obey his high beheſts. 
And from his throne proceed thunderings 
and lightnings; theſe in their natural ele- 
ments are formed by God, and are obedient 
to his will. His: miniſters of religion are 
clothed in ſpiritual thunder and lightning 
ftom his throne, and they are commanded 
do diſplay to ſinners the terrors of the Lord: 


. 
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They are alſo inveſted with power to publiſh 
the glad tidings of peace and ſalvation ; To 
Saints, they are as the moon, in à ſerene 
ſhining night, reflecting the light of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs: To ſinners as thunder and 
lightning in an awful ſtorm; diſplaying to 
them the curſes of a broken law. Tremen- 
dous then is the throne of God to ſinners ! 
And O how ſolemn and majeſtic is it to the 
| Redeemed ! Even Moſes, when he received 
che law from God, quaked, being filled with! 
terror, when he ſaw a portion of the glory 
of God. Were his throne in the heavens 

diſplayed in our view, the light of the ſun 
| would be darkneſs when compared to its 
glory: For God is light, and in him is no 
darkneſs: He dwells in light tranſcendently 
glorious. Let us then be afraid to offend 
this Great Majefly of the univerſe+ In his 
favour, life and perfect happineſs are contain- 
ed: His frowns are worſe than death; they 
convey miſery to all who: are under wo 
But I now proceed. | 

Secondly; To ſpeakofthe en of Fe lle uns 
to chryſtal before the throne. This language 
is wir 1 ee * there is a ma- 
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fp terial a in heaven as above hinted at 
conveys to the mind nothing inconſiſtant with 
ſcripture nor reaſon; but a ſea of glaſs clear 


as chryſtal before that throne, is language, 
not reduceable to literal fact; This however 
is no ſolid argument againſt the doctrine of 
a material throne. The fea of glaſs, here 
mentioned, as before the throne, has an al- 
luſion to the brazen laver in the tabernacle, 


and the molten ſea in the temple made f 


the ſaid ſubſtance, but the latter in a moſt 
elegant and magnificent manner. Water 


was poured into them for waſhing the Prieſts 
hands and feet, for ſanctifying them for their 


| office: The molten ſea and the lavers, point- 
ed out Chriſt and the efficacy of his blood in 


waſhing away the deſilement of ſin from his 


people. It was not the water in the laver 
which purified but what was ſignified by it. 
_ * Jeſus was the flain Lamb of God from the 


foundation of the world.” His blood was 


exhibited (though not ſo clearly) in the Old 
Teſtament diſpenſation as well as in the or- 
to caſtithe ſins of his people into the deeps 


ol the ſea, viz. into the deeps of Chriſt's | 
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blood, to . them white as « wa 2 
ſnow.” Ve Kings and Prieſts in Zion, waſn 
in this ſea of glaſs before the throne : : what-. 
ever ye are now, ye were once, altogether 


filthy, from the crown of the head to the 


ſoles of the feet; abominable, and loathſome. 
But bleſſed be God, that this ſea of glaſs be- 
fore his throne cleanſeth from all ſin; “ the 


blood of the Son of God cleanſeth from 
all fin.” This ſea is the fountain * opened 
266; to the houſe of David, and to the inhabi- 


be tanits of Jeruſalem for fin and for untlean- 
nt. The infinite Agnity thereof, makes 


it efeacious for this end : It is the blood 


"" God : © Feed the church of God which 


he hath purchaſed with his own blood.” 
Ahe pirit of God applies this blood unto 


the ſchuls of his children. Nay the ſpirit is 
in this blood, and communicates life to their 
| hearts It is the ſpirit that quickeneth'* 
 +thoſes who are dead in treſpaſſes and fins, | 
antiall:who ſhall be ſaved, O ſinner, life, 


real lie to your ſoul may be found in the 
blood of:Chriſt ! This ſea of glaſs will make 
© Four: all Hair, and remove every ſpot from 

Fill purge your conſcience from 
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. 8 to ſerve the living God. Now 
we may conſider the beautiful and emphaz & , 


tical appellations here given unto the blood 4 

of Chriſt: It is called “ a ſea of glaſs der 

as chryſtal before the throne.” . 
Theſe deſignations, and its poſition, may 

denote the following things. Firſt, the | 

ſufferings of Chriſt are a true mirror for re. 

preſenting unto: us- ſin in. all its deformity. 5 

They who ſee little, or no evil in ſin, I would 

adviſe them to look to Chriſt at Gethſemane, 

and on the croſs ; and then to aſk their 

conſciences, what mean theſe His bloody 

and awful ſufferings ? He did no evil, no 

guile was found in Him; even his judge 

found no fault in Him: Surely God would 
not have permitted ſuch complicated for-- 
rows to ſeize His only begotten Son for no 
purpoſe ;z © He the juſt /o ſuffered, for the 
“ unjuſt, that wo might be made the righte- e 
* ouſneſs of God in him. Behold then in 4 
the ſea of glaſs, the evil nature of ſin, and 

learn to avoid the ways of iniquity. When 
Chriſt as ſubſtitute ſo ſuffeted, what. ſhall 

become of thoſe who trample upon his 

merits, live in ſin, and deſpiſe the ſalvation 

offered them by the r | | 


Secondly 5 : 


| 
& 


. 1 
* © "Ts ' 8 Wo 5 2 i | g 

5 N 7 5 b 7 {2 : * * — 
3 5 2 3 4 * - 

. 9. 8 $ N ; "4 : 
1 8 i 8 7 
} 5 © z 1 N p 7 7 . n : 1 8 
o l z n * Ea + f 
W 5 g 5 ge 
C 

1 - » 1 


. 8 The W ee 
ſaneration, may imply the immaculate purity | 
pP the blood of Chriſt, It is clear in point 
ok purity as chryſtal: It is purity itſelf: the 

| $ ES. | - ae chryſtal when compared to it is full 
__ of ſpots : the | brighteſt ſhining diamonds . 
_-.-- when compared to the ſea of glaſs ceaſe to 

=” ſparkle : the pureſt mountains of ſnow when 
=  evitraſted with it, loſe their complexion : : 

1 It 4s incortuptible; takes away pollution 

- from the ſoul, and yet nen will net 

mingle in . 
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note its all ſufficiency to ſaye, to the very 
uAuAttermoſt, all who come unto God, through | 
its merits. It is a full fea of ſalvation _ 
flowing from the Ocean of God's love; and 
none by faith ever yet embarked on this fea 
but reached the heavenly Canaan. Here no 
deevxouring billow ſwells; no tempeſt blows; 
bd the gentle gale of the ſpirit wafts all 
=_ = upon it it, ſafe to their deſired home! But it 
l WT. is called a ſea of glaſs, clear as chryſtal, to 
pPioint out God's complacency with all who 
are AO | As Tn the Heuveris are 
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e che element the ſea, appears almoſt 


| ſerenity of the ſky : So the merits and blood 


as to the poſition of this ſea of glaſs, it is ſaid 


life flowing from his throne, to lead all the 
people of God to che abode. of holitiefs in 
glory. Before any of the human race come 


| come through the ſea of glaſs before it. 
There is no back way to this throne: no 
way but by this ſea before it. When we 
\ worſhip God, we muſt bathe in the ſea of 
glaſs to purify us for the ſervice. This fea | 
extends from heaven to earth; at the Port 
ol faith in Chriſt, there, we embark for the 
New Jeruſalem above, and ſhall in due time 


have a happy landing. 1 now proceed 


to apply this ſubject. 


And profeſſing chriſtians, allow me to 


aſk you, have ye been waſhed in the fea 
of glaſs which is before the throne ? O put 


the ſaid e ſeriouſly to your own - 


e 
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to be before his throne: It is the water of 


to fit, with Chriſt on his throne, they muſt : 


like glaſs clear as chryſtal, reflecting the 


of Jeſus reflect the love, mercy, juſtice, and 
and truth of God, harmoniouſly ſhining . 
from his throne upon man. Now further, 


* 
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oönſclences. If ye. have * aſked in 
this ſea, then ye are clean in every part; 
yh not ſo perfectly. If any man be in 

“ Chriſt Jeſus, he is a new creature : old 
« things are paſſed away 3 ; behold, all things 
«are become new.” The new creature Is 
waſhed from the groſs pollution of the out- 
ward man, and is delivered from the reign- 
ing power of fin in the ſoul. © Who ſhall 
« aſcend into the hill of the Lord ? And 
ho ſhall ſtand in his holy place? He 
« that hath clean hands and a pure heart; 
© who hath not lifted up his ſoul unto va- 
« nity. nor ſworn deceitf ly. The new 
creature has found in his experience, that 
the ſea of glaſs is mingled with fire: For 

the blood of Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
always go together: He as a fire burns the 
corruption of the old man; and kindles a 
flame of love in the ſoul to God and holi - 
neſs. | The new creature, or he who is 
waſhed in the ſea of glaſs, depends not upon 
his own righteouſneſs for acceptance with 
God, but upon the perfect obedience of the 
Redeemer. Are ye then ſo waſhed in the 


des which. is before the throne ? There are 


1 


\ r e * 2.2 , 7 *s, Fs D Wo 6 p RRC OE © $0 w 7G, 4 
YE ea roi bg Fo ro eee te Se re dd 
. py : i 2 , J » : "S334 7 "Y T 1 : * - * v7 Yy on” the” 4 1 — 8 * 9 6 { IrF) "= 
** LD, 4 2 * I he | r vw CEE 8 * 0 K 4 l x . | 2 Ky oy 
R Z mT / 5 * 


” N 7 Bas”, 
ö ' - % 


SERMON me * 


many of the real children of God who | 
cannot poſitively anſwer the queſtion. or 
the comfort of poor trembling believers, let 5 | 
them conſider, though their ſins be more in 

number than the hairs of their heads, here $94 
is a Sea, here is an Ocean for their purifica- - 
tion: « Though their fins be as ſcarlet, they e 
„ ſhall be white as ſnow; though red like 
“ crimſon, they ſhall be as wool.” Bleſſed 5 
are they who mourn for their ſins: for they e 
ſhall be comforted: the ſea of glaſs will Fg 
cleanſe them from all pollution, 2 3 | 
But O wilful and impenitent ſinner, what 3 | 
ſhall become of thee? If you continue inn 


— 


jypour preſent unhallowed ſtate, the ocean of 

fire and brimſtone waits for your reception. 
Think, O. think of your danger! Without - 

a moment's delay eſcape for your life, and x 
run to the Bea of Glaſs for __—_ 
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Twi 18 part of che dying PEI of the 
| King of lireal, the beſt of x parents, to his ſon, 

and ſucceſſor in his throne and do inions. 

He was ſenſible, as all parents ought to be, 
that the fear of God and obedience to Him 
are the true ornaments of man, the glory of 
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teu the God of th yy. 15 
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a family, and the ſafety of a ſtate. David 
now under the influences of the ſpirit of 


God, and filled. with thoughts of his depar- 


ture, convokes an aſſembly of all the diſtin - 
guiſhedperſons in his kingdom, and addreſſes 


them with eloquence and tenderneſs of ſoul, 
_. perſuading them to promote religion, which 
js the happinels of nations as well as of in- 
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ta the” wokds of. my text, the dying king 
with dignity, and weight, and tenderneſs, 
gives his fon, his beſt and laſt advice. Oh! 
how was the young Prince, on hearing the 


fame, moved with affection to his father, 


gratitude to his God, and with reverence to 
the afſembly ! Surely the whole audience 
were diſſolved in tears at the ſight of their 
governour, their father, teacher, and pro- 
tector; when he ſpoke of leaving them and 
falling aſleep in death, how then would their 
boſoms heave, and their eyes become rivers 
of waters, at the thoughts of again ſeeing 
their king no more But, in the midſt of 
the nobles, captains, priefts, and elders, it 
was eaſy to diſtinguiſh Solomon, not only 
by his place and habit, but alſo by his tears 
and ſighs; for the nearer the relation is, the 
ſtronger and greater is grief in proportion. 

The doctrine contained in the text is, 
That it ought to be the chief and great work 
of parents in their life, and at their death, to 


recommend religion to their children. For 
the illucidation of this ſubject, I purpoſe, 
Fift, to inquire into the import of the words 

in the text : Secondly ; to deal with parents 
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i that they may recommend religion to their | 
children: Thirdly; to perſuade children to 

be religious: Then to Dake; ſome ep 5 

tion. ; f 8 | 


J return then to inquire into the 1 3 
of the words in the text. And, in the firſt. 
place, 1 obſerve, that this dying charge f 
of David's to Solomon his ſon, is a ſtrong 
proof of natural affection. In the hearts of 


parents, natural affection to their children 


is planted by the Creator, the more effectu- 
ally to ſecure their welfare; which affection 
is as deeply rooted in fathers, though not ſo 
flowing and paſſionate as in mothers. - The 
compaſſion of God over his people in their 


helpleſs ſtate is repreſented. by that of a fa- 


ther over his child, Pfal. 103 13. They 
have not the nature of parents who harden 
their hearts againſt their children as if they 
were not theirs : which looks, as if God for 


other crimes had deprived them 5 wiſdom, 


and had not imparted unto them under- 


' ſtanding; but this charge was far from being 


againſt the dying king of Iſrael; he was 
tender and indulgent to a fault; the good- ; 


neſs of his GOTO, the pious paſſions 
| that 
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that were in him, and the benevolence of 


his heart, ſeemed to diſarm his ſpirit of 


that ſeverity that was due to ſome of his 


children. Can we here forget his paternal 
regard to ungracious Abſalom, who was cut 
off in the act of rebeilion againſt the beſt 
of fathers and kings; yet David broke out 
into the moſt pathetic lamentation; 2 Sam. 
viii. 33. © And the king was much mov- 
1 We and went up to the chamber over the 
„gate, and wept ; and, as he went, thus he 
He O my ſon Abſalom, my ſon, my ſon 


« Abſalom! would God I had died for thee, 


O Abſalom, my ſon, my fon !“ This 


paſſionate language is not to be juſtified, | 


but upon the ſuppoſition it lowed from a 
principle of piety, as his ſon died in his 
ſins, for his life would have been a plague 
to his father and his kingdom. But in the 
addreſs of the text there is affection towards 
a hopeful ſon, directed with reaſon and un- 


derſtanding. 
2dly; They import, that he had a great 


concern that his children ſhould have an 
intereſt in God: this is the chief point 
which good men living and dying have 
moſt '' at heart, that their children may 

know, 
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know, fear, and ſerve God, for then they : 
will have an intereſt in his good providence | 
here, and be happy. in his favour hereafter, 
By faith, illumination and argumentation,” | 


they found the preſent and eternal happineſs. 


or miſery of their children, and its connec- 


tion with their adhering to, or deſerting 


God; and it is this foreſight that filleth 
them with vaſt concern, that their children 
may hear God, and be hearty and ſteady in 
religion. If thou ſeek Him, He will be found 


of thee ; but if thou forſake Him, He will 


caſt thee off forever. Can a parent in ſtrong- 
er terms expreſs his denen for the ſouls 
of his ſons, than the king of Ifrae doth 


here? He tpcaks, as one after God's heart; 


like a man who had ſeen the evidences and 


full power of religion; like a dying father 


| whole greateſt wiſh. was to meet his ſon in 


heaven. Under this one great concern for 


their childrens ſtate, ſhould every parent 


live and die. O! how ſtriking, how movirig | 


to ſee good men leaving the world, thus 


parting with their children? Had we been 
preſent, had we ſeen the venerable king, 
aa Tow... the throne ; had we heard his 
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laſt ſpeech to the heads of the nation; had 


we ſeen with what awe, but majeſty, grave 
ſolemnity, and flaming zeal, he turned him- 


ſelf to his ſon? the impreſſion had been | 


ſtrong and everlaſting. 


3aly; They import ſweet reflections on 


God, as his God, and the God of his ſeed. 


*< Thou Solomon my ſon, know thou the 
God of thy fathers,” that of Abraham, 


Iſaac, and of Jacob, the God of thy father 
David, my God, How noble, how grand, 


the ſentiment of the dying king, Know 
“ thou, and ſerve the God of thy fa- 
ther.” —Would you wiſh to ſay a greater 
thing to thy children on thy death bed, 


than, God, the eternal God, the God of 


heaven, has been thy father's friend, make 
him thine ; I have been a ſervant of God's, 
do thou never deſert his ſervice; let not the 


intereſt thy father had in God be loſt in 
thee. Multitudes of fathers are ſolicitous to 


keep and perpetuate eſtates and riches, which 
often prove a ſnare to them and their 


children. There are few fathers that are 
anxious to perpetuate a relation to God in 


their families, though it is the only thing 
worth 7 
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Parents have in God, is comfortable in their 
laſt hours; the more eaſily can they leave 


their haren to the care of God ; though 


they know this will not ſecure them, without 
perſonal faithfulneſs. Once, indeed, did 
David fall into the fearful pit and miry 


clay; but, by free grace and repentance, we 


ſee him ſtanding firm on the rock of ſalva- 


Worth the keeping. The intereſt religioun 5 


tion, having his goings eſtabliſhed by more 


ſecurity than hitherto, in the way of the 


Lord. And, now, upon good ground can 


he call God his God, and 1 N his Ton to 
ſerve the God of his father. 
_ athly; They import, that ok felge 
hath its foundation in knowlege. Know 
thou, the God of thy father; know Him 
as Creator and Lord of the univerſe, and as 
thy Creator and Lord, who hath dominion 
over all his creatures, and over thee, and 
know him as your Judge who will call thee 
in before his judgment ſeat, It is of great con- 


= 


ſequence to young people to beimpreſſed with 


a lively ſenſe of the adorable perfections of 
the Deity ; ; this is the very eſſence of reli- 
gion, and Fic baſis of ſincere obedience ; 


„ ſincerity 


SERMON v. 
ſincerity is the chief qualification of ohe- 
dience, for it includes in it a deſire to 
pleaſe God, intention to. glorify him, and 
the practice of righteouſneſs and kindneſs. 
As the diſpoſition, of the heart, which 
gives value to external works in the ſight 
of God, is active in making the ſoul pray 
unto God, if thou ſeek him he will be 
found: of thee. A creature that believes in 
God, ſees his derivation from him, and 
feels his dependence upon him, cannot live 
without prayer. This a pious ſoul doth as - 
naturally as a new born infant turns to the 
breaſt. The divine nature has its infants as 
well as animal nature. A child of God makes 
all its requeſts known to God as à father. 
This principle makes a man a ſteady adhe- 
rent to God's worſhip and ordinances, in 
oppoſition , to them that are againſt him. 
David and Solomon are an awful warning 
to the beſt of men, after their firſt advances 
in religion, and even in the decline of life, 
to keep a guard upon their ſenſes and paſ- 

_ Hons, to watch and pray that they end not | 
their days under Wet evil and 3 ol 


temptations. | 
5thly; 
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Il; They i import the FOES obligation 7 
that the children of Godly perſons are un- | 
der to be religious. My ſon know thou 


. 4 4 the God of thy father.” O ye youths that 


now ſit in the preſence of God, if God has 
been your fathers God, your fathers go- 
vernor, benefactor and friend. If they have 
been bleſſed by him, ſhould not this pre- 


, . vail. upon you to make the ſame choice? 


4 . 4 i 
Pp E ' CIS 
pe Ie 4 N e 8 * * þ wt, + 
r r IT 
g 3 A oy Bo. u g - * — 
2 4 3 g * 422 > © * — 
8 vi. N | : | 
* v R > » . 
* I 
— oy © 4 
= 5 * 
- * 2 = 4 c 


If you have principles of ſelf-preſeryation 
operating under the direction of underftan- 
ding, you will chooſe Jehovah as your God, 
and walk, in the precepts of wiſdom. If you 
have a regard for your parents, for their 
memory, experience, example, and dying 
counſels, it will determine you to enter on 
a religious life. This was the beſt thing. 
they could recommend; it was their comfort 
in life and at death, and ſhall it not be 
yours? See the dreadful conſequences of re- 
jecting the covenant of thy fathers: If 
thou forſake Him, He will caſt you off 
for ever.” Life and death are put before 
you, it is put to you to determine your fate 
by your preſent choice. If God was your 
fathers God, you: ſtand fair for coming , 
into 
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into the ſame relation: Vet God's covenant 
relation to them will not ſecure you; no, if 
you break through the obligations of rela- 
tion, force your conſcience to forſake God 


and his ways, God will caft you off for- 


ver, and leave you the degenerate children 
of his ſervants. 

I proceed now, as was propoſed hens 
to deal with parents to recommend religion 
to their children. 


Frequently, all. ſuperiors and inferiors, 


are, in the language of ſcripture, compre- 
hended under the appellations, fathers and 
children, as is plain from the fifth com- 
mandment. There are fathers of the ſtate, 


as magiſtrates, ſupreme, and ſubordinate, 
who ought, by their example and precepts, 


to recommend religion to their political chil- 
dren; being God's vicegerents in this world, 
clothed with dominion and authority over 


others, it ſhould be their chief care to ſerve 


God, in whoſe name they act and govern ; 
If, xlix. 23. There are fathers of the 


church, as miniſters and elders, who ought, 


by their example, and by their earneſt ex- 


hortations, to recommend religion to their 
8 . eccleſiaſtical 
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eceleſiaſtical children, It is fas this very 
end that they are put into their office, to be 
inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, in re- 
commending religion by every poſſible 
means, to their fellow men. There are pa- 
rents in reſpect of years, who ought to teach 
and recommend religion to their younger 
| brethren of mankind :. Their days ſhould 
| ſpeak, and the multitude of their years 
ſhould teach wiſdom. There are fathers i in 
gifts and graces, whom we ought to reſpect 
and endeayour to imitate : Jofeph was ſuch 
a father to Pharaoh, But there are alſo fa- 
thers of families, (and it is with them that 
1 have more immediately to argue), Who 
are bound by every endearing tie, warmly 

to recommend religion to their offspring. 
None can recommend religion to others 


however, who are devoid of it themſelves : 


When irreligious people pretend by their 
, words to recommend religion to their chil- 
dren or fellow creatures, their conthiet 1 18 as 
incongruous, as a jewel in the ſnout of a. 
ſwine : If men have not the knowledge of 
_ God themſelves, how can they communi- * 


cate it to others D If Rey have not the love 
| | | of 


of God ſhed abroad in their own hearts, 
how can they prove its excellency to o- 
thers? You all know if you have not a for- 
tune of wordly good, you cannot leave one 
to your children: If that you have a for- 
tune, and waſte it by idleneſs and diſſipa- 
tion, you are unjuſt to your offspring: E- 
ven ſo, if you recommend not religion to 
them, you not only diſhonour God, ruin 
yourſelves, but you are the deſtroyers f 
your little ones. You muſt profeſs reli- 
gion, if you would with to recommend it 
to others. Many indeed have the profeſ- 

ſion of it without the practice, but the prac- 
tice requires the profeſſion of it; no man 
can ever recommend religion effeQually 
who is not himſelf the profeſſor of the 
ſame: Your profeſſion muſt be ſuch as is 
not contradicted by the practice, for if ex- 
ample uniformly deſtroys precept, it proves 
that there is no true religion in your hearts, 
and therefore cannot recommend it proper- 
ly to others. I doubt not but all the pa- 
rents now hearing me, wiſh to pay all their 
Jjuſ: debts to men: 80 far well: But will 
you be more juſt to men than to your God 
? and 
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at your children! You. are, under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations to praiſe God, and to 
teach your children the religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt our glorious redeemer. Lord, 
* the living, the living, he ſhall praiſe thee, 
« as I do this day; the father to the children 
* ſhall make known thy truth.” Man is 
born like the wild aſs's colt without know- 
ledge. And you ſee that your children 
come into the. world naked, helpleſs crea- 
tures; you think yourſelves obliged to clothe. 
them, and to teach them to work at ſome 
proper employment” that they may be able 
to provide the neceſſaries of life: This is ſo | 
far right ; but O mind the one thing need- 
ful! the ſalvation of their immortal ſouls. 
O! ye parents, endeavour to perſuade them 
to believe in Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Lord: 
Faith in him is the foundation of all true 
religion; labour to bring them to the know- 
ledge of the truth as it is in him. Give them 
precept upon precept for inſtruction; and 
ſhew them in your own lives a continued 
courſe of well doing for confirmation. Can 
you ſee the leproſy of fin, the worſt plague, | 
breaking out in your dear little ones, and not 


apply, 


U 
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apply the. means. which God in his mercy 
hath appointed for curing the ſame? O lead 
them, pray that the ſpirit of God may lead 
them, to the bealing and en blood 
of the ſlain lamb ! 5 
parents diſcharge your duty to your off- 
ſpring; for God's ſake, I beſeech you do it. 
Vou are under the controul of an expreſs 


law to do ſo; for the Lord ſaith; “ Theſe 


* 2vords 10hi -b I command thee this day ſhall 


« be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt teach them 
'« diligently unto thy children, and ſhalt: talk 
* of them when thou ſiligſt in thine houſe, and 
* when thou walkeſt' by the way, and when + 
* thou ligſt down, and when thou riſeſi up ;” 
Deut. vi. 7. God hath done much for 


you; therefore; from a principle of grati- 


tude, educate your children for His ſervice: 
Seeing that He loved you in ſuch a degree 
as moved Him to ſend His only begotten | 
Son to redeem you from miſery, what obli- 
gations are you under to train up your off 
ſpring in His fear? 

Parents, O for the ſake of religion and its 
intereſt in future times, do your duty to 
your little ones! The ſubſiſtence of reli- 


gion 
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gion in the 0 greatly depends upon FE 4 
knowledge, wiſdom, virtue, uſefulneſs, pie- 


ty, of the riſing generation. God in great 


wiſdom has ordained that the human race 


f hall not come to their full ſtrength and 


- maturity ſo early as the inferior tribes. do, 


in order that the young ones may be long 


under the inſpection of their parents. That | 
they may be inſtructed in the principles of 


Chriſtianity, and in wiſe maxims, to fit 
them for acting a proper part in life. Let, 
alas, to the diſgrace of ſome parents, have 


by, not their children lived upwards of twelve 
years under their eyes, and are ſtill igno- 


rant of the very firſt principles of the Chriſ- 


tian religion? At their baptiſm they: pro- 
miſed ſolemnly to train them up in the 
holy religion of bleſſed Jeſus, our Saviour; 
but their promiſe has hitherto been unfulfil- 
led. What a dreadful reckoning ſhall ſuch 


parents have to make, when they appear 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, if they 


die without repentance? O let them in time 


conſider their ways, and turn unto the Lord, 


and beg grace from Him, to enable them to 
inſtruct cheir dear young ones with unre- 


mitting 


v 8; 
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' 


witting diligence, in the principles of our | 
holy religion. Let them pray earneſtly for 
the ſpirit of all grace to teach them and - 


their children. 
- Farther; Ye parents, for the Ga of your 


dear little ones, teach them to embrace the 
counſels of eternal wiſdom, and to walk in 
the path of life. It is natural for you to 
wiſh that your children-may, do well in this : | 
World, and be happy in the next. But re- 
member, they neither can do well here, nor 


be happy hereafter without religion. It is ir- 


religion which deſtroys the happineſs of man 
in this life, and makes him completely mi- 
ſerable in the life which is to come. Not 
only for the ſake of your offspring ſhould 
you teach them the ways of religion but 
for your own ſakes alſo: For how will it 
grieve you to ſee your children growing up 
in all manner of wickedneſs, becoming har- 

dened blackguards and vagabonds on the 


face of the earth, and may in conſequence 


of their crimes be brought unto an untimely 


end? To prevent therefore - there miſery 
"and diſgrace in this world, and to ſave 
ies grief of heart, teach them the 


principles 


1 
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principles of 00 And if your ne- 
glecting to educate them properly happen 
to be the cauſe of their everlaſting ruin, 
how. dreadful the reflection Can you think 


of your children dwelling forever with the 
damned in hell? O train them up in the 
way they ſhould go, and when they are 
old, they will not depart from it. For the 
Ways of religion are ways of pleaſantneſs, I 


and 'all her paths are peace. But I fhall 


now-proceed to the third article in the me- 


thod, which is to o perſuade children to be 
religious. 3 8 a 
Here it is almoſt unneceſſary t to- obſerve, 


that I addreſs myſelf to young people in 


general, to th6ſe who are arrived at a pe- 
' riod of life, when capable of attending, in 
ſome degree, to what 11 am about to ſay 


unto them. Well then, my, dear young 


friends, 1 would urge you to embrace reli- 


gion from the conſideration of God' 8 ſove- 
reignty over you. Do you honour your 


earthly parents, and will you not alſo ho- 
nour your heavenly father? Do you fear 


your ſuperiors, and will you not fear your | 


God ? What anſwers do your conſciences 
| give 


_ F 
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give to theſe interrogations ? Where are the 
firſt fruits, the dew of your youth, the 

calves of your lips? Hath it been your 
chief work to ſeek the kingdom of God 

and his righteouſneſs? Are you not perſu- 
ded that you are more the Lord's than you 
are your parents? (He is your Maker and 
Preſerver, and he is therefore entitled to the 
chief place in your heart, and to your ſer- 
vices. Let God therefore ſee you every 
day, kneeling by his Altar with the morn- 
ing ſacrifice, and every evening looking up 
to Him for an anſwer to your prayers. 
My young friends, it is not a matter of in- 
difference whether you ſerve your- Creator 
or not: For He inſiſts upon it, and com- 
mands you to remember your Creator in 
the days of your youth. Under the Old 


2 "Teſtament diſpenſation, ſtubborn and rebel- 


lious children. were ſtoned to death; how | 
much ſeverer puniſhment do they duſerwe 
Who deſpiſe the law and counſels of the 

Almighty? Conſider, my dear young friends, 
That He is a merciful, and an indulgent Fa- 
ther to you. He has long forborn to puniſh 


Fou as your ſins deſerve; He is ſtill wait- 
SES O : ing 
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ing to by. gracibus to you, i to fave 


you and to make you happy : O deſtroy 


'not youfſelves, while God 1s willing and 


able to ſave you from all miſery : But be 


his loving and obedient children, and you 
will enjoy everlaſting happineſs. Think 


how much God hath done to win your af- 
fections to himſelf? He hath made you no- 
ble creatures, capable of knowing, of loving, 
of being holy, of converſing with, and of 
enjoying himſelf forever in glory. He has 
made the heavens to ſmile upon you, the 


earth to be fruitful for your ſake,—the 
beaſts thereof to obey you, and to be ſub- 
ſervient to your comfort, given His ſon to 


death for you, promiſed you His Holy Spi- 
rit, — prepared manſions of glory for you in 


the abodes of bliſs, —and will you not love 
and obey your heavenly Father? Will you 


not preſs towards the mark for the prize of 


the high calling in Jeſus Chriſt ? 


2dly; To embrace religion, will promote 


your own real intereſt ; Therefore I would 
| beſeech you to be religious. Religion will 
ſupport your minds in the midft of the vi- 


eiſſitudes of wy. comfort you at the ſolemn 
hour 
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4 


hour of death, and through the merits of | 


Chriſt and the working of the Holy Ghoſt. 


upon your ſouls, will lead you to the land 


of uprightneſs and of eternal joys. For 
godlineſs hath the promiſe of the life that 


now is, and of that which is to come. Do 


you believe this? If you do, God will be 
your friend, and ſhall make all things work 
together for your good; if you do not, you 
may believe, that death the king of terrors, 
and God your awful and Great Judge, ſhall 
at laſt convince you, that when you diſbe- 
lieved and rejected religion, you rejected 


your own intereſt and happineſs. Whilſt 


your ſouls are ſuſceptible of good, I beſeech 


you to become truly religious, ere your 


hearts be thoroughly hardened by the de- 


ceitfulneſs of ſin. You may believe me, 
there 18 no true pleaſure,—there is no real 


| happineſs, — there are no durable riches,— 


there are no laſting joys,—there are no real 


; honours,—there is nothing valuable to be 


enjoyed without being religious; for , ſor- 
row, miſery, poverty, deſpair, diſgrace, un- 
expreſſible anguiſh and wo, conſtitute the 
portion of the wicked and irreligious : But 

| | God 


8 


1 


% 
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God himelf is the portion of the truly reli, 
gious; heaven is their home; rivers of pure 
Ane forever flow upon them. But, in the 
Third place; I would perſuade you to be 
religious for the ſake of your parents. You 
certainly would not wiſh to be the mean 
of breaking their hearts, and of bringing 


them, covered with their grey hairs, in ſor- 


row to their graves! they love you dearly; 
and can you wilfully and deliberately vex 
them! O how it wounds the hearts of reli- 


gious parents, to ſee their children breaking 
the law of their God! You ſurely would 


ſhudder at the thoughts of plunging dag- 
gers into their boſoms; but when you live 


in wickedneſs, you as effectually wound 
their hearts as if you did fo! They with to 


meet you at laſt in heaven, among the 


Larab's retinue; O! how muſt it then wring 
their very hearts to fee you, or hear of you, 
walking in the broad way which leadeth to 


_ deſtruction ? But how will they rejoice to - 
know, that you walk in the good ways of 


the Lord? Their language is to you, © We 
live, if you our children ſtand faſt in the 
6 Lord.” If then you have the leaſt ſpark 

t 1 | of 
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of affection for your parents, embrace reli- 
gion, and imitate their good example. 
Vou, my dear young folks, whoſe reli- 
gious parents are in heaven reſting from 
their labours, recollect their tender concern 
for your happineſs ! remember their virtues, 
their juſtice, goodneſs, beneficence, piety, 
prayers, their inſtructions to you, their tears 
for their {ins and failings; imitate their ex- 
ample, ſhine in the ways of righteouſneſs, 
and make it appear, that you are the off- 
ſpring of the ſervants of the Lord: Conti= 
* nue thou in the things which thou haſt learn- ' 
ed, and haſt been aſſured of, knowing of 
« whom, thou haſt learned them: and that 
« from a child thou haſt known the holy ſcrip- 
. E-tures, which are able to "make thee wife 
* unto ſalvation thy ough faith which is in 
& Chr; „% Feſus.” The ſpirits of your pa- 
rents in glory will rejoice to hear that you 
are walking in the way which leadeth to 
eternal life; perhaps they are well inform- 
ed of all your conduct, by the angels of 
God, who on particular buſineſs viſit this 
earth, or by God Himſelf who knows all 
things: Be this. as it may, follow you the 
| Lord | 
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VV fully by walking according to His 

holy word, and He will be a father unto 

If -  . you, your God and your guide through 

© life, will by his fpirit conduct yau to the 

manſions of reſt, where your parents are, 
and He Himſelf will be Jour pextion for- 

A evermore. 

In the fourth SE ; 1 would earneſtly be- 
ſeech young people to embrace and; main- 
| tain religion for the ſake of God's church 
5 and the ſubſiſting of holineſs among the 
| 8 f children of men. In a little time your reli- 
© gious parents will be called to join the 
5 n 8 church triumphant in heaven; and the ma- 
_ nagement of the affairs of church and ſtate 
| ſhall devolve upon the young and riſing | 
generation. Without religion what an aw-. 

ful and horrible ſcene would this world ex- 

hibit ? Cruelty, — bloodſhed, —injuſtice, —a- 

| narchy,—rapine,—maſlacre,—every abomi- 
naulle vice, — would univerſally prevail. The 
| individuals who reje& and deſpiſe religion, 
do all in their power to bring the world in- 
to this frightful condition: For it is obvi- 
1 ous, if all perſons in the world followed 

* * example, i would inſtantly be in that 
3 88 1 e dreadful 


** 
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dreadful ſituation. Religion is the beſt 
thing in the world; and that it might dwell 
among mankind was the end for which God 
created the world, and for the ſame end He 
upholds it. When the Antediluvian people 
had almoſt baniſhed religion from the earth, 
- the Almighty drowned all with the flood, ex- 
cept the few perſons in whoſe breaſts reli- 
gion had its ſeat. And, were religion again 
entirely loſt, God would certainly deſtroy 
' the world, for without religion it is not 
worthy of preſervation. Now, ye youths, 
on you we have our eyes fixed, in you our 
hopes are placed, wiſhing, that when we are 
gone to the land of forgetſulneſs, you may 
keep, by the bleſſing of heaven, religion a- 

live in the earth. Death is making many 
5 vacancies in the church of Chriſt, which can 
be filled up only by you: Seek the Lord: 
therefore while you are young, grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that you may be qualified for filling the ſta- 
tions which are allotted for you. The hou- 
ſes of your parents are the principal nurſe- 
ries from whence you as beautiful olive 
plants are to be braqught to adorn the tem- 


| | ple 


. een ,, 


ple of the Lord. But much depends upon 


yourſelves, upon your conduct, - upon 


your joining with your parents in the good 
work of God, —upon your endeavours to 
obtain the holy ſpirit of God for your guide 

through life; for the virtue of your parents 


will not of itſelf make yau religious, the 


"graces. of the ſpirit muſt be infuſed into 
ur own hearts; God hath promiſed to 
give His holy ſpirit to them who/ ſincerely 
aſk Him. Earneſtly, therefare, | pray that 


God may pour down His holy ſpirit upon 


you, who alone can make you truly religi- 


' ous. It ſeldom happens, however, that re- 


ligion enters into families from which God 


Hhhath been as it were expelled, nor are the 


: places which death and apoltates make Va- 
cant in the church, often properly filled by 


the branches of ſuch families. So that, if 
you the children of God's people have any 
regard. for the church of Chriſt, do your ut- 
moſt to promote true religion in the world. 
It only now remains to make ſome appli- 


cation. But, as all which has been ſaid is of 


a practical nature, that may be done in the 
following ſhort paragrap¾hss. 3 
. 8 | Know? 


\ 


— 


5 ol the ſprightly youth. A lively ſenſe of 
the goodneſs of God, and of divine things 


the knowledge of, and in the practice of 
our duty. No man can be religious and 


', ply to the grace of God for ſtrength to en- 
able you to do it. More particularly, 


parents, to ſay unto each of your children, 


are upon you; there did many of you ſtand 
in the church before God, angels, and men, 


es to train up your children in the righte- 
dus ways of tte Lord. By baptiſm, the 


- covenant, diſtinguiſhing them as His pro- 
perty, the lambs of His flock; and if you 
treat them not as fuch, by Ne them 

nn the religion of Chriſt, you, upon the n mat- 

0 5 GX: 
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833 my hearers, that religion is tlñge 
0 glory of the hoary head, and the ornament 


ſhould be carried along with us through all 
the periods of life. Our religion conſiſts in 


disjoin theſe two things. Learn then from | 
the ſcriptures tb know your duty ; ; and ap- 


In the firft place; I exhort you who are 
„ Know thou the God of heaven.” You-- 
are under vows to do ſo, the vows of God - 


and voluntarily came under folemn promiſ- 


mark of God was upon them, the ſeal of the - 
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5 ter, e deny their 1 to Gol ? 
and to the Chriſtian church: And uſe them 
.- as if they belonged to the Devil. But juſ- 

tice binds you to educate your little ones in 9 
the religion of our Redeemer; inſtruction 
being as much due by you to their ſouls, as 

food, raiment, and portions are to their bo- 
dies. If you teach them not to know the 
_ God of heaven, you are unjuſt to them, 
and forfeit the character of honeſt: parents. ; 
"Your children are a truſt committed to your 
care by your great Creator, who will de- 
mand an account of your conduct towards 
them when He calls you to judgment, if 
> they are loſt through your negligence, He 
will require their blood at your hands. 
Secondly ; : Be exhorted, you Who are 
young people, to honour and obey your re- 
üzgious parents: So far as their command- 
ments, inſtructions, advices, are agreeable 
to the word of God, when you diſobey 
N deſpiſe them, you diſobey and deſpiſe 
the authority of God, for He commands 
Chery to * Honour thy father and thy mother, 
that thy days may be long upon the land 
0 which l Lord ns God ve 2 Re- 
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or parents may, 1 are Gietz vex - 
ed by irreligious children, but if they do 
their duty, their ſins ſhall not be laid to their 


2 account: The fins of ſuch children, howe- _ 
yer, are highly aggrevated ; you are far 


worſe than poor unfortunate young, ones 
who have irreligious and wicked parents, 


they ſee, and hear of nothing, but ſin; whilſt 


5 you tranſgreſs againſt the good example of 
your parents, which ſhall dreadfully height- 
en your condemnation in the awful day of 
+3 Judgment, if you repent not. Delay not 
to ſeek the Lord: They who ſeek Bs. 
© early ſhall obtain His mercy and grace. 
put not. off the working of your ſalva- 
tion to middle, nor old age. A great 
8 part of mankind is..cut off by death in the 
prime of their days, and in the flower of 
their youth; none of you have any ſecurity 
againſt death : Without loſs of time then, 
= endeavour by the grace of God to become 
truly religious; and He will bleſs you, and 
be your guide alt your days, and afterwards 
Will beſtow upon you a crown of life. 
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5 % „„ I Ohron. xxviii. 9.—Know thou the God of thy Faber. | f 5 
=. : the kipg of Iſrael, who m8 the 
3 7 text, and addreſſed it to his ſon Solomon, 
= 7 no doubt knew, that his ſaid fon was like 
; | 3 N 4 I the bright morning ſtar among his coun- 
=_ ttrymen, in reſpect of his natural and acquir- 
—_ 8 ed knowledge; yet this dying parent conſi- 
8 Aering it as nothing in compariſon of what 
= it might be advanced unto by the ſpirit of 
—_ inſpiration, and by a diligent exerciſe of the 
powers of his mind in ſtudying the Crea: 
= tor's works, and by obeying His command- 
maaents; exhorted him to know the God of 
| B 10 : "fn | his. father. There is a ſpeculative, and a 
= - 3 knowledge of the Almighty. The 
5 | DEA Former 
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Former is uncertain and fluctuating like the © 


vapours in the air; the. latter is ſolid, __ 


3. affects the heart and reforms the life. 
object here recommended to be . 5 


Solomon and by us, is God. A Being who 


- tranſcends the comprehenſion of all created 
minds; and who is only perfectly known 


by Himſelf. There is however, a know- 


ledge of Him attainable which is neceſſary . 
unto ſalvation. To be ſaved by Him from 


the conſequences of our guilt, it is requiſite 
chat we believe in his exiſtence and in His 
glorious perfections. The only thought 


Which we can form of God by a contem- 
plation of His works, is that of . a firſt 
cauſe; and perhaps alſo we might gueſs that 
He is poſſeſſed of infinite power, wiſdom, 
mercy, Juſtice, and of unbounded goodneſs. 
"He hath given us, however, « more certain 
guide, to lead us to the temple of know- 


pede, His written word of Revelation; this 
is His own light with which He hath viſit- 


ed us, to conduct us to the knowledge and ji 


- enjoyment of Himſelf, in His Son our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. We ſhall therefore be inex- 


cuſable, if we believe not in God, and in 
dhe teſtimony which He hath given us in 
* | | „„ the 
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. 5 ahi © Bible, e concerning vos Soviews He that 1 
5 8 believeth ſhall be ſaved, and he who be- b 
5 . x 5 ö 58 -  Heveth not ſhall periſh. Faith has its foun- * 
F dation in knowledge. Therefore was Solo- 
= 5 8 mon called upon in the text, 1 Inbte the 1 
EEE b of bis father. The practical knowledge 5 
bodlt God is a dittinguiſhing bleſſing, obtail- 
5 ed through His Brace, by all who ſhall be 
5 : 1175 ; : 
t purpoſe i e handling this | ſabjec, 
"ome felt to make a few obſervations concerning 
_ our knowledge of God: ſecondly ;\ to ſhew 
you that it is a great and invaluable bleſſing; 
btb gßiraly; ſhall point out, how it is acquired. 4 
5 0 5 9 bein then to make ſome obſervations 
. * cCeoncerning our knowledge of God. In the | 
Jiu place; I remark, that the knowledge of 
die moſt Knowing of the ſons of men con- 
cerning God, is very limited and imperfect. 
8 They are of yeſterday, and comparatively 
= Fr N know nothing. Far leſs however do we 
. 55 Eknow- of God and'of his wonderful works I 
1 ä than we ought toknow. Althoughthe height 
= of human knowledge concerning Him and 
3 2 5 . 5 5 works is very limited and imperfect, yet 
3 1 ſome perſons, | in 2 reſpect of knowledge, are 
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2s e whilſt many profeſſing Chriſ- 


tians have little or no light in them, becauſe 


© wiſdom has net entered into their hearts, | 


neither has knowledge become pleaſant to 
their ſouls. All the knowledge we can have 


3 view we have of an object through a glals, 
cannot have ſuch a knowledge of God 


as people have of one another by ſeeing each 


it in time and place; but the Great God of 
© the univerſe fills immenſity, and inhabits 

eternity. Who then by ſearching can find 
out God ? Who can find out the Almighty 


the clearer view we have of Him in the 


eyer, we know comparatively little of his 
power, wiſdom, and glorious perfections. 


ve Frophets themſelves propheſied but in ni 


or in the twilight of the morning. We 


other face to face; for He dwelleth in glory 
too brilliant for mortals to behold. We ex- 


unto perfection? None can find Him out 
to perfection. We can only learn ſomething 
of His nature from the works of creation, 
the procedure of His Providedce, and from 


+ of God, however, i is only obſcure, like that 


volume of Divine of Revelation. Still, how- 5 


= 


For here we know only in part; and the 
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| Little do we ow of. God 1 in this 1 5 | 
80 much knowledge of Him notwithſtand- 


ing in this ſtate is attainable, as is neceſſary 


| to ſecure the preſent comfort, and the e- 
ternal happineſs of His people. BI efſed 


are the pure in heart: for they ſhall ſee God.” 
Secondly ; The true knowledge of God is 
the knowledge of Him in Chriſt. | This is, 
- Jo eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true. God, and Fefus Chrift whom thou haſt 


et.” For in Him develleth the fulneſs of be 
Godbead bodily. Even our knowledge of 
God in Chriſt is limited and imperfect. 
Men may from. the works of God, by the 
exerciſe of the powers of their own. minds, 
-- acquire ſome, obfeure knowledge of God, 
and yet they may remain enemies to Him 


by wicked works, (nay devils chemſelves 


Have a knowledge of | the power and awful 


Majeſty of God, they believe in His glori- 
ous perfections, and tremble at the thoughts 
of His inflexible juſtice,) but the true know- 


88e of God in Chriſt, makes the heart of 


man better, and reforms his life and conver- 
ation. The moſt Pn philoſopher | 
| N does 
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does but gueſs at the nature off God, till 


once by faith he learns it in Chriſt. Philo- 
ſophieal knowledge qualifies us for fellow- 
ſhip with the learned; but the far more ex- 


dcellent knowledge of God in Chriſt fits us 


for holding communion with Himſelf, with 
the ſaints, and with the redeemed in glory: 


Having put on the new man which by God | 


is renewed in knowledge, we become the 


ſons of God, and heirs of eternaf life and 


happineſs. 


Now we may inquire, What we kihow of 
God in Chriſt which is not to be learned of 


Him from the works of creation? If the 
works of God, in the volume of creation 
had been ſufficient to give fallen man a 
renovating knowledge of Him the Great 


Creator, and to ſhew him the way to im- 


mortal happineſs, ſurely a Divine written 
Revelation, and the incarnation of the Son 


of God, would have been altogether unne- . 


. ceſſary. By the light of nature we may 
have a faint view:of his perfections; how- 
ever it is in the glaſs of Divine Revelation 
that they are more clearly to us diſplayed. 
Had man continued 1 in his primeval ſtate of 


. by rectitude, 


"ws 
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| rectitude, a written Revelation; ; and the in⸗ | 
carnation of the Son of God would have 
been ſuperfluous. The beautiful creation, 
8 5 and immediate intercourſe with God Him- 
= ſelf, would have made man abundantly 
— wile; he would probably have known God, 
to  * as the Angels and the Redeemed do in 
=_ \ heaven, though not in the ſame degree of 
ER perfection. Man however became a ſinner, 
 __. - - and his guilt broke up intercourſe with 
1 . God, and excluded the Light of heaven 
1 5 from his heart forever, until the ſun of 
righteouſneſs do there ariſe with healing 
Ander his wings, Aren the, A of 
iin and of ignorance. 
But to ſpeak more . to ths ar- 
ticle under illuſtration, we ſee more clearly 
in Chriſt, the evil nature of ſin, and that 
God is wiſe, juſt, merciful, good and gra- 
12 FV unchangeable i in His nature, loving | 
. to, His people, and that He abhors iniquity; 
than we can diſcover by the light of creation. 
Deiſts and unbelievers may ſnarl at this 
doctrine, but it is” true, and ſhall bear the 
examination, and admiration of men and 
An gels e eternity. What can 
diſplay 
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diſplay His wiſdom more illuſtriouſly than 
the invention of the ſubſtitution of His Son 
in our room and ſtead? What can diſplay 
His juſtice more eminently, than the exe- 
cution of it on His own Son? What can 
diſplay His mercy more gloriouſly, than 
the giving His Son to die for us? What 
can prove His goodneſs and graciouſneſs 
more, than again receiving us through 
- Chriſt into his favour and protection? 
What poſſibly can demonſtrate more clear- 
ly His unchangeableneſs, than the - ſteady 
execution of His decrees in the ſcheme of 
our redemption by Chriſt ? Could any thing 
prove his love to fallen men more evident- 
ly, than the ſending of His well beloved 
Son to accompliſh their ſalvation? God ſo 
loved the world that He gave His only begot- 
ten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life. What 
can more forcibly ſhow us the evil nature 
of fin, and God's abhorrence of it, than the 
ſufferings of Chriſt ? He the juſt ſuffered for 
_ the unjuſt that we might be made the righte- | 
 oufneſs of God in Him, Some have had the 
effrontery lately to repreſent the ſufferings 
1 of 
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of Chriſty as inconſiſtent with moral juſtice, 
- Let it however be remembered, that the 
eng of infliting puniſhinent is to prevent 


the commiſſion of crimes. The pains of 
law being inflicted on one ſubſtituted in- 
ſtead of the tranſgreſſor, may have the ſame 
effect in deterring others from iniquity, as 
if inflicted on the actual criminal, if the 
Proxy ſuffers voluntarily. The ſufferings 
of Chriſt, however, differ greatly from all 

other ſufferings; their ends were to atone 
1 the guilt of ſuch as will be ſaved, to re- 
concile them to God, to waſh them from 


: the defilement of ſin, and to deter them 


from the practice of iniquity. 

Likewiſe we have by the knowledge of 
"Ga; in Chriſt, a more diſtin& view of our 
Ss than we could have had from the 
light of nature. Socrates the wiſeſt of phi- 
loſophers was of opinion, that man never 


did, nor never could, merely by the exer- 
. Ciſe of reaſon in ſtudying nature, diſcover 


the entire duty of the human race. As al- 
ready above hinted, had man continued in 
a ſtate of perfection, I doubt not but his 


will would have inclined him to do his 


whole 
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whole duty; but having become deprav- 
ed, his will in that unrenewed condition 
continually inclines him to do evil: The 
knowledge of God in Chriſt however coun- 
teracts this wicked diſpoſition, and teaches 
all who acquire it, to live according to the 
goſpel. In the goſpel of Chriſt, the.moſt 
exalted and the pureſt morality is taught. 
that ever was, or ever ſhall be preached to 
man. Deiſts themſelves admit this truth. 
Our duty to God, to ourſelves, to one ano- 
ther, to ſociety in general, is clearly pointed 
out in the Revelation of Chriſt. He hath 
ſhewn us by His doctrines and example 
how to live, and how to die. To do juſtly, 
to love mercy, to walk humbly with God: To 
| fear God and keep His commandments; for this 
is the whole duty of man : The true under- 
ſtanding of which we come to by knowing 
our Creator in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. If 
any ſhould be ſo weak as to object to the 

doctrine here taught, and ſay as Solomon 
was in the text exhorted by his father Da- 
vid, “ 70 know God,” long before the incar- 
nation of Chriſt ; the knowledge therein re- 
commended could have no reference to the 


7 


ain * ; 
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155 knowledge of God in Chriſt- 1 e 


ſuch. reaſoning 1 18 very inconſiderate. For 


there is only one way to heaven, and that 


way is by the knowledge of God in His 
don: And this knowledge was obtained by 
Al who were ſaved under the Old Teſta- i 
ment diſpenſation, though not in the ſame 
degree of clearneſs as is communicated to 
the followers of Chriſt, now under the New 


Teſtament Regulation. The people of 


God under the former believed that in the 


fulneſs of time the Meſſiah was to come; 


ander the latter they believe and adhere to | 


the doQrines which He taught: In the one 


caſe and in. the other, the Redeemed only 
| havereached, anddocometo heaven, through 
the merits of the ſlain Lamb of God, who 
| mah away the ſin of the world. But, 


Tbiraly; The Saint's knowledge of God 


is ſatisfying and progreſſive. This aſſertion 
may to ſome people appear ſrange, that 


imperfect and limited knowledge. is ſatisfy- 


ing and progreſſive, they cannot underſtand. 
Nevertheleſs, the experience of all ſaints 


confirms the truth of the obſervation. It 
may, indeed, be believed by * conſiderate 
men, 


9 
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men, that all their knowledge, ſpeculative, 
and practical, is only limited and imperfect; 
except as to ſome mathematical propoſitions 
of which the mind may have a clear and 
perfect knowledge. Our knowledge, how- 
ever, of all other objects is only imperfect 
and obſcure: And the knowledge we ob- 
ain of natural things is frequently very un- 
ſatisfying, and by no means recompences 
the mind for the ſearch of acquiring it. 

Very often, the more we know of men, the 
leſs we eſteem them: Nay, even the more we 
are acquainted with our own hearts (a lnbꝛo- 
ledge, - however, truly beneficial) the more 
we abhor our ſinful condition. Notwith- 
ſtanding, the more that we know of God, the 
more we will fear, love, and reverence His 
"'TRANSCENDENT GREATNESS, What can 
be more ſatisfying to the mind of man, than 
to be informed by a volume of incontrover- 
tible evidence, that the AuGusT CREATOR 
is merciful,—That His tender mercies are 
over all his other works; — That He is all 
goodneſs, poſſeſſed of every poſſible perfec- 
tion? What can be more comfortable to the 
mind in this changeable ſtate, than to be 

| convinced 


5 


convinced by ſure WS LI that Gait is un- 
changeable, that whom He once loves, « He © 
« loves unto the end? It is truly comfort- 
ing to the people of God, in the midft of 
all their misfortunes and calamities, to con- 
fider that their Creator is always the ſame,— 
that in Him there is no change ;—that He 
ves His people equally ſtrong in the day 
of adverlity, as of proſperity : Whether 
they are fortunate or unfortunate, rich or 
poor, in health or in ſickneſs, at home or a- 
broad, He is at all times their God, and Al- 


5 mighty protector. On the proſpect of 


death, what is more deſirable, than che well 
grounded hope of a bleſſed immortality ? 


This is attainable by knowing God in Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. Than ſuch confidera- 
tions, nothing can be more ſatisfying to the 


mind of man. Therefore, true Chriſtians, 
do make progrels in their knowledge of the 


great Creator; they grow in grace, and in | 
the knowledge of Jeſus Chrift. They will 


arrive at the ſtature of perfect new men in 


Him, but through eternity, though conti- 
nually making progreſs in knowledge, they 
ſhall never reach its boundaries. So that, 

5» F what 


* 
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what attainments of knowledge the mind 
will poſſeſs through eternity, we can only 
form inadequate conceptions. There are 
"beauties in our God in Chriſt, which ſhall 
' excite the contemplation of men and an- 
gels, through a bleſſed eternity. Here there 
are regions of glory unexplored, depths of 
wiſdom fathomleſs, and ſcenes of grandeur 
which cannot be deſcribed. After the fol- 
lowers of Chriſt on earth are united to Him 
by a true and living faith, they make pro- 
greſs in the knowledge of heavenly things. 
Their knowledge of God, at firſt, like their 
faith, is ſmall as a grain of muſtard ſeed, 
but Tt doth gradually increaſe, and after 
faith is turned into fruition in heaven, the 
ſoul continues forever to make improve- 
ments in knowledge. There in heaven her - 
ſearch after knowledge is eaſy and delight- 
ful; fin no more interrupts her intercourſe 
with God the fountain of knowledge. 

I go on now, as was propoſed, in the ſe- 
cond article in the method, to ſhew you, 
that this knowledge which is recommended 
to us in the text, is a Seat and, in valuable 
N 1 e | 
| 2 4 And 
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And in the firſt place; 1 remark, That it 


— us a Aidinavitving bleſſing. They who are 


poſſeſſed of this knowledge, are perſons of 
real diſtinction. They are the excellent 
ones of the earth, with whom God delights | 
to dwell. They are truly nobly born; 
3 are the children of the Moſt High. 


\The nobles of the earth, if they have not 
this knowledge of God in their hearts, are 
mean, wholly vanity ; the pooreſt child of 
God is far their ſuperior ; and he is a, bro- 


ther to thoſe of them who are poſſeſſed of 


this diſtinguiſhing bleſſing. Nevertheleſs, 


when this knowledge, and earthly riches, 
and grandeur, are enjoyed by any perſon, 
ſuch a perſon 1 is always a God-like charac- 


ter. Then it is evident, that religion and 


virtue diſtinguiſh human nobility, and not 


that it ennobles them, as ſome weakly ima- 


gine. No: It is heavenly. wiſdom that know- 


ledge recommended in the text, which raiſ- 
eth one of the human race truly ſuperior to 
another. It is more ornamental to a king 


1 than the earthly crown which he doth wear. 


Jo men in all their ſtations of life, this is, 
by far, of all they enjoy, the moſt ornamen- 


tal, 
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kal, and durable: This is a gem which time 
© ſhall not tarniſh, but as the ages of eternity 
roll on, it increaſes in value, luſtre, and 
beauty. Happy is the man that findeth wi iſe 
dum, and the man that getteth underflanding : 
For the merchandiſe of it ts better than the 
merchandiſe of” filver, and the gain thereof” 
than fine gold. She is more precious than ru- 
bier: and all. the things thou canſt deſire are 
not to be compared unto her. Length of days 
ir in her right hand, and in her left riches 
and honour. Her ways are ways of plea- 
ning, and all her paths are paths of peice. 
Obe i is a tree of life to them that lay bold up- 
on ber; and PaPp is every one that retaineth 
: ber. | | | 
Secondly ; ; That this bebe is an in- 
valuable bleſſing will appear, when we con- 
ſider our neceſſity of having it. In wordly 
affairs the value of any article is enhanced 
according to the neceſſity which people lie 
under of having the ſame. Now the ac- | 
quirement of the knowledge which is re- 
commended in the text is the one thing need- 
ful, needful above every other thing. Hu- 
man . is good in its own place, e- 
pecially 


** 
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ſpecially when uſed as a handmaid to lead 
us to the knowledge of our God in Chriſt, 


but the laſt mentioned is the moſt neceſſary, 
and i it is obtained by many who have none 


or little of human literature. Philoſophical 
knowledge, fame, honour, grandeur, plea- 
ſure, and happineſs, are purſued after, one 


or other of them, by all the children of 
men; happineſs indeed is ſought after by 


or 1 different roads are taken to obtain 

* It however can only be found in the 
1 of virtue and holineſs. We cannot 
enter into theſe patlis here in this world, 


nor into the celeſtial abodes and walks of 


the redeemed in heaven, without poſſeſſing 
in a leſs or greater. degree, the knowledge 
recommended in the text. We can never 
properly fear God, and love him, and keep 
bis commandments, until we know ſome- 
thing of his adorable and amiable nature. 
Faith, and all the graces of the eternal Spirit 
have their foundation in the knowledge ol 
the Creator in Chriſt. Except we build 
upon this foundation, all our religion, and 
righteouſneſs, are as hay and ſtubble which 
which muſt burn | in the great day of - trial, 

- "Without 
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Without true holineſs of heart and of conver-. -/ = | 
- ſation, no man can enter in life eternal. | 
When they who are ignorant of God come 
to knock for admittance into the kingdom 
of heaven, Saying, Lord, Lord, open to us : 
He will reply, verily I know you not. No 
ſtrangers to God and -holineſs are admitted 
in within the gates of the New Jeruſalem. 
Suppoſing they were admitted it would be 
no heaven to them; there they would ſee 
the great God enthroned in awful - glory: 
the redeemed in one choirſtriking their harps: 
The Angels covering their faces with their 
wings, and cryingholy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty: the whole inhabitants ſend | 
forth the acclamation of gratitude and Toy”; ; 
to Chriſt, and to God the Judge of all. Thee 
ſtrangers would look on Chriſt whom they 
had pierced by their ſins, they would be- 
hold his eyes like a flame of fire darting into 
their very hearts; they would inſtantly re- 
member, that they never properly praiſed 
Him upon earth, they cannot ſing the ſong, 
of the heavenly hoſt: their conſciences ſting 
them; And heaven itſelf would be their 
| | tormentor. | 80 that neither in this liſe, 


5 e nor 


- 


5 Aleinted with God nor at peace with him. 
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nor in that which is to come, comfort and 

happineſs cannot be enjoyed by the children 

of men, without knowing their great Crea- 

tor. 2 the neceſſity of poſſeſſing 
this knowledge is abundantly evident. The 

Want of it is the ſource of all immoralities, 

irreligion, and crimes, which ſo abound i in 

pg the x world. The want of it is the cauſe g | 

Why ſo many Profeſſors of Chriſtianity de- 
part from the ways of religion: their appar- £ 
ent goodneſs fades becauſe they are not ac- 


T ſhall now endeavour briefly. to ſhow 
you as was propoſed in the third Place ; 75 
How this knowledge is to be acquired. 
And in the ft place; I obſerve, That 
this knowledge is a gift from God. For 
the Lord giveth wiſdom : out of his moutb 
cometh 4nowledge and undenſtanding. He 
Hayetb up ſound wiſdom for the righteous. 
So d the object of this knowledge ſo im- 
menſe that we can only know ſomething of 
Him in the light which he affords us by his 
| word and Spirit. The powers of our minds 
are ſo weakened and darkened by fin, till 


chat once God 18 * to renovate our 


"Y hearts 
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hearts And ileal the clouds of darkneſs from 
off our underſtandings, and viſit us with 

the rays of tlie ſun of righteouſneſs, we can- 
not kaow Him, love Him, nor ſerve Him, 
as we ought. The mind of man is in conſe- 
2 quence of fin (of itſelf ) not only incapable 
of perceiving ſaving truth, the knowledge 


of God, but is alſo enmity againſt God, 


full of error, and obſtinately diſobedient un- 
to all his commandments. The beart is 
deceitful above all things, and de eſperately 
wicked ; wwho can know it? Every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of man's heart is only evil 
continually, $417 THE LORD. Such is the 
language of Divine Revelation concerning 
the deprarity of man. Therefore it is ob- 
vious, man's thoughts being evil continually, 
that he (of himſelf) cannot come to the ſav- 
ing knowledge of his Creator and Redeem- 
er, for to do ſo is the beſt of all works: But 
ſome men in this day of innovations have 
the boldneſs to abandon the heavenly re- 
gion of their fathers, and to teach That 
man andi i in the ſame relative condition with 
bis Maker be ever did fland þ fince man exi/t- 
ed; and that it is his greateſt conſolation ts 
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think” fo. The wiſeſt of Philoſophers, un- 
aided by a Divine written Revelation, have 
- - conjectured the contrary. And indeed that 
man muſt have very inadequate ideas of the 
pupity, and holy nature of God who thinks 
that the human rade are ſo related unto 
God in the condition in which we behold 
\ them. What relation can inconſiderate, 
ignorant, fooliſh, paſſionate, cruel, malici- 
ous, revengeful, proud and unrelenting man, 
7 have to the Great. Creator? Does not the 
actions of all men, in a leſs or greater de- 
gree, prove that theſe appellations are juſt- 
ly aſcribed to "mankind ? ? Is it not therefore 
evident, that they have deviated from their 
original ſtate of rectitude? God made all 
his works very good, and man after his own 
image. Had man therefore continued in 
that image, all his actions would have cor- 
reſponded to the relation which ſubſiſted 
betwixt God and him. His people indeed, 
when once they are born again, endeavour 
that their actions ſhall correſpond to their 
dignity as His ſons. But ſtill they fail and 
come ſhortof his glory. It is His will thatthey 
355 BVV 
* 


"of 


{em TORT ER... bo ON. 


1 


5 SERMON Vi. . 


obe in him be türe to ates 


tain good works, and in virtue of his grace 
they are ſo. God injuſtice might have left all 
the human race to grope in that wilderneſs 


of fin and 1gnorance, in which, they had 
ſtrayed, without ever bringing any of them 


back to the knowledge of Himſelf. But e- 


ternal thanks be aſeribed to our God, for 
manifeſting Himſelf to the children of men. 

Secondly ; This knowledge is to be ob- 
tained by carefully ſearching after it in the © 
volume of God's word ; and by aſking it 


from God : Although that it is a free gift 
| beſtowed by God upon his people, yet it 
muſt be diligently ſearched for by all who 


defire to obtain the ſame. They who have 
taſted that the Lord is gracious, do ſearch 


| the ſeriptures for greater attainments of the 


experimentab knowledge of God. And 


they who are totally ignorant of the Al- 
mighty, muſt examine the holy oracles to 


acquire the ſaving knowledge of Him: In. 
them many things concerning God are ma- 
nifeſted, of which the works of creation are 
altogether ſilent; and which reaſon never 


eould have diſcovered: Such as the mani- 


8 feltation 


2 
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feſtation of Aa trinity of perſons in the unity 
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eſſence; The incarnation of the Son of 


God; the redemption of his people; the 


riches of pardoning grace; and the reſur- 
rection of the body. Reaſon never could 
have found out theſe wonderful things. 


\ Nay Angels themſelves, who are poſſeſſed of 
perfect reaſon, could never have found them 


Os out and declared them. None can make a 


, 
„ © 


proper diſcovery of God but God himſelf. 
Ne muſt therefore be the author of all ſav- 
ing knowledge. God only knoweth the 
heart, and alone hath acceſs to inſtruct it; 
He hath drawn a vail over the human 
mind, ſo that what paſſeth there i in ſe- 
eret can only be diſcerned by God and the 
individual, unleſs expreſſed by ſigns. He 
is the refornier of the heart. FT any man 
then lack wiſdom, let him aſk. it of God, 
' who giveth unto all men liberally, and up- 
braideth none who come unto Him aſking 
_ wiſdom and grace through the merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt his Son. Aft, and it ſhall be 
given you; ſeck and ye ſhall find; knock and 
it ſhall be opened unto you. For every one | 
that . ofketh receiveth ; and be that ſeeketh | 
e 9 1 _ Jimaeth; 
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b, and to whom that hnocketh, it Hall 

be opened. There are too many who ima- 
gine, that great attainments in knowledge, 
are not upon them incumbent: They con- 
ſider the acquirement of knowledge to be 
neceſſary only for men, whoſe profeſſion is 
to teach' others. This miſtaken notion is 
the ſource of much miſchief to individuals, ; 

and to the world at large. For were men 

enlightened with knowledge, they neither 
would act as they often do, nor ſuffer others 
to tyranniſe over them. Incivility, and 
- tyranny, and cruelty, are the offspring of 
ignorance. It is man's conduct to man 
which deſtroys the comfort and happineſs 
of man, and wounds his heart. But igno- 
rance is not only the ſource of innumerable 
ils in this world, it alſo ruins the ſoul, and 
ſinks her into deſtruction everlaſting. My 


people (ſays God) are deſtroyed fo ! 5 


knowledge. Becauſe thou haſt rejected knows- 
edge, I will alſo reject thee. If people 
would but regularly ſet aſide all their ſpare 
hours to the acquirement of knowledge, and 
alk the bleſſing of God upon their endea- 
- yours to obtain it; they would advance in 
knowledge, and Fs the ſame a moſt agree- 
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able exerciſe. God has appointed us very 


able Teachers, to communicate knowledge 


unto our minds: viz.- Nature, conſcience, 
the law of God, the goſpel, and the Spirit. 
What however will theſe Teachers avail us, 
if we attend not to their teaching? The 
voice of nature proclaims aloud through all 


0 her works, that God is a Being of unſearch- 


able power and greatneſs; the voice of 


| conſcience tells you that you are guilty ; 
ü the voice of the holy law of God denoun 
kes in thunder and lightning your condem- 


nation : But the Son of God, the great 


No Teacher of the world, came to earth, to ſave 
you from miſery, His voice ſpeaks unto you 
by. His word and Spirit, and by his mini- 


ſtering ſervants. The voice of all thoſe 
Teachers ye muſt have heard: Have ye 


heard ſavingly ? Have they brgvght you to 
the knowledge of God, and to the obedi- 


ence of His law ? That is the queſtion for 


Pour deliberation. The ſaving knowledge 1 
of God is practical in its nature. So that 


t you are made acquainted with God, your. 
defires are to do His will, and to walk hum- 
"By 3 with Him 1 in newneſs of life. | 

1 0 e ee 
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From this ſubject, we may ſee what 5 
| Not cauſe of that ignorance which prevails: 
_ -amongſus, and all ranks of men: It is be- 


cauſe we naturally hate heavenly knowledge, 
and do not ſeek to acquire it, We will not 


come unto the light, leſt our deeds be made 


manifeſt, There is a thick cloud of fin and 


ignorance upon our minds,—a yail upon 


the heart and underſtanding,—and corrupt 
humours are in the eyes of believers them- | 
| ſelves; which blind the ſight of their minds, 


zs Hagar could not ſee the well which was 


before her, by reaſon of, grief, till God o- 


pened her eyes; ſo we cannot ſee the things 
of God, nor properly know Him, until He 
gives us the ſeeing and knowing faculty. 


Let each of us, therefore, pray unto God, 


Oben thou mine eyes, that I may behold won- 
* derful things out of thy law, Let us all be 
_ diligent in learning, to know ſavingly, our 


Great Creator and Redeemer. For,, the 


Tord  Feſus ſhall be revealed from heaven 
with His mighty. Angels, in flaming fire, tak- 


| " Robey on them that know not 8 


cl 7 | 


\ 


who ſball be þu J with everlaſt.. 


1 from the preſence of the Lord, 
—_ the glory of his when he 


Eo hs Gall come to be glorified in His ſaints, and ts 
8 be admired in all them that believe. 
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„ dit or ww - lr 
heart, and with a willing mind. 7 


Ox reading theſe · words, I doubt not but 
ſome will think, that they contain a hard 
law, which they are not able to obey. 
Would to God that we were all convinced 
of the perfection of His law, and of our in- 
ability perfectly to do His commandments: 
Then we would ſeek ſtrength from Himſelf 
to enable us to do His will; and would re- 
ceive out of His fulneſs grace upon grace. 
He hath promiſed to give us a new heart 
and a right ſpirit, let us hold Him at His 
word, and by faith aſk and receive theſe - 
from Him; then we will ſerve Him with 
i | that 


144 ene . 


that perfe 24 heart, and willing mind Which 


5 We mentioned in the text. 


In the ſequel of this diſcourſe, I ſhall, g, 


inquire what may be implied in ſerving 


God? Secondly, Make ſome obſervations 
concerning that perfection of heart, with 
which we ought to ſerve him. | 

I begin then; to inquire what may be 
opted in ſerving God? Before I anſwer 


[this queſtion, however, as here ſtated, it 
may be obſerved, that God is independent 


of the ſervices of all creatures. He was 


completely happy in the enjoyment of Him- 


| ſelf before he proceeded to the work of mak- 
ing any creatures, whether animate or ina- 
nimate, rational or irrational: And their ex- 
| iſtence can add nothing to His innate hap- 


pineſs. We cannot, therefore, be ſervicea- 


ble to God in that ſenſe, in which we may 
to one another. Although we derive the 
greateſt advantages from ſerving God, 


4 Godline/s being pre gfitable unto all things, 
* baving promiſe of the ti bfe that now is, and 


- & of that which is to come.” We ought not, 
; however, to be religious, 8 from a ſel- 


fiſh 


j 
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ach principle but from * true love to God | 
and goodneſs. op 
Having made the above e 1 3 


turn to anſwer the queſtion under conſide- 
ration. s 


In general, ſerving God is the doing of | 
His commandments in our hearts, and in 
all our conduct, the yielding a ſincere obe⸗ 
dience to all His laws, ſo acting from a true 
principle of love to Him and to holineſs, 


and from a deſire, that whether we eat or 
drink, or whatever we do, we may do all to 
the glory of His great name. . pete 
cularly then, in the 4 


Firſt place ; It implies that there is a prin- 


=p of life and of religion in the ſoul. 


Dead men cannot ſerve the living: No 
more can thoſe who are ſpiritually dead 


ſerve the living God. It is the Spirit of 
life from On High, which in the ſacred 
ſeriptures is uniformly repreſented as the 


cauſe of new obedience in the diſciples of 
Chriſt. You hath be quickened who were 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins. Fur the law of 

the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Feſus hath, made me 
free grow the law of in and death. He 
* quickens 


— 


8 


14 
7 * 
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quickens our ſouls, gd 3 us to ſerve 
God. Without His gracious influences, 


all our religious ſervices are unacceptable 


1 
. 


to the Almighty ; nay, they are-an abomi- 


nation in His fight. Except that we are 


born again, made new creatures in Chriſt 
Jeſus, we can neither ſerve God in the 


church on earth, nor enter into the king- 


dom of glory hereafter. The powers of 


our minds muſt be re&ified, and tuned to 


ſerve and praiſe 'God,—the underſtanding | 


muſt be enlightened the will muſt be re- 
newed, the conſcience muſt be made a- 


cute, — the heart and affections muſt be ſo 
changed, as that they are with propriety in 
the ſcriptures called new, turned from the 
love of ſin, and fixed upon God their pro- 


* per object; unleſs we are ſo faſhioned, we 


\ 


cannot ſerve God with a ©  perfeet heart, 
and with a wvilling mind; for, otherwiſe, 
our hearts are entirely imperfect, and filled 
with all 1 iniquity, and our, minds not only 
- unwilling to ſerve God, but continually 1 in- 
clined to diſobey His commandments. 
Secondly ; It implies that there is an a- 


Erocment made between God and ſuch as 


truly 


— 


8 


man makes an agreement with his Creator, 

by parting with all his ſins, and by accord- 
ing with the terms of the covenant of grace. 

Can tuo walk together except they be a- 

( greed?” To attempt to ſerve God, with- 


in the goſpel, is like a man going into a fo- 
reſt where a lion watcheth for his prey, and 

may tear him in pieces; ſo doth God threa- 
ten to deal with ſuch as pretend to ſerve 


entering into covenant with Him. Unto 


Seeing thou hateſt inſtruction, and caſteſt phe: 
my words behind thee. When thou ſaw- 


* ers. Thou * thy mouth to evil, and 
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truly ſerve Him. In civil ſociety, a ſervant 


fixes his wages, and agrees with his maſter _ 
or employer, before he enters upon his 
work: So is it in this caſe, there can be no 
harmony between God and man, before 


out agreeing with Him upon the terms of 
the covenant of grace, which are exhibited 


Him without doing His commandments, or 


the wicked God faith, what haſt thou to 
do to declare my ſtatutes, or that thou 
e ſhouldeſt take my covenant in thy mouth? 


« eſt a thief, then thou conſentedſt with 
* him, and haſt been partaker with adulter- 


cc thy . 


93 


149 SERMON VII. 


« thy 8 fornieth, deceit. Thou auen 


'* ind ſpeakeſt againſt thy brother: thou 


flandereſt thine own mother's ſon. Theſe 
a. things haſt thou done but ! will reprove 


6 thee, and ſet them in order before thine 
eyes. Now, conſider this, ye that forget 


God, left I tear you a fist and there 


„ bg none to deliver.“ All perſons in a 
and where the goſpel is preached, forget 
God who do not enter into covetiant with 
Him by the blood of- Jeſus z who do not 
acekpt of thoſe terms of peace offered in the 
goſpel. Man in his unregenerate ſtate is a 
determined enemy to God and goodneſs; 


and God is alſo a determined foe to all im- 


penitent ſinners; except they repent, they 


5 muſt periſh ; by Jeſus Chriſt His ' ſon, He 


mercifully ſpeaks unto them, and calls upon 
them to repent of their ſins, and to agree 
with Him. There is no friendſhip,—no 
agreement, —no harmony, — between God 
and män, but through the GLORITO US. RE- 
DEEMER : He hath made peace with God 


for His people, and though they were once 


afar off from. God; are now brought near 


| Yerough his l blood : And are be- 
come 


". 
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come His willing ſervants. As their wages, 


He affords them daily maintenance, food | 


and raiment, abundant ſupplies of grace for 
their ſouls, to enable them to do His will "ot 
and, to encourage them to be faithful in 
His ſervice, He holds out unto them as a 
reward, a crown of eternal life and happi- 
neſs, which undoubtedly He will beſtow. 


upon all who ſincerely love Him. His ſer- 


vants are well pleaſed with theſe wages. 
They experience that His ſervice. is perfect 
freedom,—that the more faithful they are 
in it, the happier they are; having thus en- 
| tered into covenant with their God, with 
Him their ADORABLE: MASTER, like E- 
noch, they walk humbly, yet glorying in 
His ſervice, Which leads me to obſerve, 
Thirdly ; 5 That it implies a readineſs of 
deſign to do his will. Faithful ſervants in 
civil ſociety, in all their ſervices, deſign, and 
deſire to execute what their maſters com- 
mand ; ſo the ſervants of the Moſt High, 
deſign, and fervently wiſh to do. His com- 
mandments, and things which are agree- 
able to His will, and the doing any thing 
of a contrary nature they deſire to avoid. 
| i IE In 
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In general, it is is not the viddels of ſer- 
vants to inquire why their employers order 
this or the other piece of work'to be exe- 
ented ; but it is their duty according to the 
mutual agreement made betwixt them to 
85 obey ; to this there are indeed exceptions, 
N : eſpecially if the performance of any thing 
be commanded contrary to the laws of God 
or of man. Thoſe, however, who are the 
ſervants of God, may depend that He will 
: | order nothing to be done, but what is conſiſ- 
wy ; I - tent with truth and juſtice, and they have no. 
Þ right to challenge what he doth, nor what he 
© orders them to do. What he hath command- 
cd man to do is ſo plain and practical, and 
evidently ſo good for the obſerver and for 
ſeociety, that all in the exerciſe of their rea- 
ſon muſt ſee the propriety of the laws of 
God. The Almighty (we learn, from His 
| word) has His own glory in view in His 
F works and government. In a proper ac- 
knowledgment of His glory does our ſer- 
vice to Him conſiſt. The Lord hath made 
all things for Himſelf. Thou art worthy, 0 
Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power ; 
for tou Fo” created all _ and fur thy. 


Pleaftre | 
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pleaſure they are and were created. His 


people's ſervice is to the praiſe and glory of . 


His grace. Therefore, to glorify God, we 
ſhould endeavour to have, in doing His com- 
mandments, the ſame deſign in view, which 
He has in enjoining obedience to them; 
namely, his own honour, and glory, and to 


promote the happineſs of mankind. _ 
In the fourth place; It implies doing good 


to our fellow creatures. Whoever truly 


7 ſerves God is deſirous that others do fo 


likewiſe. Not that the ſervants of the Moſt 
High abſtain from His ſervice when others 
do ſo; © They follow. not a multitude to do 
evil, whatever others do, they and their 
hauſe are determined to ſerve the Lord, but 
they are nevertheleſs grieved on account of 
the folly, fin, and ignorance of their fellow 
creatures; and they do all in their power 
to bring them to the ſervice of their great 
Maſter. The religion which is pure and. 
undefiled is benevolent in its ſpirit; and 
all who are its real votaries are benevolent. 
The GREAT FON DER of Chriſtianity was 
all benevolence: His heart being love to the 


children of men, His whole life was a ſcene 


of; 


— 


- -- 
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of paſtas 756 8 to promote thets 
— Happineſs. They who believe in Him are 
made partakers of his nature, their diſpoſi- 
tions reſemble His. They do good to the 
ſouls and bodies of their brethren of man- 
Find as much as in them lies. They uſe 
all prudent and proper means for the con- 
| * verſion of the wicked; and they do their 
duties to-the houſehold of faith. They en- 
deavour to reclaim the wicked, to inſtruct ; 


he ignorant, and to correct the -fooliſh : 


And aceording to their circumſtances, they 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and they 
adminiſter comfort to the ſick and mourn- 

ing. Such a conduct, proceeding from 
proper motives, is an acceptable ſervice unto 


GSodz; for whatever good we do unto one of 


the leaſt of Chriſt's diſciples, He eſteems it 
as done to Himſelf. They who do good to 
the people of God; and they who are the 
mean of turning others from wickedneſs 
unto the Lord, ſhall not fail of obtaining an 
eternal reward e pet the merits s of 15 8 85 
. Jeſus our Saviour. 
But I proteed now to onde the ſecond 
branch of the A 
The 


. 4 1 
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The perfection of heart with whith we 


are called upon to ſerve God. Serve Him 


with a perfee heart and a willing mind. 
The higheſt perfections of the moſt ex- 

alted creatures in the univerſe are mean 7 

and imperfect, when compared with God 


who is tlie ſtandard of perfection. The 


heavens are not pure in His ſight ; how 


much more imperfe& are the. beſt habits, 1 5 
and diſpoſitions, and frames, and actions, of 


ſinful man? Though all rational creatures 
are infinitely inferior to the perfect pattern 
of perfection, they are, however, indiſpen- 
ſibly obliged to reſemble it in their propor- 
tion, and according to their capacity. So 


far as a finite creature can reſemble an infi- 
nite Being, the people of God are bound to 


reſemble Him. Be ye, therefore, perfect, 
even as your father who is in heaven is per- 


fe. , The greateſt and moſt perfect candle 


which ever was or can be made, bears little 
or no proportion to the ſun, yet the candle. 
reſembles the ſun in giving light, while 
darkneſs is the oppoſite of both. So the 
excellencies of Angels and Saints bear. no 


Proportion to the perfections of the Al- 


U' po mighty 


— 
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5 mighty, yet ther ble them as er are 
of the ſame kind, though infinitely inferior 
as to degree, nevertheleſs, ſin and guilt, in 
their roots and branches, are the reverſe of 
the perfections of God, and are the contra- 
ry of His grace in believers. Man was 


made after the image of God. This like- 


neſs was chiefly 1 in the heart and mind; - the 
mind is the immortal part of man, that im- 
material ſpirit within him which thinks, and 
the heart is the affections of the ſaid mind 
| | which lead to action. Hence we are ex- 
horted in the ſeriptures to keep our hearts 
with all diligence; for out of them are the 
iſſues of life. In conſequence of fin and 
guilt our hearts are imperfect, and our 
955 minds are unwilling to ſerve God, until re- 
newed by His power and grace. Therefore, 
it is evident, we cannot ſerve God with a 
perfect heart and a willing mind, until they 
are made ſo: Until we receive the new hearts 
and the right ſpirit promiſed in His word; 
until we are made a willing people in a day 
of His power. Entire perfection and free- | 
dom from ſin, however, cannot be the 2 
meaning ak the text, bor that i is not the at- 


. 33 + CENT tainment 
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rainment of any in this world. T; Bere Ng 


* 7s not a juſt man upon the earth who liveth 


and ſinneth not.” But it may ſignify, that 


purity of heart which raiſes us above ſen- 


ſual deſires, and cauſeth us to imitate the 
example of our Saviour, by being holy in all 
manner of converſation. It may alſo ſig- 


nify conformity to Jeſus in ſuffering, if 


thereunto called. He was made perfect 
through ſuffering, ſo many of His people 
are ſeverely tried by affliction and by perſe- 
cution. And why not? ©« The diſciple is not 
© above his maſter, nor the ſervant above his 


« Lord : But every one that is perfect ſhall be 


ar his Maſter.” In general, therefore, 


the perfect heart here recommended, imports 
the exerciſe of the graces, which the eternal 
ſpirit beſtows upon the people of God; 


whether they are called to doing or ſuffer- 
ing, they muſt exerciſe love to God, and 


mercy and goodneſs to their fellow crea- 
tures; and put their faith and hope in Gad, 
and endeavour through his grace to purify 
themſelves, even as Chriſt is pure, and ſo 


they thus, Serve God with a perfet heart 


and 


Ft 


* 
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. willing mind ; which perfect TY 
And willing mind, more particularly, 

=: Firſt implies ; That ſuch are under the 

4 perſect righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt the 

| glorious Redeemer. The law made noth- 
ing perfet?, but the bringing in of a better 
hope did. True Believers in Chrift are not 
under the law, but under grace. All 
the real diſeiples of Chriſt are complete 
in Him who is the head of all prineipality . 
and Power. In whorir they are juſtified, 

5 | and ſanctified, and are made partakers of 
His holineſs; being buried with Him in 
; baptiſm, by the operation of God upon 

- © their ſouls they are raiſed with Him, and 
quickened together with Him in newneſs 
. of life, 80 that Believers are as perfect 
7 : as £hrift Himſelf is perfect, in the eye of 
. Goclis fuſtifying grace, the ſame righteouſ- 
: ness, >cing confidered as on both; they are 
_  Imperied. 1 in themſelves, but they are perfect 
— in Him. He and- His people are one ; and 
5 they who do righteouſneſs are righteous 
1 8 . mrs as He is  Bightegus. Becauſe He lives 
| they 


„ 
* . 


- 
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. they hall live alſo. Who can lay any thing 


to the charge of God's ele? It is God 


who juſtifies them. There is no condem- 
nation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
walk not after the fleſh but after the Spirit. 
Jeſus became their ſurety, and to law and 
- juſtice bath paid their debts, and. another 
reckoning cannot come againſt them, for 


God hath accepted of the payment which | 


He made, for them and hath granted a full 
diſcharge. God made his Son, who knew 
no ſin as to the committing of the ſame, to 
be ſin for us, that we might be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in Him. The Lord 
laid on his Son the iniquities of all His 
people: And His Son by the once offering. 
up of Himſelf hath perfected for ever them 
Who are ſanctified. The Lord Jeſus then 
is our righteouſneſs. In the firſt Adam we 
died, in him as our repreſentative head, his 
ſin became ours by imputation: But in 
Chriſt the ſecond Adam we are made alive, 
and His all perfect righteouſneſs is by God 
imputed to us, and by that faith implanted 
in our ſouls by the Spirit of God, we receive 
| Ny oa; the 
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the aid ee e and are made par- | 
"ide of His communicable holineſs. 
Such ſentiments the . ſacred ſcriptures 
teach and warrant us to believe: And, of 
all the ſentiments contained in the volume 
of Divine Revelation, they are the moſt 
pleaſing and comforting to an awaked con- 
ſcience: Were they excluded from the Bi- 
ble as ſome ſeem to wiſh, I know not what 
would remain in it conſolatory to man. 
The great Luther when he got a view of 
tem, obſerved; © That the gate of Paradiſe 
< ſeemed to fly open to his view That he 
© had a glimpſe of its beauty, in contem- 
< plating theſe ſacred truths; and a taſte of 
. its delights in believing them: So ſweet 
ws compoſure, and ſuch a charming tran- 
< quillity, did they diffuſe through his 
mind: And he ſaid, that while we are 
ignorant of them, thre is nothing but 
& horror and dread around us:? = 
| Secondly ; The perfect heart, and willing 
mind, with which we are exhorted to ſerve 
God, import, That the ſervants of God muſt 
be truly devout and holy, Though the 
Funts of God are conſcious of guilt and of 
infirm 


r 
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infirmities yet they truly hate ſin and fins 

cerely love holineſs: And they fervently 
wiſh and aim to be holy and devout in their 
-. thoughts, actions, and in the motives of 
their conduct. Were a man's actions never 
ſo becoming ard praiſe worthy, if they are 
not done from proper motives, he is devoid 
of holineſs. So far are the doctrines of | 
grace, from being hoſtile to morality, as ſome _ 
teach, that they influence the heart, and the 
whole internal frame of the man, who be- 
lieves in. them, as well as his converſation. 
God forbid ſays he, with an inſpired au- 
4 thor, that 1 ſhould ſin becauſe grace doth 
« abound.” It is his defire to do that 
which is well pleaſing i in the ſight of God. 
No action can be agreeable to Him, howe- 
ver good in itſelf, unleſs it proceeds from a 
proper motive, as is pretty evident from the 
caſe of King Amaziah who did once that 
which was right in the ſight of the Lord; 
but ſurely he did it not with a perfect heart, 
for we have reaſon to think that he fell fi- 
nally away from doing righteouſneſs, unto 
idolatry, and periſhed in his fins. * While 
mY Aſa, on the other hand, though the 
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| high places were not taken tay; yet his 
heart was perfect before the Lord all hig 
days. For he had a ſincere deſire to do the 
will of God. Noah was ſuch a fincere foul, 
as got from Godthe character of perfection, ä 
is ſtyled a juſt man, and a perfect in his ge- 
neration: His affeQtions were ſet on God, 


and his mind was willing to ſerve Him. 
The ſervants of the Mos r Hicn carefully 


confider what is the good and acceptable 


will of God; and they aim to live „ 1 


to the ſame. © For our rejoicing (ſay ney) 
18 this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, 


- * that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not 


« With fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of 
God, we have had our converſation in the 
| . world.“ They know, if they regard in- 
iquity in their hearts, that God will hear 
their prayers. They ſtudy to be upright ? 
before God, and keep themſelves from their 
iniquities. In vain then, do perſons pre- 
tend to be ſervants of God, who are not 
conſcientious in public and in private, to 
live as it becomes His ſaints, 2 leads 
me to obſerve, : 
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25 Anh; The perfect heart, ant the will- 5 
e mind, with which we are called upon 
to ſerve God, import, that His ſervants 
I | dire their courſe to a perfect place. This 
one thing they deſire of the Lord, and that 
X they ſeek after; that they may dwell _ 
in the houſe of the Lord all the days of 
Echeir hves, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
1 and to inquire in his temple. Though they 
s not in this ſtate abſolutely perfect, yet, 

= they preſs towards the mark, for the JE; 
4 4 of the high calling of God in Chrift Feſus.” 
= mourn for their own fins, and for the 
ans of others, and they fervently wiſh to 
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be delivered from the influence and conta- 


on of ſin. Bleſſed are ſuch perſons; for 
ey chall be comforted.” They are running 45 
che Chriſtian race, and they hall gain the 
prize, the erown of immortal glory. They 
Ware fighting the battles of the Lord; and 
Whey ſhall obtain complete victory. Ere 
. all ye Who are ſo ſerving God, fhall 


a dwelling with God in heaven; for 
this was the end why Chrift redeemed : you, 
chat ye might forever dwell with Him in 
1 1 glory: 
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Ton. "Then x more 0 more 105 your fel 
lion on things above, not on things on the earth, © 
25 or ye are dead, and your li ife ts hid with © 
Chriſti in God. When Chrift who is your 
life, ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear 
weib bim in glory. Delightful conſidera- 
tion,. — to appear with Chriſt in glory, and 
to dwell with Him forever in heaven, the, 
PEA beautiful, the moſt glorious, and the 
" moſt happy place of all God's dominions re | "4 
11 i but Chriſt 3 is infinitely more beautiful and 1 
8 16. glorious. His. preſence and favour would 
make any place a heaven, and His diſplea- | * 
ſure and frowns would make heaven itſelf” 5 
a hell. He is the glory and the happineſs 
of heaven, and he is the terror of hell. 1 
From this ſubje&.ye may ſee how happy. 
the ſervants. of God are. They ſerve the 
- greateſt and the beſt of Maſters; One hd 
0 will never ceaſe, to care and provide for 
them: In old age He will not caſt them off} 
from His ſervice, but they will ever enjoy 
His favour, and dwell forever in His houſe: | 
+ "They are ſelected from the reſt of the world, 
and adopted into the number of His family: 
8 "The i image of God is ſtamped on their fouls 
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frame: Their ſouls have begun to live that "I 
N life which ſhall never end, and their bodies 1 
are waſhed from all filthineſs of the fleſh- + 1 
== and of the mind, and are gradually prepar- = 
| 4 ing for complete Redemption: Hail, e | 
highly favoured of the Lord, ye are on | 
your way to eternal reſt ; manſions delight-" 
ful are preparing for you, and rivers of 
pleaſure have begun to flow upon you, 8 
whoſe ſtreams ſhall ever be more copious, 
® whoſe ſource is inexhaũſtible. Affliction 
4 and heavy trials, however, may attend you 
in this vale of tears, but God himſelf, how- 


g ever, will ſoon wipe away all tears from 
= your eyes, and gladden your countenances ; 4 
ſo, that they ſhall never again become ſad. 


Go on then, ye ſervants of the Moſt 
F High, in doing his commandments, your _ 0 
2 - ſervice is perfect freedom,—real liberty ; '_ 
and this is your comfort that it ſhall never 
end. Be faithful unto the death, and ye 1. 
chall receive the crown of eternal life. 
; When once ye have made a few more 
3 ſtruggles againſt that enemy in your own 


ele, (indwelling fin), and againſt the foe - | 
of 9 72 
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1 0 ; . Your fall ye mall in Hcy 
—_ complete, and everlaſting repoſe. Tune 
pour harps even here in the wilderneſs, in 
2 foreign land, and ſing the trophies of the | 
Croſs, that ſong which is ever new, and 
which has no end, by ſo rejoicing in the _ 
Lord, ye ſhall diſcomfit all your enemies, 
and enter triumphantly into glory, through . 
the merit of the blood of Chriſt. We may 


alſo ſee from this ſubject, oP 
The miſery of thoſe who © not Wo 


perfection, and their minds are entirely un- 


Willing to ſerve their Creator and Redeemer. 
They ſerve Satan the very worſt tyrant; 
and are his willing and obedient {laves. 


Poor creatures they really are Ignorant of 


their miſerable condition, and it is the in- 

tereſt of this tyrant to keep them in igno- 
- Trance, until once they receive their wages 
for their ſervice, which they ſhall not fail of 
receiving in due time,—too ſoon they will 
all think. The wages of fin is death eter- ' 


nal, everlaſting miſery, and they who con- 
tinue in the ſervice of the wicked one, muſt 


8 receive the wages due to inch ſervants: 15 


Their 


- 
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heir ſoar joy 1s r 
kate condition is comfortleſs but their 
future miſery is inconceivable. I beſeech 
all ſuch to conſider their ſituation ere it be 

= too late to better it. Though your hearts 

are deſperately wicked, and your minds un- 

willing to ſerve God, yet' He can, and is 
willing to give you new hearts, and a 
© ſpirits: He has done ſo to many who were 

once as keen enemies to Him as you are, 

and their ſpirits are now happy in Heaven. 

Ne ye then to do evil, and, like them, 

learn to do well. I know ye do not wiſh Ez 
| 4 join the company of the damned in hell; Wh” 
but be not deceived, if you continue in tze 
ſervice of fin and Satan in this world, here- 
after hell ſhall be your home. May God 

turn you to Himſelf, and incline your aud 

N to His ſervice. a : 1 
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{|| Gal i. 14.—God forbid that I. fhould glory, ſave in the © * 
15 dee of our Lord Feſu Chrift 0 ck Y . 

np Tur E wicked and erroneous, in every age 

8 of the Church, have laboured to counteract 3 
te influence of the truth, as it is in Jeſus Y 
Chriſt our Lord. In the days. of the Apoſ- 1 


tile Paul, the Penman of this Epiſtle, theß 
directed all their force againſt the doctrines * 
of the goſpel! He had been ſucceſsful, in 
. eſtabliſhing a church at Galatia, (as in ma- 


==. - ny other places,) after bis departure from ne” 
i,, falſe teachers appeared there blending 
* 5 mie obſervance of the ceremonial law, and + | = 
meme tenets of Fudajm with Chriſtianity ; iſ 
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e 1 the doctrine of juſtifica- 
tion before God, through the imputed 

righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which the Apoſtle 
taught, as abſurd and erroneous ; and they 
maintained that juſtification was to be ob- 
tained by obedience to the law. This was 
at once ſubverting the goſpel. St Paul ar- 
3 dently wiſhing the real welfare of the Ga- 729 
latians, and the triumph of the religion of 

ſeſus, takes up his pen, and, by the guid- 
ance of the Holy Ghoſt, writes this Epiſtle 
to them, with a view, to eſtabliſh them in 
tte faith of Chriſt, His language here, as 
© uſual; is nervous and manly. His oppo- 
© nents gloried in the circumciſion and num 
ber of their followers. But, ſays this great 
© defender of Chriſtianity, * God forbid, that 
. ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs. of our 
Lord Feſus Chrift.” As if he had ſaid, 
= * forbid it heaven, that I ſhould boaſt, tri- 
= © umph, or rejoice in any thing, ſave in the 
=. ©.croſs of Ohriſt! 

In the ſequel of this diſcourſe, I purpoſe, 
bs. Firſt; to mention ſome things 1 in which true 5 
= Chriſtians-will not glory: SE ATR + 
__— „%% a es Secondly ; 
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1 7, hrrdly ; 


have, for ſo glorying. 
HFaving briefly Apatched theſe 8 


ade, I ſhall make ſome application of . | 


this truly intereſting ſubject. And O may 

that glorious, and precious Jeſus, who ex- 

pired upon the croſs, but who is now ſhin- 

ing in the midft of the throne in heaven, 

erown all with His rich 8850 divine bleſling | 
Let us then confider, 1 


Fin; Some things in which Chriſtians 


will not glory. And we remark, that they 
will not glory in ſin.” Perſons who have 
been baptiſed in the name of the glorious 


Trinity, however, may be found, in a Chriſ- 


tian land, glorying in their iniquities, and 


in the ways of fin, and boaſting of their acts 


of wickedneſs ; living quite oppoſite to the 
laws of God, and the Revelation of Jeſus | 


Chriſt. Although ſuch perſons may not 


have profeſſionally diſclaimed their baptiſm, 
pet ſurely they pretend not to be the follow- 


ers of Chriſt: They have not. faith in Chriſt; 


To point, out the conſe chey 
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they are devoid of good works ; they are 
ſtrangers to God, and aliens from the Com- 


monwealth of Iſrael: and though they call 
themſelves Chriſtians, yet God, Angels, and 
Saints, and their own conſciences, tell them 
that they are /ars, and that the truth is not 
in them. True Chriſtians may, and ſome f 
them do fall intoſin, butthey will never know- ©: 


ingly glory in the ſame. Hethat committeth 


ſin is of the devil: for the devil ſinneth from 


the beginning. For this purpoſe the Son "a 
God war manifeſted, that he-might deftroy tbe 


works of the devil. M. boſoever is born of God 


doth not commit fin ; for his feed remaineth in 
him : and he cannot fin, becauſe he is born of 


God. When any of the people of God do 


fall into tranſgreſſion, they are as captives in 


the time of war, it is againſt their will, 
nothing gives them more pain, they are 
covered with ſhame ; and abhor themſelves Tet 
in duſt and aſhes, bluſhing to lift their coun- 
+ tenances to the place where God's honour 

| dwells, The Lord hath pity upon them, 


He lifts them up, and pours the oil of glad- 


. neſs into their wounded ſpirits. But, 


"Secondly; Chriſtians will not glory in their 
busen nor beauty. The human race are 
Y: e Ineet' 
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"pie feartully and wanderfully ate; The 


Lord God is their Maker: When at firſt 
HAT came from His hands; they were in- 
nocent and beautiful: Their external form 
is ſtill noble and comely. But ah! how is 
* gold become dim, the moſt fine gold | 
Ds Every part of the univerſe is 
beautiful, and © juſt, and wiſe but man; 
«vile man is a foleciſm i in nature; tempeſts 


7 0 and wharlwinds have their uſe; but viei- 


Ce. ous, ungrateful man, is a blot in the fair { 
c page of univerſal beauty.“ Real Chriſtians 


: are fully convinced oftheir vileneſs whichad- | 


' heres to them in conſequence of the fall; and 
they will not glory! in theirbodily ftrengthnor To 
beauty. For man's doomis irrevocably fixed: 


_ Duſt thou art, aud to duft Halt return. It is 2 1 


Hbointed for « ll men once to die, and after death © 
"78 the Judg: ment, Death ſoon overcomes the 


ſtrongeſt men; thein ftrengthi is only weakneſs , 
when to it oppoſed. - And, perſonal beauty 


is a fair flower, which may be ſullied with a 
every blaſt, and ſoon, like the ſnow before 


2 a warm wind, muſt fade away. Death ſhall 


ſoon render, the comlieſt form, pale and 
bebe Gxrief and Slqmeting. cares, 
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* ſhall ſoon. mar the: 16velieft hare 30 
the moſt activo limbs, and the ſtrongeſt arms 
hall ſoon be weakneſs, unable to move! the 
ſtouteſt heart ſhall ſoon throb in the keeneſt 
ſenſations of pain! the worms ſhall ſoon feed a 
on thy ſleſh in the devouring grave! O fin! | n 
ho haſt thou diſhonoured our nature, and 4 
* deſtroyed our frame? The children of men 
then have no cauſe to be proud and high 
| minded; ; pride i is a garb which ill becomes 
any of them: Yet are there not to be found, _ J 
= ſons and daughters of men, who call them. 
"ſelves Chriſtians, glorying in their ſtrength © 
| . and beauty? ſuch are not the diſciples of Ly 
=» Chriſt: for His followers will not glory in 5 
their own perſonal ſtrength nor beauty: They 
glory in His holy name, in the beauty, „ 
| = - ſtrength, and preciouſneſs, of Him only: +. 
| "They ay of Him, He is altogether: lovely: 
He e is the joy and delight of their fouls. 
* IT hirdly; Chriſtians will not glory in their 5 
genius, nor acquirements. Knowledge and 
wiſdom are deſireable: theſe are obtained, by . 
| God bleſſing the exerciſe of the mind in the 5 
ſearch of them. The Chriſtian, however, BETS. 
muff hold them 1 in Wor proper place. The 
| 2 genius \ 
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genius 75 ome is greatly ſaperior to that o 
others. This may be evident to every ar- 
tificer: In the learned world, this is diſplay- 


Priters the ſame degrees, and variety, and 

ſuperiority of genius appear. No real Chriſ- 

tian, however, when he behaves as he ſhould, 

will glory in the ſuperiority of his genius 

and acquirements. He has nothing, but 

5 what he received from the Lord. Paul was 

a man of genius, learning, and of great ac- 

quirements: But in human learning he did 

not glory: He counted all things but loſs, 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Jeſus 

Chriſt. His croſs is a great depth of love, 

| juſtice, and: of merey; which even through 

. eternity, we ſhall not be able to fathom, yet 


©: 
: 


we will forever glory in it. It is the von- * 


der of ages, and the admiration of eternity. 
Glory then in+it, and not in your own 


genius, nor acquirements. The moſt exal- 


ted genius ſoon may be blaſted; as when the 
ſun riding in the heavens in all his glory, a 
cloud ſoon gathers, and from us hides his 
brilliancy: It is thus, often with genius; 
ſome cloud of adverſity obſcures its ſplen- 
dour, o or ĩt is blaſted. by ſome unforeſeen ir- 
- cuaſt ance, 
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© clinics. But ws: glory of the 1 els? of 
Chriſt ſhall never fade; and the happineſs 


of thoſe who behold it by faith in Him, ſhall 


never be deſtroyed ; for throughout everlaſt- 
ib ages, unſpeakable joy ſhall flow from the 


mpg croſs into their ſouls. 


In the fourth Place; Chriſtians will not 


glory in their own perſonal righteouſneſs. 


No believer in Chriſt will ſay to another, 


Stand by, I am holier than thou.“ The 


Chriſtian will not imitate the proud Phariſee, | 


who in the temple thanked God, that he was 
not as other men; but will like 9 Publican 
ſay wits God, © Be merciful to me a ſin- 
ner.“ He conſiders himſelf, as an unprofi- 


table ſervant, and all his righteouſneſs as 


1 rags: be views himſelf as a ſinner in 
all his performances, knowing that in every 
thing he fins, and comes far ſhort in glorify- 
ing God, as'he ſhould ; he accounts it, a 
Jaithful ſaying and. erty of all accepiation, 
that Je eſus Chrift came to ſave finners, of whom, 
be views himſelf as the chief. He does not 
glory in being a ſinner, but he glories in be- 
ing more and more delivered from the pow- 
er, and waſhed from the defilement, of fin, 


He 
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11. ere Nat: no man can bo. zue! 
before God in his own righteouſneſs, but in 
| > FI righteouſneſs of Chriſt only: Thetafore, i 8 
by faith, (the gift of God), he puts on the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for ſalvation. Ne- 
5 vertheleſs, he lives righteouſſy and ſoberly 
in this preſent evil world; he does juſtly, 
loves mercy, and walks humbly with his 
EN _ God; practiſing that holineſs without which 
none ſhall ſee or enjoy heaven. True and 
| Gon faith in Chriſt humbles the heart, and | 
produces reformation of conduct; kindles in ; 
the ſoul an ardent thirſt after, righteouſneſs. | 
The man who, glories in his own righte- 
 ouſneſs, has not ſeen the evil of fin, and 
is devoid of faving faith. But, in the 
©, Fifth place; Chriſtians will not glory in 
the riches of this world. Fortune is fickle, | 
and riches are uncertain as to their continu- 
5 ance. Men are frequently exalted to the 
jo - ; 25 : height ot proſperity, and then unexpectedly 
ſiſunk into the deepeſt diſtreſs. Riches often 
8 betake to themſelves, wings, aud fly from 
me graſp. of their poſſeſſor. Therefore, 


the viciſſirudes of Aniven life, God com- 
8 2 J | Þ ; | | 9 | mands 


I 


that our comfort may not be deſtroyed by 
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| mands us not to 1 — . the world nor the | 


things thereof. There are however many: 


perſons in a Chriſtian land, who profeſs t 


be followers of Chriſt, whoſe hearts, are 


. notwithſtanding, ſet upon the world, and 


who mind only earthly things: Who rejoice, | 
by whatever means attained, in adding 

houſe to houſe, and field to field. The 
fact is, every one glories in that which he 

truly loves: He who loves the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt will glory in his holy name; and the 
immoderate lover of the world will glory 
in riches. It 3 is, however, Fontan in 
Chriſtians: to be induſtrious; or to have 
riches righteouſſy acquired, is honourable, 


in proportion to the wiſe uſe which 1 is made 


of them: The poſſeſſor may do much | 
good by relieving the wants of the poor, 


and in propagating Chriſtian knowledge, 


among the children of men. But the 


band of the diligent does not always make 


rich. The Lord gives ſucceſs, or withholds 


it as He thinks proper, He ſees it neceſſary, 


oiten to exerciſe His people in the ſchool 
of adverſity. The love of God to any in- | 
Crna ſhould, not be eſtimated according 


te 


Eo 0 SERMON "mu. 


the rich man was caſt down into Hell. 
Therefore none ſhould glory in the riches 
af this world, for if any love them to ſuch 
2 degree as to glory in them, the love of 
God is not in their ſouls. But let all Chrif- 
___— tians remember, that vanity,. and vexation 
_ Z | of Spirit, is the univerſal motto, written on 
1 all terreſtrial thins. x 
 ——— F Js I I ſhall now proceed to ſhew, you as was 
PN 3 £ honing _— in > what Chriſtians will 
, <= = : And al true Chriſtians imitate St Paul, 
=. 7 5 in glorying i in the croſs of Chriſt. Though 
Jeſus Chriſt was holy, harmleſs, and unde- 


7; _ eroſs has various ſignifications in the ſacred 
ſenptures. Perſecution, and whatever af- 
fiction, God viſits us with, is denominated 


—_— 2 W Hence ſays Chriſt, © JF. any man 
will come after me, let him deny himſelf and 
3 take up his croſs and follow 3 me. For who- 
ever will ſave his liſt ſhall loſe it; and 
e robofoever will life his life for niy ſake will 


r e Fd Wr Re 8 r p 
— = P AS ws Ib, j $1 
N * B Mie 4 © by on 1 4 is 7 * 4 144 * F 4 
AN ' 1 333 0 n ' 
= 5 8 e 8 . 
1 be ＋ 3 ry * * 17 . * = 5 4 4s BET 
* * 2 4 N 2. * * | . 3 
2285 80 W 1 8 * Þ * 
1 ; 0 1 
N 2 F F 1 9 1 
25 4 * 4 ” { N 
3 8 be 
KY - 
» * PF — 
4 * 
= uae, * * — 


to ms of the fortune he may enjoy. | 
0 found the way to Heaven, whilſt 


7 


_ = filed, yet he was condemned to expire on 
32e croſs, betwixt two malefactors. This wword 
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«6 fa PL | "ME and :MiSions ſhould 
not keep us at a diſtance - from Chriſt, but 


Would cauſe us follow Him the more ar- 


en. The ſame ord, ſometimes, ſigni- 
bes the entire doctrines of Divine Revela- 
| tion. The preaching of the croſs, to all who 
are ſaved is the poxwer of God. It alſo mere- 


1 means in ſome paſſages, the ignominious 


tree which was formed into a croſs, on 
which our glorious Redeemer ſuffered. 
E:., made Simon of Cyrene to bear his crofs. 


And they commanded Teſus to come down 


from the croſe. But the word has All a 
more extenſive meaning, vis. It points out 
be whole ſufferings of Chriſt from His 


birth to His bloody death. Hence it is ſaid 


of Him, He endured the croſs, deſhiſing the 
ſhame, and it now ſet down at the right hand 
of God. The croſs then in which St Paul 
gloried, and in which all true Chriſtians 
C glory, i is the ſufferings of Chriſt. 
It may at firſt view appear barbarous to 
Frejoice in the ſufferings of their beſt friend ; 
| for! it is unmanly and vicious even to glory 
in the ſufferings of an enemy. How then 
4 ye aſk es is it commendable in Chriſti- 
22 | ans 
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ans to 5 in the Ki or nge 1 
Chriſt! ? Why, they do not glory in the grief 
and agony which their Lord endured; but 
in the voluntary ſubſtitution of Himſelf as 


| their ſurety, and in the merits and conſe- 
quences of His ſufferings and death. When 5 
the Chriſtian conſiders the magnitude of 


Chrift's ſufferings, he may, though no afflic- 


ion is for the preſent joyous but grievous, 
5 uf patiently and contentedly bear whatever diſ- 4 
treſs or croſs God is pleaſed to lay upon 
him. The ſevereſt trials and afflictions, 
with which the people of God are viſited, 


are proſperity and comfort, when compared 


to the croſs of Chriſt. O how heavy a croſs 
of affliction did He bear during all the days 
of His humanity? He was deſpiſed and re- 

jected by men, and afflicted by God! AY 


man of ſorrow and acquainted with grief! 


Though the prince of life and of peace, yet | 


born in a ſtable, and laid in a manger for. 


His cradle! The degradation of His birth 4 
was a prelude to the more ſevere ſufferings 
of His life and death. He Himſelf tells us 


the {ſympathetic tale; „The foxes have | 


3 holes, and the birds of the air have neſts, 


| ce but ; 
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" but fön vey man 940 not a anne where 


to reſt or lay His bleſſed head! He came 
unto His own friends and people, but 8 


received Him not! He was wounded in the 


© houſe of His friends! Though he was in- 
= nocence itſelf, was accuſed of blaſphemy; 


called a gluttonous man, a wine-bibber, a 


3 friend of publicans and ſinners. But for 
the joy which was ſet before Him, He en- 


dured this croſs, and deſpiſed its ſhame. 
At Gethſemane, a little before his death, 


being in extreme agony, His. very ſweat up- 


on account thereof was as it were great drops 


of blood falling to the ground! Death, arm- 


ed with dreadful ſtings, as numberleſs as the 


ſins of the whole of the Redeemed, falls up- 
on the adorable Saviour : The ſufferings of 


His ſoul were more ſevere than the more 


viſible torture of His body: His ſoul was 


exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death : 
Here at Gethſemane death ſeems to have 


: arreſted Him, before His enemies ſeized 
Him. It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe Him, 


and to put Him to grief, by ordering law 


4 and juſtice to ſeize upon Him, through che 


medium of death ; and by the cruelty and 
perfidy 


es 
= Ws. be 0 of His Enemies. hte never was 

1 1 Agony like what He endured! He was 98. 3 
_ - © 5 Nerped and delivered into the hands of His 
+ ee.nemies, by one of His own profeſſed friends 7 
and diſciples : 1 They brought Him into the 
1 = Us "high prieſt's houſe ; from this, the chief 


prieſts (who were . enemies to Chriſt) : 
=, { led Him away to Pilate, who found no fault 
i in Him: But thoſe cruel men were the more 
—_— . , [hardened againſt Him, and therefore, to in- 
—_ | flame the judge againſt Him, they accuſed 

| . Wo: | Him of ſedition: They ſay, © He ſtirreth I 


3 4 2 25 : A - & up the people; 8 Pilate, upon hearing this, 
3 ſends Him with His wicked accuſers to 
— I | Herod's bar: Herod and his men of war 
ſet Him at nought, and mocked Him, ar- 
A + 5 . Him in a gorgeous mock-robe, and F 
ſent Him to Pilate again. Though this I 
= unjuſt ſadye found no fault in Him, he or- 
A dered Him to be ſcourged! The ſoldiers by 


— 
- 


:, 


_”* authority platted a crown of thorns, and put 
it on His head, clothed Him with a 3 f 
robe, and in dernen ſaid, Hail, King of 


the Jews!” They ſmote Him with the | 
RE | palm of their hands, and did ſpit upon Him! | 


_— Horrid kee They led Him away to the 


Place 


's ERM 0 * vit. . Hh -* If 
bY be of Fears av N His 4 but 
. the body of the bleſſed Jeſus being ſo worn 
„ out with fatigue and with pain, was unable 
do bear it. They therefore laid it on Simon 
of Cyrene: They arrive at Mount Calvary, 
e croſs is fixed in the earth, and lo, our 
= bleſſed Lord is placed between two male- 
factors, like them to be crucified," as if He 
had been a murderer or an evil doer: See 
how they nailed Him to the accurſed tree, 
piercing His hands and feet! Bebold tbe 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the fin of the 
*vorld. His ſufferings being _ above 
all deſcription, He cried out, Eloi, Eloi, 
lama Sabachthani? My Cod, my God, why 
BE haſt thou forſaken me? He bowed His head, 
and yielded up the ghoſt! The ſoldiers 
pierced His ſnow-white ſide, and from it 
healing blood and water lowed. And thus, 
as to merit, He finiſhed the eternal ſalvation 
of his ſaints. 
During the time of _ this awful a” 
gedy, yon brilliant ſun heard the moans of 
His Creator, from Calvary's Mount, and hid 
= himſelf in darkneſs. And behold, the ſtrong 
| veil of tapeftry in the temple, which was 


between 
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beten the Holy and the Mot Holy Place, | 1 
heard His moans, and did rend in the midſt 
from the top to bottom: The land around 
the croſs heard them; and as terrified did 
tremble:— The rocks, more feeling than the * 
hearts of men, heard our Saviour's agoniz- 
ing groans, and as in'pity joined in His ſuf. 

ferings burſting aſunder! When the ever- 

1 Rock was ſo dreadfully bruiſed, how 
could the workmanſhip of His hands be un 
moved — The graves were opened, and 
many bodies of the ſaints, which in them 

Fa * Dig: heard the doleful cry of Jeſus from 
the croſs, and aroſe ; and came out of their 
graves. After His reſurrection, they went 

into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 

Such ſublime ſcenery, incloſed our glorious. 


Redeemer, when He ſwallowed up death in 3 

victory. e * | 1 
Let us now conſider, 1 6 | ; 3 
Thirdly; The cauſe which. Chriſtians © -Y 1 


have for ſo glorying | in the croſs of Chriſt. * 
His croſs is not a barren tree; but it bears 4 


fruits abundant for nouriſhing; the immor- 4 

tal minds of men. It i is the ever- beautiful 

and the ever-fruitful tree of life in Mount 1 = 
FP * 5 | Zion, 1 i 
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| Zion, or in the church of God, which no. | 
" ſtorm can blight ; whoſe fruit is exhauſtleſs; 
3 y, though it feeds all the redeemed es 1 
of God, cannot be leſſened, nor be by any 
tempeſt deſtroyed. Bleſſed be God, there 
is now, no cherubim with flaming ſword, 
turning every way to prevent men from 
reſting under its ſhadow, nor from eating 
its delicious fruit: But the miniſters of the 
© . goſpel, invite all to come under its ſhelter, 
to eat of its fruit and live; and the Spirit of 
all grace is ready, able, and willing, to lead 
the ſeekers of God and of happinels to re- 
= poſe under its healing leaves. It i is alſo the 
genuine tree of liberty, which is fructiſied 
woith the blood of the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords, What would life ſignify 
© without the enjoyment of civil and religi- 
4 ous liberty ? Man without liberty, though 
an heir of immortality, here, in this ſtate, 
is only a grovelling ſlave. Jeſus Chriſt 
came to this earth to bleſs men with true 
liberty: He taught the rights of man, and 
ſealed His doctrine with His blood. His 
= goſpel enjoins kings and governors to be 
3 merciful and juſt, and ſubjects to be loyal 
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"Fg nd 3 and: all to 98 virtuous . 1 
* =. Ke FR If the inhabitants of this earth re- 
_ J + gulated their conduct entirely 1 in every caſe, 
1 by the goſpel of Chriſt, there would be no 
* 0 Þ _ impiety, no injuſtice, no cruelty, no tyran- 
mp, amongſt them ; but 'charity, benevo- 
llence, harmony, and love would prevail 
Y _ univerſally. In it we are commanded to z 
d follow after Whatfoever things are lovely, 
* whatſoever things are pure, juſt, and of 
i good report; and by the ſaid gofpel we 
are enjoined, © A things whatſoever we 
7 * would that men ſhould do to us, to do ſo to 
I them: for this is the law and the pro- © 
* bels. And indeed it is likely, until the © 
l of Chriſt be practically received by 
men, they ſhall continue to deſtroy one- 
another by war, perſecution, cruelty, and 
f by tyranny ; its propagation: is the only ® 
thing which will drive away theſe fiends CE Þ 
from the face of the earth. Though the A "IL 
-religion of Chriſt has been made the pre- 1 
text for ſhedding much of the blood of tbe 
human race, yet it, in itſelf, has no tenden- 
» cy that way, it is for peace and good or- 
- 3 der. Oppreflors, whatever profeſſion of 
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dan they do, and may Falle have no 
inheritance in the kingdom of God. But 


more particularly, in the 


Firft place; Chriſtians glory i in the nol 
of Chriſt, becauſe He, through it, hath pro- 
cured for them the forgiveneſs of all their 
ſins. They became guilty and liable to un- 
dergo the pains of the divine law. The 


| ſentence of it, is, © Curſed is every one that 
* continueth not in all things which are writ- 


e ten in the book of the law to do them.” 


Jeſus: took our nature upon Him that He 
might ſuffer for us, and redeem us, who 


were ſunk into miſery, and who were un- 


der the heavy, but juſt condemnation of 
the law, that we might be received in the 


family of God as His adopted children. 
That all our fins might be freely forgiven 


without money, or price, from us.— That 
we might be at peace with God, and with 
our own conſciences. Every perſon that is 
convinced of the guilt and evil nature of 
fin, is ſenſible, that the forgiveneſs of ini- 
quity is an invaluable bleſſing. Hence 
ſaid the Pſalmiſt, © Bleed is he whoſe tranſ- 


_ 80 ion 1s is forgryens whoſe ji ſin is covered. 
; 5 1 a 1 fea 
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| - 6 Bl: ed i is the man unto whom. the Lord i im- 


* puteth not iniquity, and in whoſe ſpirit 
« thereqas ng Fulle. This bleſſedneſs comes 
to all who receive it only by the croſs of 
Ohriſt. Though the ſins of the people of 
God are forgiven them, they were not for- 


given Chriſt; He ſuffered ſeverely for them 


all. © He was wounded for our tranſpreſ+ 
ions, and He was bruiſed for our miquities : 


c the chaſti iſement Four Peace Twas upon Him: 
and with His flripes we are healed. All 
ne like ſheep have gone oftray ; We have 


: "80; turned every one to his o way ; and the 


« Lord bath laid on Him the iniquity of us 


5 all.“ Come then all ye that labour and 


are heavy laden, with your ſins to the croſs 
8 Chriſt, and receive the pardon of all your 
tranſgreſſions. Here is meritorious blood 
to procure the forgiveneſs of all your ſins, 
and here is water to waſh you from the de- 
filement of them; and here alſo is power 
to ſet you at liberty from the ad of Sa- 
tan. 
Secondly ; They glory i in the croſs, be- 
cauſe Sg Chriſt through it hath made 


e 
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When they were enemies, they were recon- 
ciled by the death of Chriſt. - The Almigh- 


ty indeed never hated his people, but their 
ſins only: Their iniquity made them odi- 
ous in His fight. But He had compaſſion 


on them, and ſent His Son to redeem them, 
and through Him their ſins are not only 
pardoned, but they are received into his fa- 


vour and protection: And He beſtows upon 


them all things fit and neceſſary for them 
to enjoy: Having delivered up his Son to 
the death for them all, how ſhall he not 
with Him freely give them all things ? He 


is their reconciled heavenly Father, and 


they are His adopted loving and obedient 


children; this near relation, and this true- 
friendſhip, ſubſiſt betwixt God and His peo- - 


ple, in virtue of the ſufferings or croſs of 


Chriſt. Jeſus was the ſlain Lamb from the 


foundation of the world. God was, and is 
in Him, reconciling the world to Himſelf, 


not imputing unto them their treſpaſſes. 


The croſs ſatisfies the juſtice of God for 
the injury which men had done by tranſ- 


greſſing the divine law, and it flays the en- 
mity of the carnal mind, reconciles God to 


man, 
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man, 7 man to God, . man to the 


favour of God, which is better than life and 
all its enjoyments. Wonderful and conci- 
beg crols ! Ms hy virtues bY enen to 
our ſoulss. e 
In virtue "fab: bet the holy Spit 
comes to the Heirs of immortal happineſs; 
ho" makes their hearts new, and their 
minds Willing in a day of his power, to 
ſerye the living God. Hence ſaid our bleſ- 
| fed Redeemer. to His diſciples, It is. expe- 
dient for you that T go away”? For if, I go not 
' away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; „ 


1, 7 depart I will ſend. Him unto you” Bo 


And when the Spirit of truth is come, He will 
| guide you unt all truth. He ſhall glorify me: 
or He ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it 
unto you. He makes the people of God 
holy in heart and in life, by leading them 


in the ways of uprightneſs. True holineſs 
cannot exiſt in any perſon, unleſs a parta- 
Fer of the bleſſed Spirit. If. any man has. 
nut the Jpirit of Chriſt he is none of Hir. Ex- 
amine yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith, 
 - prove your ownſelves ; know ye not your own- 


; ſelves, how that 72 efus Chrift is in you, except ' 


SERMON vin. 


5 Je 55 ROY The doctrines of the croſs 
- ſet holineſs in its proper foundation. Abide 
in me (ſays Chriſt) and I in you, as the 


branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except it ; 


- abide in the vine, no more can ye, except. 

5 ye abide 1 in me. All who abide in Chriſt; 

and glory in His croſs, are a . people, 
. zealous of good works. 

"Thirdly; - Chriſtians glory in the croſs, 
© becauſe Chriſt. by it hath vanquiſhed death, 

and taken away its ſting. I know nothing 


1 120 : 


in the univerſe which can rationally recon- 


3 eile men to death but the croſs. _ Many of ; 


the heathens, and others, through a kind of 
N cowardice, but which is called by ſome, for- 
| titude, have treated death with contempt, 
and have defied all its terrors: Impatient 
and cowardly under the ills of human exiſt- 


ence, they have choſen death rather than | 


life. It is, however, to all conſiderate men, 
a ferious thing” to die. —Death in all its ap- 
pearances is loathſome and difagreeable to 
| fleſh and blood. — To endure unexplained 
''S agony,—toiceaſe to exiſt in the body,—to 


be laid in the duſt, and become food to : 


worms, or ſunk into the bottom of the ſea 
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to be deroured by tapacious dts on 
ſuch a proſpect, the heart naturally ſhrinks. 
But that is not all. The ſoul to take her 
flight to immortal regions of delight, or, 
© dreadful alternative to the howling Pit of 
the damned. -Verilyf impenitent ſinners, may, E 
indeed, tremble on the view of death ;—but 
die they muſt.— O how ill prepared are they 
for that event! Their nature recoils at the 
thought of their diſſolution, and conſcious 


7 guilt, unrepented of, fills their ſouls with 


horrour. If they, finally, continue in their 
unhallowed condition, they ſhall meet death, 


and it too armed with tormenting ſtings as 
numberleſs as their tranſgreſſions. They 
mall then experimentally know, that the 


wages of ſin is death in the full extent of 
the word. Sin at the laſt, however de- 
| lufive- it is in the mean time to its praQti- 
| tioners, ſhall bize Jike a ſerpent, and fling lite 
an adder.” When the wicked man dies, 
how dreadful is his . wg awful his 
final doom? | N { 


SER on inn. d Ow 5 
ty In that Abend moment, iv his PROM ſoul. | 
8 Raves round the walls of her clay tenement 5 n | 
| Rüns to each avenue; and ſhrieks for helpg ! 5 . 
But ſhrieks in vain ! how wiſhfully ſhe looks 
On all ſhe's leaving, now no longer N « | Eee 
A little longer, yet a little longer, „ 2" 
| 01 might ſhe ſtay, to waſh away her crimes, 
And fit her for her paſſage | Mournful fight | 
Her very eyes weep. blood; and ev'ry groan = 
She heaves, is fill'd with horrour : but death,  - // 
' Like a ſtaunch murd'rer, ſteady to his purpoſe, _ 
Purſues her cloſe through ev ry lane of life, 
Nor miſſes once che track; but preſſes on ; Fr 
Till forc'd at laſt, to the tremendous verges "3 1 
At once ſhe ſinks into the gulph of wo * 5 . 


Bauch is the end of the e Dur the 
- Chriſtian who truly glories in the croſs of 
. Chriſt, has nothing to fear in his departure. 
He may with compoſure of mind face the 
grim Tyrant, and with pleaſure commit his 
ſoul and body to the keeping of his God. 
He may ſay unto God as, the Pſalmiſt ſaid, 
yea Though I walk through the valley of the Z & 
ſhadow of. death, I will fear. no el: for 
_ thou art with me; thy rod and thy Half they © 
0; | . 25 comfort 
* Ser an excellent poems intituled the Grave. 


x 8 e 


8 


9 * % 8 9 * — 
„ — — K * Mi —— — — 
. — — — 


Mu 
* * * * vo 


pt. 3 WR. WY" A I 
* 2 A - * Y 
. F * a 


SERMON. vn. 


eee me. © Kol ing fuch a „ ind. 
eb a. fiend with him, death ſhall do him 
no harin, but ſhall terminate all his ſorrows, 
and be a prelude to an everlaſting day vr. 
Joys ſoul-enrapturing. The Apoſtle Paul, 
ES 5 in the faith of this, had a deſire to depart, 
and to be with Chriſt, which is far better 
than to be in this world. Death to him 
had no terrours ; Becauſe he knew, that 
his Saviour, by the croſs, had conquered 
death, and ſwallowed it up in victory, 
. Taz GLORIOUS RED EEMER, by His ſuffer- 
re” ings, and by his departure on the croſs, | 
155 oyercame death, and him who had the po-w- 
"my er of this abſolute Tyrant. When men are 
3 - Main by che hands of their enemies they are 
1 vanquiſhed; But Jeſus Chriſt is a glorious 
Conqueror even in His death; By this croſs 
He hath obtained immortal trophies, and 
bath gained honour and renown which 
| forever. ſhall endure. His followers may 
now exult for joy, and triumphantly ſay, 
O deaths where is thy Hing 9 0 grave where 
ts thy victory? The fling of death is fin ; and 
"the firength of "fin i is the lau. But thanks be 
hos Gd who wore us for 2 95 e or 
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23 Yolo Chrif. le hath by his ſuffers 


ings fully atoned for their ſins, and ſo hath. 


taken away the fting of death, He hath 
. ariſen from the grave, and ſo obtained a 
complete victory over death. Therefore; 
inftead of death and the grave being fright- 
ful to the diſeiples of Chriſt, they are de- 
ſireable. The doctrines of the croſs inſpire 


them with the faith of a bleſſed immortality, 


and with the hope of a glorious refarrec- 


tion, they are therefore willing to die in 


Chriſt. Jeſus. Bleſſed are the dead who 


die in the Lbrd: To them the grave is 


only a bed of reſt: a place for refining their 
bodies, for making them fit for becoming 
inhabitants of heaven. Sing then ye abb 
duell in the duft, for thy dew is as the de 
5 of byks. But, in tje 


Fouriſh place; Chriſtians 8 in the 


croſs of Chriſt, becauſe He through it has 


purchaſed heaven' and immortal happineſs. 
there for them. Our firſt parents when 


they came from the hands of their Maker 


were placed in a moſt beautiful Paradiſe, 


and there they enjoyed His favour and the 


851 of His countenance. In conſequence 
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OY : SERMON. vm. ö OF 


of their cally] in rranſgreſſing His law, "ity 
ok His favour, and werd caſt out of Para- 
diſe. But Jeſus came. into the world, to 
_ purchaſe for His people a better Paradiſe 
than that, which they loſt by, the fall, a 
heaven of eternal glory and of unſpeakable 
. There they will enjoy God as 
their portion. Jeſus hath told us that in 
His Father's houſe are many manſions. 
Perhaps, that heavenly dwelling is larger 
than all the planets of our Solar Syſtem 


would be though formed 'in one. In the 


ſeriptnres i it is called a city, a country, the 
New Jeruſalem, and the New Heavens 
and the New Earth, wherein dwelleth right- 


| eouſneſs. Wherever it is, and whateveriits 
bulk may be, the matter of which it conſiſts 


is undoubtedly pure and incorruptible. 
The manſions which are in it are everlaſt- * 
ing, and are delightful aboye all deſcription. 


— There i is no impurity in the heavenly regi- 


Sf ons. No diſtreſs finds its way into the 
\_ heavenly . manſions, The inhabitants of 


this delightful. country ſhall not ſay, That 
2 are ſick ;—but health, beauty and joy 
Gall forevermore abound —eace, harmo- 
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ny, 3 and glory ſhall reign \ fi Ep | 
- evermore. No death ſhall be there; but 4 
9 the tide of life from the fountain pure ſhall TRE « 
. always flow upon all the inhabitants rejoic- 
1 ing their hearts, keeping all their powers 
b in perfect harmony, cauſing them to ſing 1 
„ praiſes of Redeeming love more and « = - 
. more melddious throughout eternity, and 


ſtrengthening themto do whatever work may 

175 be aſſigned them without wearying. - So 
that the employment of the Redeemed, in 
all its probable variety, ſhall be for eaſe and 
delight as an eternal reſt. All conjectures "OM 
however concerning the grandeur of heaven L 
and the happineſs of the Redeemed fall in- 
- finitely ſhort of what they are in reality. 
For when Paul was caught up to the third | 1 

_ * heaven, he heard unſpeakable words, which — ß 
it is not lawful for a man to utter. Let it 

be our, concern to be found in Chriſt by a 
true and a living faith, to be walking in x 
Him who is. the way to heaven, the truth © © 
and the life: No man cometh unto the 
Father kut by Him. When we arrive in 
heaven we ſhall ſee it as it is, and be en- 
en win its nee and with the 
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DE bleſſed Jeſus! whohath procured bythy eroſs 


"= Ry ſuch a glorious heaven for thy followets ! 
WR Thus 1 have finiſhed as 1 could, what I 


* 8 in the method. Now, » Few oe 


; 5 ; oF 5 1 he improvement of this abject may 
1 be ſummed up in the following paragraphs. 


Dig; Endeavour to know what ſpirit ye 


9 0 are of, whether ve belong to the world 
TY which lieth 1 in wickedneſs, or to Jeſus Chriſt. 
the Lord. They who are in an unrege- 
Fe nerate condition, do mind the things of the 
fleſh. And they who are che true diſciples 


of Chriſt, do mind heavenly things. The 
former glory in the world and-in the things 


| thereof, Ihe latter glory in nothing fave | 
in the croſs of Jeſus Chriſt, | Examine the 


word of God, and hear the voice of your 


own. conſciences, attend carefully to what 


| i both lay concerning Four. ſtate and actions, 
and ye certainly may know, whether ye 
| are in a ſtate of grace with God, or are 


enemies and aliens to Him. He ſtill wait- 


eth to be gracious unto all penitent ſinners; 
| therefore, we oe che laſt mentioned caſe 


—— 


THR" 
' 2 e 297 SY 
ſhould Sven to be your's, let not Os, 8 
enter your ſouls; but forſake your evil way, 
and turn unto the Lord, and He will have 
merey upon you, and He will abundantly _ 
pardon all your tranſgreſhons. Such of 

you, on the other hand, as may find your- 

| ſelves in a ſtate of reconciliation with God, 
I hail you as highly favoured and happy 
perſons. Be not high minded, but fear, 
Jeſt ye, by any part of your conduct, of- 
fend the Almighty. Be not weary in well- - . 
doing ; for, in due ſeaſon, ye ſhall reap, ! 

| ye faint not. 

Secondly ; From this ſubject we may ſee 5 
both the great condeſcenſion of Chriſt, and 
His wonderful love to His people. He, 
though the Ancient of days, the equal of the 
eternal Father, humbled Himſelf unto death, 
| even unto the ignominious death of the 
| croſs, that He might raiſe His fallen and 
BH miſerable people to the kingdom of glory, 
of grandeur, and of happineſs in heaven. 
gn” Amazing humility ! Aſtoniſhing condeſcen- _ 
BH +fion! Unparalleled love was the impelling 1 
8 al cauſe, H love, the greateſt and the pureſt 
5 Which ever exiſted, or can be in the uni- 
verſe; 
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I 4 15 e in,, 
3 g e f The dignity of His nature gave His i 

- & CcCeroſs all its virtues. Hence His blood clean- N 
0 F * "ſeth from all fin. O! love the Lord then, h 
_— ho firſt loved you, and gave Himſelf for 

5 3". you. When He bore: ſuch a heavy croſs 
EY for" you, 'willingly. and patiently bear ye 

% = whatever croſs He may be pleaſed in the 

0 | „„ of His Providence to lay upon you: 

= = 8 . Laake it up and follow Him: By the croſs 

_ ©: non He will lead you to the ! 4 
Pia; We may ce from this diſcout, 

IF 5 | : <2 from the ſubjects with which it is con- 

. . nected, that the croſs of Chriſt is the real : 
i tree of liberty. Jeſus ſets liberty in juſtice | 

5 and in mercy, its proper foil. Liberty ſhall 

. never flouriſh in any other foundation. 
Wbat is liberty ? Deliverance from the 

10 : . ck : 3 reigning power of ſin, and laws to protect 
As in doing what is juſt and right ; ; and 

-| ++. laws to puniſh us for doing what is cruel 8 
= | aland unjuſt. Any thing elſe called liberty 
=. is only flavery. The law of. God is the 

s Eos only ſtandard of rectitude. His law is brief- 
. * . ly contained i in the ten commandments. Ours 

- I 3 c Saviour's ſermon on the Mount is a juſt and 

x | ” ©. Excellent comment upon them. Whatever 

a. F „%%% ͤ ĩð̊ oe WOW 

. { ; : 
"Mi "ON | 


$ 
/ 


N VIII. 


- * af 
* "= 


” Hand ly are contrary to the + of God | 


are unjuſt laws, and ought not to be obey- 
ed by Chriſtians : But before they withhold 
- obedience they muſt be convinced that the 

ſpirit of Chriſt teacheth i in the ſeriptures, that 
theꝝ are contrary to the law of God. They 
muſt obey God, rather than man. Many 


. profeſſing Chriſtians bow to an emblem of 


the croſs of Chriſt, who do all in their 
power to crucify again Himſelf, who bled 
and died upon it: They kiſs a crucifix, and 
ſtab His followers ! In as much as they do 
ſo to them, they do the ſame to Him; for 

ſo He conſiders it. Papiſts have reared a 
ſtructure of ſuperſtition, of tyranny, and of 


| 3 unparalleled; but having its foun⸗ 


dation in murder, and bloodſhed, it ſhall 
one day fall and cruſh its inhabitants. The 
. true religion of Jeſus, as it is taught in the 


\ venerable ſcriptures, ſhall foon univerſally 

prevail. This tree of liberty will be plant- i; 
ed, and ſhall flouriſh, in every place of the 
earth tenanted by man. Infidelity ſhall 


be rooted out from amongſt the nations: 
For God hath ſaid, All the ends of the 
earth ſhall remember and turn unto the Lord: 

| | Dy and 
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on all the lindreds of ib — ; ſhall worſhip | 


13 * 5 e Him ; For the kingdom i is the Lord's, ; 
dad He is the Governor among the nations. 


With a view to bring about this defireable 
event, all the people of God ſhould cordial- 
5 unite in raiſing funds, and in want 
miſhonaries, to every part of the earth, 
. there is any probability of ſucceſs), 
for ſpreading the glorious goſpel of Chriſt 
among the children of men. If they unite 
with heart and hand, in this icheme, in which | 
all true Chriſtians may unite, it may not on- 
by be the mean of carrying the knowledge 


| of the goſpel to the heathen, but, perhaps, 
: alſo of bringing the followers of Chriſt, of 


all denominations, to a better underſtanding 


5 among themſelves. In this ſcheme, all Pro- 


teſtant Diſſenters, Preſbyterians, Baptiſts, 
- and particular ; Independents, Epiſ- 


copals; and all the lovers of our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, who are agreed, as to the great and 
Chief articles of His 12885 Fusion may” arp 4 
A ly join. | 


III offering the goſpel 08 e 
ſpirit ſhould not appear. But all the chil- 


| dren of gp ws Dee to Join as one, and en- 
„ EET . deavour 
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tures. To carry the (aid deſign into execu- 


by all profeſſing Chriſtians, in Great Britain 


and in Ireland, contributing, each, only one 
ſhilling, or leſs or more, according to their. 


circumſtances? Bur, perhaps, before this 


they might meet then in a convention, con- 


vened on purpole, to deliberate on the beſt 
method for carrying the knowledge of the 
| goſpel to lands devoid of it. Something like 
this has been done already in London, and 
in other places, but in miniature only to 
what is here recommended. Such a con- 


vention being held, and having adopted a 
plan for carrying this truly benevolent de- 


ſign into execution, the members of the con- 
vention and its conſtituents, would hence- 


. 1 forth 


1 


N deavour to me the people, who dwell in 
darkneſs, the keht' of the goſpel, and the 
way to ſalvation by our glorious Redeemer. 
This is the way to plant the real tree of li- 
liberty among the nations. This is the way 
to promote the happineſs of our fellow crea- _ 


tion effectually, what a ſum might be raiſed, | 


- ſhould be done, a general convention of | 
"miniſters ought to be held; two or three. 
choſen from each party by their brethren ; 


Lnnto your Redeemer, and He will bring 
ou ſoon to the enjoyment of immortal life. 
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